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JOEY FALKOFF/Colby Free Press

Senior Lady Eagle Lissa Mazanec flew through the air for a kill during the team’s last home regular
season match against Quinter. Mazanec will look to do more of the same when the #1 seeded Lady
Eagles begin sub-state action 1 p.m. Saturday against #8 seed Russell. The winner of Colby’s sub-
state advances to the 4A State Volleyball Tournament Oct.26-27 in Salina.

Eagle volleyball team
taces pressure to continue
magical year this weekend

By Joey Falkoff
Free Press Reporter
jfalkoff@nwkansas.com

Nomatter what hurdle or obstacle
was thrown in their way this season,
the Colby Lady Eagle volleyball
team has been able to handle it in
stride.

No one gave the Eagles much
respect before the year started, but
three weeks into the season they
had a 10-1 record and were ranked
second in the state in 4A.

The Lady Eagles dropped out of
the polls afterlosing to I A#1 ranked
Wheatland/Grinnell, but bounced
back to beat the Thunderhawks a
week later in Oakley and then a
week after that in Scott City.

They hadn’t had much success
against either Oberlin, Oakley or
Atwood in recent years, but went
9-0 against those teams this year.

The Eagles hadn’t won the North-
west Kansas League championship
in over a decade, but won five
straight matches Saturday in St.
Francis to bring the league title back
to Colby.

To this point, it’s been a nearly
picture-perfect year for the Lady
Eagles (31-5), who are now ranked
fourth in the state.

But all the accomplishments and
success the Lady Eagles have had
throughout the regular season could
go to waste should the Eagles not
winthe Colby Sub-State tournament
Saturday at Colby High School and
advance to their fourth consecutive
state tournament in Salina.

“The girls think it would be so
disappointing to lose at home,”
said Lady Eagle head coach Lesley
Wagoner. “We don’t even want to
think aboutit. We justknow we can’t
overlook anyone.”

The Lady Eagles are seeded first
in the eight team tournament and
begin play 1 p.m. Saturday against
the #8 seed Russell.

It’s the first time since 2003 Colby
hashosted a volleyball sub-state and

they are excited at the opportunity to
play extra matches at home.

“Any time you get another home
match it’s really exciting,” said
Wagoner. “Especially because we
only played two home matches all
year, it’s good to play here again.
Hosting in the post-season is cool
for the fans and the players.”

“It’s all very exciting this year
since were seeded #1,” said Lady
Eagle senior Leah Cox. “Weallhave
thedrive and desire toleave alegacy
by getting back to state this year.”

The Lady Eagles have to win
three straight matches to capture
the sub-state title and although they
comeinto play riding aseven match
winning streak, the Ladies struggled
mightily at times Saturday at the
league tournament.

It’s been an intense week of
practice for the girls, who will need
to be sharp in all facets of the game
this weekend.

“Saturday was a matter of we
knew we could beat everyone we
faced and we finished it off when
we had to,” said Wagoner. “We’ve
tried to regain our momentum this
week. We’re working on things
we’ve overlooked and hopefully
we’ll have it straightened out.”

“I think we let up too soon at
league,” said Cox. “We should have
been pushing the whole time. As far
as improving skills and working on
little things, it’s been a very detailed
week.”

Specifically, Wagoner says she’s
been working on getting her hitters
to put the ball away better and her
setters getting their passes closer
to the net. A head coach, though,
can only do so much and Wagoner
knows that as well as anyone.

“You canhavethe greatest coach-
ing, but it comes down to them
doing it,” said Wagoner. “They’ve
worked hard, but they have to put it
all together.”

Should the Lady Eagles defeat
the Russell Broncos, they would
advance to the semifinals and take

on the winner of Smoky Valley/
Prattat 5 p.m.

The Lady Eagles haven’t played
either team this year, and neither
enters with a winning record, but
the Eagles know you can throw the
records out when facing teams from
other parts of the state.

“Records don’t mean much with
teams from the eastern side of the
state,” said Wagoner. “Schools like
Nickerson (the #3 seed in the field)
and Smoky Valley played against a
lot of great competition this year.”

“I don’t know a whole lot about
the teams in our pool, but we can
expect different levels of competi-
tion facing eastern Kansas schools,”
said Cox.

On the other side of the bracket
the aforementioned Nickerson Pan-
thers will take on #6 seed Hugoton
in the first round. Ulysses, the #2
seed, will match up with #7 seed
Goodland.

The Lady Eagles beat Ulysses
earlier this yearin Liberty, but Wag-
onerknows her girls can’tdepend on
that should they face off Saturday.

“Ulysses didn’t play well against
us when we played them earlier,
but they’re playing better and they
should be contenders this week-
end,” said Wagoner.

It’s been a dream season for the
Lady Eagles, but all of the success
they’ve had this year means little
beginning Saturday.

It’safeast or famine weekend for
every volleyball team that is still
alive in the state of Kansas and the
Lady Eagles aren’t shying away
from the pressure that’s on their
backs at sub-state.

“We’re pretty confident,” said
Cox. “Our team has the talent to pull
together and come out on top.”

“This is do or die. You either
move on or your season’s over,”
said Wagoner.

“Today will either be our last
practice or the first practice of state
championship week. It’s excit-
ing.”

Red Sox take game five to stay alive

CLEVELAND (AP) — Back to
Boston they go. Just the Red Sox
being the Red Sox.

Josh Beckett, blocking out ev-
erything but Jason Varitek’s target,
dominated the Cleveland Indians
for the second time and Manny
Ramirez drove in the go-ahead
run with a 390-foot single as the
Red Sox stayed alive in the AL
championship series witha 7-1 win
Thursday night in Game 5.

Kevin Youkilis set the tone with a
first-inninghomer off C.C. Sabathia.
The Red Sox, trailing 3-2, sent the
best-of-sevenseries back to Fenway
Park to continue a season that was
on the brink of being canned for the
cold New England winter.

The Red Sox — and Beckett —
have done this before. And clearly,
Ramirez & Co. cared.

“We weren’t trying to win three
games in one night,” Youkilis said.
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“We were just going out there to play
the game, go out there and fight and
do whatever we had to do to win.”

In 2004, Boston rallied from an
0-3 deficit to win the 2004 ALCS
against the New York Yankees
and went on to sweep the St. Louis
Cardinals in four straight for its first
World Series title since 1918.

The Red Sox forced Game 6 on
Saturday night, and will start one
of October’s brightest stars, Curt
Schilling, who has a 9-3 record in
17 career postseason starts, against
Fausto Carmona.

Beckett, the calm, cool and cocky
20-game winner, ignored a shrilling
crowd, some chirping from Indians
outfielder Kenny Lofton and even
the appearance of an old girlfriend
to deny Cleveland fans a chance
to see their first pennant-clinching
win at home.

“Josh is unbelievable,” Youkilis

said. “This year has been unbeliev-
able for him and we hope he wins
the Cy Young. He’s shown here in
the playoffs why he should.”

Inthelate innings, drummer John
Adams, whose tom-tom beat has
pulsated through a special season
atJacobs Field, slumped against his
instrument as the Red Sox tacked
on runs.

Meanwhile, in the Boston bull-
pen, tworelievers used water bottles
to playfully bang on backup catcher
Doug Mirabelli’s shinguards.

The 27-year-old Beckett, who
beat Cleveland in the opener, once
again came through with the stakes
at their highest.

The right-hander allowed only
a run in the first, and five total hits
in eight innings. He struck out 11,
walked one and was around the
plate with almost every one of his
109 pitches.

Eagle seventh grade football wins

The Colby Middle School sev-
enth grade Eagles football team got
back on the winning track Oct. 1,
when they defeated the Burlington
Cougars by the score of 26-0.

The Eagles offense started the
scoring the firstquarterona 62-yard
run by tailback Wiatt Binder.

The second quarter was all Eagles
as they had two touchdown runs by
quarterback Todd Kane on a 1-yard
run with Binder running in the two-
pointconversion and fullback Beau
Brown scored on a 6 yard run to put
the Eagles ahead at half-time 20-0.

After a scoreless third quarter,
Brown scored his second touch-
down of the game also on a 6-yard
run.

Coach John Miles said, “The
team was happy to get another win.
Our offensive line did a better job of
blocking against the Cougars. The
offensive line consist of Brandon
Gaede, Dustin Burleigh, Ben Guida,
Troy Quenzer, Zell Bieberle, and
Baker Bugbee.

Miles was also pleased with Trek
Keck with his first start at defensive
end. The team was also pleased
with their performance against
strictly seventh graders. We play a
seven game schedule and only three

games against theirown grade level.
The other four games are against
combined seventh and eighth grade
teams.”

Other Eagles with good defensive
games were Macen Shull, Dustin
Reed and Kurt Sloan.

On Sep. 27, the Colby Middle
School seventh grade football team
lost to Scott City Blue Jays by the
score of 32-7.

Coach John Miles said, “Our
offense won the toss and preceded
to drive down the field and scored
on our first possession with Wiatt
Binder on a 6-yard run.

Wiatt also kicked extra point to
take an early 7-0 lead. We played
fairly even with the Blue Jays the
rest of the game but gave up some
big plays and made some mental
mistakes that we need to correct.

The Blue Jays were probably one
of the best teams we had faced this
year. They were undefeated coming
intothe game and we gave them our
best effort.

Wiatt’s kick of the extra point was
only the second time since I’ve been
head coach that it has happened.
The first time was by this year’s
seniors at Burlington, Co with Todd
Ziegelmeier snapping the ball and

Mikel Ladenburger doing the place
kicking. The seventh grade have
been practicing this and have been
doing a good job.”

The Eagles did record one turn-
over as Kurt Sloan recovered a
fumble. Other Eagles with good
defensive games were Beau Brown,
Devin Langdon, Dustin Reed, Todd
Kane and Macen Shull.

On Sep.24, the Colby Middle
School seventh grade football team
lost to the combined seventh and
eighth grade Rawlins County Mid-
dle School by the score of 22-0.

Rawlins County used balanced
scoring the first, third, and fourth
quarters to defeat the young Ea-
gles.

Coach John Miles said, “Since
our eighth grade team played Raw-
lins County earlier in the season,
they started their seventh grade
backfield against us and used their
eight grade players on the line. We
had a difficult time handling their
size and strength. The seventh grade
mustlearn to go against players that
are bigger and stronger.”

The defense was led by Wiatt
Binder, Troy Quenzer, Trek Keck,
Dustin Reed, Kurt Sloan and Baker
Bugbee.

1 Colby (31-5)
Match #1 1 p.m.

Colby Class 4A Sub-State
Volleyball Tournament

8 Russell (3-31)

4 Smoky Valle
Match #2 2 p.m.

18-18

Match #5 5 p.m.

5 Pratt (15-19)

2 Ulysses (20-14)
Match #3 3 p.m.

Match #7 7 p.m.

7 Goodland (4-29)

3 Nickerson (19-14)
Match #4 4 p.m.

CHAMPS

Match #6 6 p.m.

6 Hugoton (13-18)

855 Davis Ave

785-460-AUTO (2886)

AUTO-OUTLET

Colby, KS

Owners: C.W. Cheney &
Jason Mader
Salesman: Scott King

Lo g T

TRUCKS:

2007 CHEVY 2500 HD

4x4 Crew Cab, Longbox, Local One Owner,
Duramax Diesel w/ Allison Trany. $36,500

2007 HYUNDAI SONATA SE
Sunroof, 22K miles
$16,900

2007 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT
4x4, Heated Leather

= Ty

$24,500

VANS:

2007 DODGE NITRO SXT
4x4, Only 13K miles

$21,500

07 Chevy 2500 HD Crew Cab, long bed, 15K 1 owner 4x4...$36,500
06 Toyota Tundra Crew Cab, 4x4, SR5, only 12K....$28,500
05 Dodge 1500 Crew, 4x4, leather, Sunroof, 38K...$22,900
05 Ford F-150 Ext, 4x4, XLT, 19K.......ccovvirrirrnnenn. $21,900
04 Dodge 2500 Reg Cab, 4x4, SLT, 5.7 Hemi, 42K..$18,500
04 Ford Ranger Ext 4x4 XLT, 4.0, V-6, 32K........... $15,900
01 Ford F-150 Crew 4x4, Lariat pck 83K............... $14,900

CARS:

2007 Chrysler 300 Limited, heated leather, 16K....$24,500
2007 Pontiac Grand Prix, 3.8 Wheels, sunroof, 17K..$17,500
2006 Ford Mustang V-6 Pony package, leather, 16K..$17,900

2006 Chrysler Pacifica Touring, FWD, 31K............ $18,500
2006 Chevy Malibu MAX LT, 23K......ccccevurniennae $14,900
2004 Pontiac Grand Am GT CPE, 22K...... ....$12,500
2004 Pontiac Grand Prix 3.8, V-6, 77K...... ....$10,500

2004 Chrysler PT Cruiser Touring, 32K................. $10,500
2004 Chevy Impala LS 3.8 leather, sunroof, 69K..$10,900
2004 Pontiac Grand Am SE, V-6, Wheels, 21K.....$11,900
2000 Chevy Cavalier, 2 dr, 61K........ccvvrecririnennns $4,500
1998 Honda Civic, 5 spd, runs good, 158K............. $1,999

2005 Chrysler Town & Country Touring, Satin Green 21K..$18,200
2005 Chrysler Town & Country Touring, Silver, 20K....$18,500
2005 Chrysler Town & Country Touring, DVD,Gold, 22K..$18,900

SUVS::
07 Chevy Trailblazer LT,4x4, Heated Leather seats, 21K ..$24,999
07 Dodge Nitro SXT, 4x4, ONLY 13K.......ccccevrenne. $21,500

06 Mercury Mountaineer Premier AWD V-8, ALL THE GOODIES....$25,900
06 Ford Explorer XLT 4x4,3rd row seating,25K......$19,900

06 Kia Sorento 4x4 Cloth only 13K.........cccccoeuruene. $18,900
05 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4, V-8, 30K.....$18,500
05 Chevy Equinox LT AWD pwr seat 33K............... $16,900
05 Chevy Trailblazer LS 4x4 with 36K.................... $16,900
04 Ford Expedition XLT 3rd row 4x4 48K............... $18,900

04 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer 4x4 Roof, heated leather, ...$22,900
03 Chevy Trailblazer EXT, 4x4, LT 3rd row seating, 60K ...$15,500
03 Jeep Liberty Limited 4x4 Leather 53K................ $13,900
01 Dodge Durango SLT plus 4x4 local trade............. $7,450

7 MINI TRUCKS IN STOCK!!

www.mcautooutlet.com
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