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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 An Arithmetical Solution

At times, a skillful declarer may make a play 
that, to the less-experienced player, would seem to 
make no sense. But after the play proves successful, 
subsequent analysis discloses that had he adopted 
the more obvious approach, the contract would 
have failed.

Consider declarer’s sequence of plays on today’s 
deal. East overtook the king of spades with the ace at 
trick one, then played the queen and jack, South ruff-
ing the third spade high as West discarded a club.

 After drawing trumps in two rounds, declarer 
cashed the K-Q-A of diamonds and led a club. When 
West followed low, South put up the ace instead of 
attempting a finesse, then crossed to his hand with 
a trump and led another club to the queen.

East took the queen with the king, but had to return 
a spade, allowing declarer to discard a club as he 
ruffed in dummy. As a result, South made his game, 
losing only two spades and a club.

To the casual observer, it might seem that South 
had handled the club suit in a bizarre fashion, and 
then got lucky at the end. But in fact what happened 
was by design, not by accident.

   As the play progressed, South learned that East 
had started with precisely six spades, two hearts and 
at least three diamonds. Therefore, he could not have 
been dealt more than two clubs. If East happened to 
hold the K-x of clubs and South took a first-round 
finesse, East would win and return a club, after 
which another club loser could not be avoided.

  To guard against this possibility, declarer cashed 
the ace first and then led a club toward the queen. 
This guaranteed 10 tricks regardless of who had the 
king of clubs, leaving nothing to chance.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 Pinpoint Defense
This deal occurred in the final of the McConnell 

Cup teams, which was won by a U.S./Russian ag-
gregation at the 2006 world bridge championships 
in Verona, Italy.

  Both Souths ended up in five clubs doubled fol-
lowing a highly competitive auction that saw both 
Easts reach four hearts after having bid spades ini-
tially in response to their partner’s takeout double. 

   At the table where the auction shown took place, 
West started by leading the king of spades, then 
switched to the king of hearts. East followed low to 
both leads, whereupon West continued with the heart 
ace. Declarer ruffed, drew trumps and conceded two 
tricks to the ace of diamonds and ace of spades to go 
down two, -300.

  At the other table, the East-West defense was 
far more accurate, extracting the maximum penalty 
possible. West, Debbie Rosenberg, started with the 
king of hearts, on which her partner, JoAnna Stansby, 
dropped the queen! Since Stansby had bid hearts, and 
since the jack of hearts was in dummy, it was clear 
that her play of the queen was an attempt to get her 
partner to switch her attentions elsewhere.

   It did not take Rosenberg long to work out what 
her partner wanted her to do. Accordingly, she cashed 
the ace of diamonds, Stansby showing out, and 
continued with the nine -- a suit-preference signal 
asking for a spade return. After East ruffed, her spade 
return to Rosenberg’s king was followed by another 
diamond ruff, and a spade to the ace constituted the 
defense’s sixth and final trick.

 The result of plus 800 gave Rosenberg-Stansby’s 
team a net gain of 500 points -- 10 IMPs -- on the 
deal.
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