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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby
(785) 462-3388

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642

1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles

GAF Shingles

Wood Shingles

Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply

White TPO Single Ply

Built Up Systems

Modified Systems

930 S. Range

Colby, Kansas  67701

Phone:  785-460-0828

Fax: 785-460-0829

Cell:  785-443-1082

Hours:

M-F: 8-5:50;

Sat: 8-4:30

AUTO
RENTALS

WORLDWIDE  . Vacation Packages . Cruises    Tours . Groups . Flights . Hotels . Trains . Cars 

From # Nights

Max 45

 
4
3
3
5
7
3
3

LAS VEGAS 
DISNEY WORLD
MEXICO
CARIBBEAN CRUISE
ALASKAN CRUISE
HAWAII  
LONDON, ENGLAND 
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 

$250
$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

Air & Hotel, Park Passes

Air & Hotel
Cruise & Air
Cruise & Air
Air & Hotel
Air & Hotel

Air & Hotel

Per Adult

V A C A T I O N  S P E C I A L S B R A N S O N  

C H R I S T M A S  T O U R

December 7-12
Call for brochure

All specials may be for specific dates 
and are subject  to  availability 

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852 

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET 
QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK EARLY!
SAVE $’s

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs

Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding

Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing

Soffit & Fascia

Jeff Dreiling - Sales

       (785) 443-0819

Jim Murray - Owner

       (785) 443-1339

Free Estimates Free Estimates

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory

call Jasmine or Crystal today at 462-3963.
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nwkansas.com

Get On-Line for Value!

Call 462-3963 or stop by 155 W. 5th St.

NOW OPEN

Elaine Koeperich Owner/Stylist

Men, Women & Children CUTS/STYLES, COLOR/HIGHLIGHTS,
PERMS, MANICURES, WAXING AND PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS

Call 785-386-4108 for appointment
Tues - Fri; Sat. until noon; Evenings by appointment

WALK-INS WELCOME
4th & Nebraska,

Selden, KS

We’re in the process of MOVING OUR SHOWROOM to
Inlow Interiors in downtown Colby.  Business will continue as
usual during this transition.  Call us at 462-7843 • 460-1100
or 443-3140 to schedule your new kitchen or bath project.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Kitchen
& Bath

SHOWROOM
Sales & Service

Showroom open by appointment!

Man is too scared to take the leap
Dear Dr. Brothers: I’m a 35-year-

old guy with a good, solid job who 
has managed to save some money 
and make some pretty good invest-
ments. The problem is that a few of 
the people I work with have come up 
with what sounds like a pretty neat 
scheme to invest in real estate. I am 
the last one to actually put up the 
money. I can afford it, but for some 
reason I find myself too terrified to 
go in on the deal. At the same time, 
I am mortified to tell them. What the 
heck is wrong with me? 

— L.C.
Dear L.C.: I am not a financial 

expert or a real-estate maven, but 
I think anyone could understand 
your hesitation to invest funds in 
a venture where you could stand 
to lose considerable amounts 
of money. Any prudent person 
would have some hesitation. 
That being said, there remains 
the question of why you are the 
one with cold feet, while your 
colleagues -- undoubtedly people 
with good business judgment -- 
are going full-speed ahead. I can 
only venture a guess based upon 
a clue in your question.

The fact that your group has 
chosen real estate -- one of the few 

rather solid investment vehicles of 
the past few rocky years -- would 
point to probable success in your 
venture. But it is your use of the 
word “scheme” that interests me. 
It seems that what might set you 
apart from your partners is the 
feeling of taking advantage of 
something not quite kosher, some-
thing unearned about the rewards 
you are about to reap. Could it be 
that with success all but assured, 
you don’t feel you really deserve 
to make a killing in this venture -- 
er, scheme? If so, I’m sure you will 
find a use for your money that’s 
more compatible with your own 
sense of values. No need to feel 
“mortified.” Just tell your friends 
that you have to pass this time, 
and wish them good luck.

 * * *
Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband 

and I are very upset at the course of 
action our son is planning to take 
after he graduates from college this 
summer. He has worked hard and 
is getting a degree in business, so 
naturally we assumed he’d be land-
ing a good job. But now he tells us he 
wants to join the Peace Corps! As we 
recall from the 1960s, that’s mostly 
a bunch of hippies or druggies wast-
ing time instead of working. We are 
having no luck changing his mind. 
Should we let him go, in the interest 
of peace in the family, even though 
we don’t approve? 

— M.T.
Dear M.T.: Wow, it sounds as 

though your son was born about 
30 years too late, for when the 
Peace Corps first came on the 
scene, it was thought of as a ter-
ribly important and generous way 
to help less-fortunate people while 

at the same time seeing the world 
-- or at least an unfamiliar and 
interesting community where the 
skills of everyday living are anx-
iously awaited by the populace. 
Now, in the face of a more greedy 
time, we are expected to gravi-
tate toward the higher-paying, 
prestige-loaded job at the expense 
of doing good.

I think it would be very big of 
you to support your son’s deci-
sion. Remember, the Peace Corps 
is a limited assignment, and it may 
help him clarify his life’s path, 
as there are valuable lessons to 
be learned in this type of foreign 
affair. After his service, there is 
plenty of time for him to go the 
corporate route, if that is the right 
one for him. I think you should be 
proud of your son for his indepen-
dent thinking and altruistic spirit. 
Regardless of what first job he 
chooses, it will be a time of learn-
ing and self-discovery, as well as 
a period of forming values. He 
obviously doesn’t care much for 
yours. And perhaps you should 
take a look at why not.

(c) 2007 by King Features 
Syndicate

	    

Ask Dr. Brothers•
Dr. Joyce Brothers

Kansas storm damage 
to exceed $600 million

Prior to the December 2007 ice 
storm, Kansas had already experi-
enced three federally-declared di-
sasters resulting in a total of more 
than $480 million in damages. The 
winter storm of 2006 affected 44 
western Kansas counties and re-
sulted in $386 million dollars in 
expenses, while the Greensburg 
tornado in May and the northeast/
north central flooding at the same 
time resulted in $70 million in 
reimbursable losses. Then the 
June 29th southeast Kansas flood-
ing left more than $26 million in 
expenses.

The preliminary damage es-
timates for the recent ice storm 
reveal approximately $144 mil-
lion in losses for electrical co-
operatives alone. That leaves the 
state with more than $625 million 
in reimbursable losses in 2007, 
and the total is expected to in-
crease as the damage assessments 
provide new information.

“2007 was an unbelievable year 
in Kansas. We lost 25 lives in the 
four storms, an entire commu-
nity was nearly destroyed, many 
homes and personal belongings 
forever lost, and not a county in 
the state was spared some sort 
of impact,” said Maj. Gen. Tod 
Bunting, Director of Kansas Divi-
sion of Emergency Management 
and Kansas adjutant general. 
“The four disasters last year left 
a deep mark on our state, but we 
have seen the strength of Kansans 
as individuals and communities 
rebuild their lives, homes and 
businesses.”

December 2007 Ice Storm has 
many similarities to December 
2006 Storm

As preliminary damage assess-
ment teams are surveying the loss-
es from the recent ice storm, there 
are several similarities to the ice 
storm that hit the state a year ago. 

On December 28, 2006 the storm 
moved into western Kansas and 
by New Year’s Eve, it had grown 
in intensity resulting in numerous 
power outages. The recent storm 
moved into the state December 6, 
2007 and intensified December 10 
also resulting in a large number of 
power outages.

Kansas Electric Cooperatives 
sustained tremendous losses of 
power lines and poles in both 
storms. In 2006, nine of the co-
ops were affected with more than 
10,000 utility poles knocked 
down or damaged and 21 trans-
mission structures impacted. This 
time, 23 co-ops were affected and 
nearly 10,000 utility poles were 
again knocked down. Outages 
at the peak of last year’s storm 
were at 46,000 customers while 
approximately 50, 000 were in the 
dark this time. Power remained 
out for approximately three weeks 
in the western Kansas storm, and 
for approximately two weeks 
this time.

The December 2006 ice storm 
was the most expensive storm ever 
in the state with more than $386 
million dollars expended due to 
the storm, and approximately 
$350 million of those dollars went 
to reimburse the Kansas Electric 
Cooperatives for their repairs. 
Total damage assessments from 
the current storm won’t be in for 
a week or two, but preliminary 
assessments from Kansas Electric 
Cooperatives indicate approxi-
mately $144 million in losses have 
occurred to the electrical coops 
from the current storm. 

That number is expected to 
climb and does not include ex-
penses incurred by local govern-
ments to respond to the storm with 
emergency protective measures 
and debris clearing.

Kansas in spotlight for insurance regulation
By Sandy Praeger

Kansas Insurance Commissioner
Working for Kansas insurance 

consumers is always the No. 1 
priority in my job as Kansas Insur-
ance Commissioner, but I also have 
a national responsibility to fulfill 
during the coming months that in 
the long run may help Kansans with 
insurance matters.

I was elected president of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners for 2008 at the 
meeting in December. My duties in 
that office provide an opportunity 
for Kansas Insurance Department 
employees to be recognized na-
tionally for our work on insurance 
regulation in an ever-changing 

industry setting.
As a member of the commis-

sion since being elected to state 
office in 2003, I have been able 
to advance through the ranks as 
secretary-treasurer, vice president 
and president-elect before taking 
the helm for 2008. It has provided 
me with a tremendous educational 
experience and a broad range of 
views that can be brought back to 
our state to work into our regulatory 
and advocacy capacities on behalf 
of Kansans.

I’m sure Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, 
who was also the national commis-
sion president while she was state 
insurance commissioner, would 
agree the NAIC experience is a 

positive and enlightening one. The 
national organization is a voluntary 
organization of the chief insurance 
regulatory officials of the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia and five 
U.S. territories — American Samoa, 
Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam and the North Mariana Is-
lands. It is headquartered in Kansas 
City, Mo., which is very handy for 
me during my presidency.

The National Association of In-
surance Commissioner’s overriding 
objective is to assist state insurance 
regulators in protecting consumers 
and helping maintain the financial 
stability of the insurance industry. 
This is accomplished by offering 
financial, actuarial, legal, computer, 

research, market conduct and eco-
nomic expertise.

Formed in 1871 — the same year 
as the Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment was organized — the NAIC 
is the oldest association of state 
officials. 

One of the most useful activities 
of the organization is the interaction 
state regulators have in discussing 
insurance topics of interest through-
out the states and territories. Not 
only do the chief regulators work 
and chair committees on multiple 
issues, department employees and 
officials from across the country 
meet in regular meetings to find 
ways to make insurance regulation 
more consumer friendly.

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — As 
Louisiana’s strawberry farmers 
covered their crops for protection 
against the expected drop in tem-
peratures, the state’s peach farmers 
hoped the cold weather would stick 
around for a while.

“The more cold weather we have, 
the better,” said Joe Mitchum, a 
peach grower in northern Louisi-
ana.

While the cold snap might hurt 
south Louisiana’s sensitive straw-
berry crop, it will help north Loui-
siana’s peach farmers, whose fruit 
trees need cold weather during their 
period of dormancy.

Peach trees need about 800 hours 
of temperatures below 45 degrees 
each growing season, Mitchum 
said. Thus far, the weather has been 
too warm — Mitchum’s crop has 
had 250 hours of so-called “chill 
hours.” Ideally, the crop should 
have about 350 hours by this time 
of year.

Mitchum said a lack of chill hours 
generally results in smaller, mis-
shapen peaches at harvest season 

from late May through late July.
The warmer weather thus far has 

been ideal for the state’s strawberry 
crop, which has been thriving with 
months of dry, warm days and 
mild nights, said farmer William 
Fletcher, who grows strawberries 
in Ponchatoula, which bills itself 
as the “Strawberry Capital of the 
World.”

Since mid-November, Fletcher’s 
80,000 strawberry plants have been 
laden with berries in all stages of 
growth — from the white flowering 
blooms and small green berries to 
the plump and juicy red ones.

Fletcher says winter cold snaps 
always pose a danger to strawberry 
crops, particularly to the plants’ 
vulnerable blooms. The blooms, 
which are white flowers with yel-
low centers, extend past the plant’s 
leaves, making them vulnerable to 
the cold. If the blooms are burned by 
frost, their centers turn brown, they 
lose their petals and do not produce 
berries, Fletcher said.

“All we can do is cover them up 
and hope for the best,” he said.

January freeze sends mixed 
messages for fruit crops

Brought to you each week by:

Your

155 W. 5th • 462-3963

STRIKE ZONE
Dec. 28th  - Ten Pin  League
Team Won Lost Place
Farm Credit 42.5 21.5 1
Minds in the Gutter 34 30 2
Cal Williams 28 36 3
Colby Ag Center 27 37 4
Colby Bowl 26 38 5
First high Individual game: Kelly Horinek, 224
First high Individual series: Kelly Horinek, 562

Dec. 27th  -  King Pin
Team Won Lost Place
Colby Automotive 208 128 1
Colby Bowl 186 150 2
Orschelns 186 150 3
City Limits 177 159 4
T.J. Tire 168 168 5
5 Pony Men 164 172 6
www.visitcolby.com 156 180 7
Pink Steel 155 151 8
Morgan Construction 145 191 9
Balls Deep 119 217 10
First high Individual game: Lonnie Brogan, 287
First high Individual series:  Lonnie Brogan, 656

~ League Bowling Results ~
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