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Bridge

Famous Hand
In “The Maltese Falcon,” Sydney Green-

street’s character, Kasper Gutman, refers to 
Sam Spade, played by Humphrey Bogart, as a 
man of “nice judgments.”

In many ways, this description can be applied 
to successful bridge players. At the highest 
levels of the game, where the players have 
mastered the most complex bidding systems, 
and where the card play is virtually flawless, 
the difference between winning and losing is 
often determined by “nice judgments.”

  Take this deal, which was instrumental 
in France’s 27-IMP victory over the United 
States in the final of the 1997 world team 
championship. The bidding shown occurred 
when Herve Mouiel and Franck Multon were 
playing North-South for France against Bobby 
Wolff and Bob Hamman of the U.S. Mouiel’s 
three-diamond bid was pre-emptive, and 
Wolff’s double was “responsive,” indicating 
moderate values and length in the unbid suits. 
Hamman’s subsequent four-heart bid ended 
the auction. 

 Mouiel led the ace and another diamond, 
ruffed by Hamman, who then played the heart 
queen, ducked by South. When Hamman next 
tried the heart jack, Multon won and returned 
the nine of hearts to dummy’s king. This left 
Multon in position to draw dummy’s last trump 
and run his diamonds after he gained the lead 
with the club ace, and the result was down four 
- plus 200 for France. 

At the other table, the bidding went:
	    East		  South	 W e s t 	

North
	    1 [C]	 1 [D]	 1 [S]	 4 [D]
	    Pass		  5 [D]	 Dble	
Eric Rodwell, South for the U.S., continued 

to five diamonds after his partner’s pre-emptive 
raise to four, and was doubled by Alain Levy. 
Levy led the spade ace and switched to a club, 
establishing a club trick for the defense before 
the king of spades could be driven out. So 
Rodwell finished down one, another 200 points 
and 9 IMPs to France.

Of course, if Levy had cashed the spade 
king at trick two, Rodwell would have made 
the contract, but that sort of misjudgment was 
decidedly uncommon for the French at the 
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This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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