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Bridge

The Step-by-Step Approach

Everyone knows that each player is 
dealt 13 cards and that each suit contains 
13 cards, but many players neglect to 
take full advantage of this knowledge. If 
they referred to that magic number more 
often, they would find that the play of 
the cards is not nearly as difficult as it 
sometimes seems to be.

Here is a simple exercise utilizing the 
number 13. East wins the opening spade 
lead and continues the suit, South ruffing 
with the ace of diamonds. Declarer next 
plays the king of trumps, East showing 
out.

It is only trick three, but South already 
knows a great deal about the unseen 
hands. He knows West started with 
exactly one spade and four diamonds, 
and also knows from the bidding that 
West has at least five hearts headed by 
the ace and most likely the  At least 10 of 
West’s cards are consequently known to 
be lodged in three suits, which is merely 
a different way of saying that West has at 
most three clubs.

All declarer has to do now is to take 
advantage of this knowledge. He should 
realize that if he simply draws trumps 
and then plays a low heart to the queen, 
he will very likely lose two heart tricks 
and go down one.

To stop this from occurring, he should 
cash the A-K of clubs, then lead a low 
trump to the ten and ruff a club. This 
eliminates West’s clubs.

South next draws West’s last two 
trumps, reducing all hands to four cards, 
and plays the king of hearts. West, with 
only the A-J-9-8 of hearts left, must win 
with the ace and return a heart, allowing 
declarer to score the ten. If West doesn’t 
take the first heart, he makes South’s task 
even easier.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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