. Firefighters
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Weather
Corner

Tonight...Mostly cloudy

with a 20 percent chance of
snow showers in the evening...
Then partly cloudy after mid-
night. Lows in the lower 20s.
Northwest winds 10 to 15
mph.
Saturday...Mostly cloudy in
the morning then becoming
partly sunny. Isolated sprinkles
or flurries in the afternoon.
Highs around 40. Northwest
winds 15 to 20 mph. Saturday
night...Mostly cloudy in the
evening then becoming partly
cloudy. Isolated flurries in
the evening. Lows around 18.
Northwest winds around 10
mph.

Sunday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the lower 40s. North-
west winds around 10 mph.
Sunday night...Partly cloudy.
Lows around 17.

Monday and Monday night...
Partly cloudy. Highs in the up-
per 30s. Lows around 19.
Tuesday...Mostly sunny. Highs
in the mid 40s. Tuesday night...
Mostly cloudy. Lows around
16.

Wednesday...Colder. Most-
ly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of light snow. Highs
in the mid 30s. Wednesday
night...Mostly cloudy. Lows
around 13.

Thursday...Mostly
Highs in the upper 20s.

Thursday’s low, high: 21, 29

sunny.

By Tom Betz
ntbetz @ nwkansas.com
Goodland Star-News

Sherman County Commission-
ers, members of the rural fire
board and volunteer firemen tried
for more than an hour and a half
Monday to find ways to stretch the
district budget to pay for a full-
time fire chief without coming up
with a solution.

The volunteers asked that Alan
David, the Goodland rural fire
chief, be named as full-time rural
fire chief to oversee the Good-
land, Kanorado and Brewster de-
partments.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
said he felt it was a good idea, but
asked if there would be enough
money in the fire budget to pay
him.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said
he was in favor of a full-time chief,
which he said would be good for
all three departments. He said he
was concerned about fitting the
salary and benefits in the budget.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said he understood the need, but
felt the county has not looked at all
the options, and that they should
be working with the city, which
has a full-time chief, rather than
increasing the district’s costs.

David said he felt there is
enough work for a full-time chief,
and that a person in that position
could help bring in more grants to
pay for equipment and a new fire
house.

Richard Allaman, a fire board
member and farmer who lives in
the district, said he felt it was the
consensus of the board to have one
chief over both the city and county
departments.

AP

Farming, health care highlight Congressman’s comments

By Pat Schiefen
pjschiefen @ nwkansas.com
Goodland Star-News

Congressman  Jerry Moran
stopped to talk with about 30
voters in Goodland Wednesday
morning, fielding questions on
agriculture and health care, which
he said we two of the top issues in
Washington this year.

The representative noted that
disaster assistance for farmers had
passed, and that the Department
of Veteran Affairs increased the
mileage reimbursement for vets
who have to go to another town
for health care from 11 cents a
mile (started in 2002) to 28.5
cents a mile.

He said he was disappointed that
Goodland did not get a VA out-
reach clinic for this area, although
he thought that having one in Bur-
lington was still an improvement
for veterans who used to have to
drive to Hays or Denver.

“I believe greatly in leadership,”
Moran said to the 11th class of
Leadership Sherman County. “If
good things happen in the commu-
nity, the people make it happen.

“I also hope that the No Child
Left Behind mandates will be re-
pealed or reformed. Teaching is a
noble profession. It is a challenge
to keep and recruit teachers, and
the No Child Left Behind Act has
made that harder.”

“In 2008, I hope to have worked
on a satisfactory ag bill,” Moran
said.

Moran, who was on his way to
catch a plane at the Denver airport
after the holiday recess, said he
always stops first in Goodland on
his way back to Washington.

“I have always been impressed
with the community and the ag
community, with its younger set
of farmers,” he said.

John Golden, an area farmer and
civic leader, asked if pinto beans
will be part of the farm bill, and

Congressman Jerry Moran visited with about 30 voters Wednesday morning at the Northwest
Kansas Technical College Student Union. Moran talked about what Congress had done last year

and what the top issues would be this year, including health and agriculture bills. Photo by Pat Schie-
fen/The Goodland Star-News

Moran said he is working on that.

Betty Jean Schields, a member
of the Sherman County Farm Bu-
reau board and farmer, asked about
crop insurance and how much it
costs. Moran said that farmers in
Iowa, Illinois and Ohio say they
do not want to be forced to have
crop insurance and that has been
a problem.

Moran said that he wants to
keep direct payments for farmers
and viable crop insurance in the
farm bill. When Farm Bureau and
other groups come to Congress to
talk, he said, they need to go talk
to members outside the ag areas so
they understand the issues.

Ken Klemm, a buffalo rancher
and part of the Buffalo Guys,
asked Moran if he could do any-
thing about the fact that for buffa-
lo the USDA inspects the meat at

propose rural fire chief

Tiede said that is something
that might be worked out down
the road, but felt that for now, the
county needs to have a full-time
person to help the three rural de-
partments with their paperwork
and equipment needs.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel
said the fire district has a separate
tax levy and is a separate taxing
entity. She said all the expenses of
a full-time fire chief would have
to come out of the district budget,
and that the district presently has
a 5 mill cap. She said the current
levy of 4.7 mills brings in about
$190,000 a year, but the district
has a budget of $274,000 because
of a large carryover from the pre-
vious year.

David asked if the county could
split the cost with the district.
Tiede said that would require the
chief to have two sets of duties.

Rumpel said she did not know,
but that someone who knows more
about state budget law would have
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to answer that question. David
said he would like to discuss the
option with County Attorney Bon-
nie Selby.

Thomas said he thought the
money could come from the ex-
isting budget, adding that he had
not figured on having to pay all
the employee benefits out of the
district budget. He said that could
make the district budget too tight
to be able to continue to improve
the equipment.

Volunteer fireman Stan Duell,
owner of NAPA Auto Parts, asked
if the tax levy could be raised. He
said it would be good to ask those
living in the fire district if they are
willing to pay more to have better
fire protection. Rumpel said the
district tax levy could be raised
to 7 mills, which would bring in
about $80,000 more per year, with
approval of district voters.
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NOW SHOWING
Jan. 11th - Jan. 17th

ENCHANTED

PG 1 Hour, 50 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

THE WATER HORSE:
LEGEND OF THE DEEP

PG 1 Hour, 55 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday, - Thursday 7:00

Colby Cinema
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40’ x 56’ x 12’ fully erected, colored metal, engineered trusses on 4’ centers,
posts on 8’ centers, 2”x 6” wallboards on 2’ centers, #2 lumber used on roof
lncludes: 1- upgraded walk door, 1-12° slider, rat guard,
eve trim, top and bottom closure strips, tax, and a one year guarantee.
Additional freight may apply.

purlins and wallboards.

1-866-492-1978

Vap Construction, Inc.  Owner: Jeff Vap * vaps@sbcglobal.net
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Barn Special: $17,600

785-626-3121

785-626-5110

slaughter and again at each of the
different processing steps, such
as grinding or making into jerky.
Moran said he would like more
information and Klemm said he
would send him some.

“The No. 1 domestic issue will
be the cost of health care,” he
said.

Goodland Regional Medical
Center Administrator Jay Jolly
said that the hospital is having
problems getting ambulance bills

-

Orange & Black Classic

FCA BREAKFAST OF
CHAMPIONS

Sat., January 19th ~ 9 a.m.

Community Building Basement

9:30 a.m. (directly following in the gym)
Inspirational Speaker Blaise Foret
Mr. Foret is currently an instructor at the Honor Academy

in Garden Valley, Texas. He has been active in sports
and student outreach!

paid for the ambulances based in
Kanorado and Brewster. Jolly said
Medicare won’t pay a set fee be-
cause the ambulances are making
runs of less than 35 miles.

Jolly said they are also having
billing and reimbursement prob-
lems with the telemedicine oncol-
ogy clinic with the University of
Kansas Medical Center. He said
many specialists are not willing to
travel to rural areas, and that tele-
medicine could help fill the gap,
if the government programs will
help pay for it.

At the present, the hospital uses
telemedicine for child psychol-
ogy and oncology, or cancer. He
said they would like to be able to
use emergency room doctors from
hospitals in Denver and other cit-
ies to help get patients ready for
transport there.

Jolly said that Blue Cross/Blue
Shield seems to be opposed to
telemedicine and asked if Moran
could help, adding that he thought
telemedicine could help to keep
costs down and provide access to
specialized care.

Moran said his district, which
covers about two-thirds of Kan-
sas, has 75 hospitals, the most for
any district in Congress.
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Chris Dorman
Mortgage Broker

The Loan Connection
you need for Residential, Ag
and Commercial mortgages.

e Purchase ¢ Refinance
e Good Credit
e Less Than Perfect Credit
e Bill Consolidation
* Business Expansion
311 Center Ave. Suite A
Oakley, KS, 67748
Office: 785-672-8961
Fax: 785-672-8962
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Learn the ABC’s of being true to your school with Sunflower Bank!

“ WE PAY FOR A<S! Students, bring a copy of your current report card to
Sunflower Bank — and you could be one of five winners, earning $10 for each A!
Plus, we'll match that donation to your school. Also, you could be chosen to

appear on TV!

BUCKS FOR DUR SCHOOLS. Each time you use your debit card, a
participating school can receive: & 10 cents when you enter your PIN
#y 20 cents when you sign
And don't forget to enroll in Sign & Save — round up all your transactions to the
next dollar, and automatically deposit the spillover cents into your savings account!

6 CHECKING IS FREE! Switch to Sunflower and you

could earn up to $100* when you switch your checking
account to Sunflower Bank. Best of all, we donate a
matching amount to the school of your choice.

“A” and “C” above are effective during the months of January & February, 2008. “B” is effective

Jan. 1—March 31, 2008. The report card drawings will be held on March 1, 2008.

Switch to
Sunflower
and earn up to

*100

deposited into your account when you present this ad*

Earn $10

Open a new Checking Account

Earn $10

Apply for a Sunflower Bank

credit card

Colby < 500 N. Franklin

&

Earn $10

For each signed agreement
for auto deposit or payment
from your account™**

Earn $10
Enroll for SunNet™ Online
Banking and FREE Bill Pay

Earn $10

Bring in your current checking

Statement for easy transfer

Earn $10

Open a Sign & Save savings

account and debit card transfer

Earn $10

Sign up for eStatements!

(785) 462-3313 + www.sunflowerbank.com

FDIC

* This is a limited time offer for new households only. Must maintain accounts for six months. One checking account per household. $100 minimum
deposit to open account. ** Limited to 4 ACH debits or credits from your account.

© 2007L Sunflower Bank SUBA-389
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