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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

    Test Your Play
1. You are declarer with the West hand at Six 

Hearts, and North leads the queen of diamonds. 
How would you play the hand?

West 
[S] A 10 
[H] A J 9 6 2 
[D] A K 
[C] A K 7 3 
East
[S] J 8 3
[H] K 10 7 4
[D] 5
[C] Q 10 6 4 2
2. You are declarer with the West hand at Three 

Notrump, and North leads the queen of diamonds, 
South playing the seven. How would you play 
the hand?

West 
[S] 8 5 4 3 
[H] 6 4 
[D] A 3 
[C] 8 6 5 3 2 
East
[S] A Q 7
[H] A K Q 7 3
[D] 8 5
[C] A K Q
 1. You are sure to make the contract -- even 

if you lose a trump trick -- provided the clubs 
are divided 2-2 or 3-1, since you can eventually 
discard your spade loser on dummy’s fifth club. 
The same is true if the clubs are divided 4-0 and 
North has all four of them, since in that case you 
can trap his jack and thus get home safely. The 
only real danger, therefore, is that South has 
the J-9-8-5 of clubs, so you should plan the play 
on that basis. Once you consign four clubs to 
South and none to North, it follows that North is 
far more likely to be longer in trumps than South.   
Accordingly, at trick two you should play the ace 
of hearts, planning to continue with a heart and 
finesse the ten. This method of play makes it 
extremely unlikely that the slam will fail. 2. Let’s 
assume you duck the diamond queen and North 
continues with the six to South’s king. You win 
with the ace, and the question is whether it is 
better to lead a spade to the queen at trick three 
or cash the A-K-Q of hearts in the hope that the 
opposing hearts are divided 3-3.  There is no 
doubt that, percentagewise, the winning play is 
to rely on the spade finesse rather than a 3-3 heart 
division. In the long run, North will be dealt the 
king of spades 50 percent of the time, while the 
hearts will divide evenly only 36 percent of the 
time, so the spade finesse is significantly better. 
It is only fair to add that in situations like this, the 
right play sometimes turns out to be wrong, and 
the wrong play sometimes succeeds. Even so, 
over the long haul, it is much better to go with 
the odds.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 
 

A Backward Defensive Play
Assume you hold the East hand and are 

defending against four hearts. You win the 
opening spade lead with the ace as declarer 
follows with the eight. How do you continue?

To defeat the contract, your side needs to take 
three more tricks. You must therefore construct 
a lie of the cards that will allow you   Looking at 
dummy, it is obvious that your side will not get 
another spade trick, nor will you take any club 
tricks. Furthermore, there is an excellent chance 
that dummy’s clubs will furnish South with five 
tricks, regardless  Although partner might have 
the ace of hearts, that will not really help your 
cause. In that case, the ace of diamonds would 
have to be in South’s hand, which would limit 
the defense to no more than three tricks -- a 
spade, a heart and a diamond. Consequently, 
that possibility must be dismissed, leaving you 
with just one hope -- that partner has the ace of 
diamonds.

 Once this conclusion is reached, the only 
problem remaining is how to cash three diamond 
tricks before declarer can discard his diamond 
losers. You can lead the K-Q of diamonds, but 
unless partner overtakes the second diamond 
with the ace and gives you a ruff, a third diamond 
trick will not be forthcoming. However, partner 
is not likely to find this play without peeking into 
your hand.

To alert him to the necessity of overtaking the 
second diamond, something unusual most be 
done. So, contrary to normal procedure, you 
lead the queen of diamonds first, followed by 
the king.

    Partner should have no trouble 
deciphering the meaning of these plays. Since 
you have played your diamonds in reverse order 
-- which you would not do with three or more cards 
in the suit -- he should overtake the king with the 
ace and return a diamond to deliver the killing 
blow.
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