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Miss Rodeo America fortunate to be from Colby

By Heather Templ
2007 Junction City Rodeo

Queen

2008 Miss Rodeo America Amy
Wilson, 21, is the daughter of Lon-
nie and Lori Wilson, and who has
five supportive siblings, Kayla,
Brenda, Sally, Dana, and Brent.
Amy and her family call the town
of Colby home.

Amy headed out to the Miss Ro-
deo America pageant in Las Vegas
as Miss Rodeo Kansas 2007 on
Nov. 30, 2007. She returned home
on Dec. 17, 2007, as Miss Rodeo
America 2008. Amy is the second
queen from Kansas to hold this
prestigious title. The first Kansas
winner was Diana Putnam Friend,
Miss Rodeo America 1980. It
might have taken Kansas 30
years to have another Miss Rodeo
America, but the wait was defi-
nitely worth it.

Don’t let the big hair, pretty
face and crown fool you, this girl
can rope and ride with the best.
A rodeo queen and cowgirl, Amy
has competed with the Colby
Community College Rodeo team,
junior rodeos as well as Kansas
High School rodeo. Her events
included barrels, poles, goats and
breakaway roping. She’s excited
about her new barrel horse but
confesses to her favorite event of
roping. Amy is truly an asset to
the sport of rodeo, not only is she
their spokesperson but is also a
seasoned competitor herself.

Amy graduated from Colby
Community College with an As-
sociates of Science degree in Agri-
Business and Associate of Arts
in Communications. She plans
to continue her education at Fort
Hays State University and pursue
a career in ag-related television
broadcasting with the goal to be-
come a broadcaster for televised
professional rodeo.

A product of what she speaks,
Amy is a devout Christian, never
hesitating to profess her faith. Be-
ing truly genuine and kind were
traits that made her the winner of
the personality category in Vegas.
The other categories that Amy
won include: appearance, speech,
and photogenics.

When asked what her favorite
part of the pageant was she re-
plied, “It was all great, there were
so many awesome events.” Later,
she confessed that her favorite part
was being with all the other 27
girls. She said they were all incred-
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Miss Rodeo America Amy Wilson, (center) is surrounded by her family: from left, Sally, Dana,
father Lonnie, Amy, mother Lori, Brent, Brenda and Kayla. Amy won the honor in December and
will tour the country this year promoting the sport of rodeo.

ible and extremely supportive, es-
pecially her roommate whom she
had never met, Miss Rodeo Mich-
igan, Kaytie Zudiema, and one of
her new best friends, Miss Rodeo
Utah, Jenna Whitiker. Amy truly
enjoyed hanging out with them, as
well as the great friends she had
made throughout the year.

As Miss Rodeo America Amy
will be attending many rodeos and
will be riding a variety of horses
as a rodeo representative. At the
MRA pageant, there is the horse-
manship competition. It enables
each contestant to display their
talents and riding abilities. The
ladies compete on two different
horses in two different patterns.
One pattern is given to them, and
the other is a freestyle pattern that
the competitors must come up
with on their own. Amy had been
preparing for her freestyle during
her entire reign as Miss Rodeo
Kansas — there were going to be
no unexpected surprises in Vegas
for her. She attended the MRA
seminar in Amarillo, Texas were
American Quarter Horse Asso-
ciation professionals gave helpful
hints on how to pull off a beautiful
freestyle pattern.

Bronc and Kate Rumford invit-
ed her to their home so she could
get the feel of different horses, and
Kate helped her create her pat-
tern. Later when Amy was home
practicing the pattern, she realized
it was over the time limit, so she

went to her friend Joy Cole to help
her tweak the pattern to fit the al-
lotted time. It was a lengthy pro-
cess, but she says it was all worth
it. She wanted a pattern that would
show off the qualities of the horse
she was on, and had several ver-
sions of the pattern in case there
was something her mount wasn’t
the strongest at. She drew the first
slot in the freestyle pattern and felt
confident with her ride. She says
her one regret of the whole pageant
was not winning horsemanship, “I
wish I could have won horseman-
ship because being a cowgirl and
good horsewoman is so impor-
tant to me and a necessary skill
to represent rodeo.” Even though
she may not have won horseman-
ship at the pageant, she is still an
outstanding horse woman, and is
an amazing representative for the
sport of Professional Rodeo.

The MRA pageant was judged
by four judges, two men and two
women. Joy Murray, who just
happens to be Ty Murrays mother,
Annie Bianco Ellet, Dee Oakeson,
and Steve Stevens who is a past
American Quarter Horse Associa-
tion president.

Amy said that Joy Murray set-
up a time for all the contestants
to meet her son Ty Murray, also
known as the “King of Cowboys.”
He gladly gave all the contestants
signed autographs...now that’s
the kind of judge every queen
dreams about. Amy was offi-

cially crowned the 53rd Miss Ro-
deo America on Saturday Dec.8,
2007, at The Orleans Hotel show-
room by 2007 Miss Rodeo Amer-
ica Ashley Andrews. Amy said
that immediately after she was
crowned, all the girls swarmed her
with hugs and well wishes. She
then made her first walk as Miss
Rodeo America 2008, waving and
smiling her thanks. Then she was
quickly ushered off stage and into
another room where she met with
her overjoyed and exceptionally
proud family before she was off
to her first press conference wear-
ing her brand new Montana Sil-
versmith belt buckle and carrying
the unique Black Hills Gold MRA
tiara on her white Bailey hat. Amy
made her first queens run as 2008
Miss Rodeo America on Sunday,
Dec. 9 during the Wrangler Na-
tional Finals Rodeo at the Thomas
and Mack Arena in Las Vegas.

Amy said, “It was awesome — 1
loved it.”

This year is going to be truly
amazing and unforgettable for
Amy, her family, and the state of
Kansas.

Amy said, “I feel blessed and
am very thankful to everyone for
their prayers and support.

“I’'m excited that this is God’s
plan for me and I look forward
to a great year!” We are so for-
tunate to have such an upstand-
ing spokeswoman come from the
Land of Oz.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine, Crystal or Hannah today at 462-3963.

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

We're in the process of MOVING OUR SHOWROOM to
Inlow Interiors in downtown Colby. Business will continue as
usual during this transition. Call us at 462-7843 ¢ 460-1100
or 443-3140 to schedule your new kitchen or bath project.
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Showroom open by appointment! |
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Need a new insurance partner?

-

David L. Browne Il

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life
College | Retirement

[

550 N Franklin Ave
Colby
(785) 462-3388

Insurance -

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Investments

www.fbfs.com
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals + Orthodontics
« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free ESTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 ','%>'W}'. CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > s QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 PR s o2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 g | ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
s.:?'ﬂ \15‘«4
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VACATION SPECIALS gon Vonions MRLLleMISToMIF: V]
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4 (]
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK EA’?LY'
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo Poo3l SAVE $’s
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,050 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE ERSYYRRI T Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air & Hotel | $740 3 ; -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air & Hotel | $700 | 3| All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359 Max 45! and are subject to availability
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930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

Hours:
M-F: 8-5:50;
Sat: 8-4:30
Phone: 785-460-0828
Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)
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Governor intensifies
campaign for
health reform plan

TOPEKA (AP) — Gov. Kath-
leen Sebelius is ramping up her
campaign for a comprehensive
health reform plan and trying to
overcome legislative opposition
to increasing tobacco taxes to
pay for it.

The plan would phase in a
$227 million increase in spend-
ing on health care initiatives
over five years. Most of the
money would provide health
coverage to poor and working-
class families, either through the
state or by subsidizing private
insurance.

Supporters believe the state
can’t afford the new spending
without raising additional rev-
enues, and they see higher to-
bacco taxes as a logical source.
Sebelius also doesn’t want leg-
islators to split those initiatives
from others designed to encour-
age preventive care, improve
Kansans’ overall health and
lower costs.

Sebelius had a news confer-
ence Thursday at Stormont-Vail
HealthCare with members of the
Kansas Health Policy Authority,
which drafted the 21-point plan.
Also participating was Sen. Jim
Barnett, a physician and Empo-
ria Republican who ran against
Sebelius in 2006.

Also, the governor’s staff
released a list Thursday of 45
organizations and 27 health of-
ficials or public health advocates
who support the plan.

The Legislature convenes its
2008 session Monday and its
leaders and Sebelius see health
care as among the most impor-
tant issues. The Health Policy
Authority, formed in 2005 to
review health care issues, spent
months working on its plan be-
fore releasing it in November.

Sebelius said keeping the plan
intact is important to making

the sweeping changes in health
care.

“Certainly, a payment stream
is critical as you look at new
services, new opportunities for
Kansans,” Sebelius said. “That’s
why I think it’s very important
that the package be looked at
as a package, and hopefully the
Legislature will see it that way
and not pick out bits and piec-
es. If that happens, we’re likely
to have some very uneven re-
sults.”

The Health Policy Authority’s
plan would increase the ciga-
rette tax by 50 cents a package,
to $1.29, then keep increasing it
each year with inflation. It also
would increase taxes on other
tobacco products by 57 percent.
The changes would generate be-
tween $61 million and $65 mil-
lion a year, according to legisla-
tive researchers.

Sebelius proposed similar in-
creases in tobacco taxes, also to
finance health care initiatives, at
the end of 2004 but legislators
ignored her proposal.

“It’s going to be a tough sell,”
Barnett acknowledged. “I think
we need to start at the very
top and not come down or be
brought down from the begin-
ning because we think it’s going
to be difficult.”

Sebelius and public health
advocates argue that it’s logical
to use tobacco taxes because to-
bacco use increases health care
costs. Also, other states’ expe-
riences show that when the tax
increases, young people smoke
less.

But the GOP-controlled Leg-
islature generally is skeptical of
raising taxes, fearing it will hurt
the economy. Some also argue
that any growth in tobacco tax
revenues won’t keep pace with
rising medical costs.

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT
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JAN. 24, 2008

Y THURSDAY,
I @10:30 AM, MST

SELLERS: Calvin Harvie, Scott Wakefield & Dennis Coryell

AUCTION LOCATION: Joes, Colorado - South side of Hwy
36, across from the Colorado Dept. of Transportation lot on
the West edge of town. SIGNS WILL BE POSTED!

’07 PJ 26’ GN

s

TRACTORS:

¢’92 Ford 9030 Bi-directional ,
105 HP, 6,145 hrs, w/Ford
2360 loader, grapple &
Weissmaster pallet fork( to be
sold separately)

oJD 8440, 2 SVC'’s, PTO, 3pt
e’76 JD 2030A, 2 SVC's, PTO,
3pt, 2,611 hrs, wiJD 148
loader

oMM GB Tractor, propane

oMM M602, propane w/mower
deck & 336 blade

COMBINES & HEADERS:

¢’00 JD 9650 STS, Greenstar,
3,000 eng hrs, 2,346 sep hrs
¢’91 NH TR96, 4,100 eng hrs,
3,035 sep hrs

oJD 853 Row head

oJD 643 Corn head

oNH 971 30’ header

¢2) JD 212 pickup headers
FARM MACHINERY:

eBrent 772 grain cartelH 620
14’ drill, DD, 7 spacing
eStrobel 8-row stalk
choppereLilliston 8-row
cultivatoreKrause 1293 16’

offset discelH 55 15’ 3pt chisel
eJD 20’ toolbar, 3pt w/gauge

wheels and cultivator shanks
¢2)JD 20’ onewayseWestfield
10"x61’ PTO auger
RECREATIONAL _VEHICLES:
’03 New Vision Ultra 36’ 5"

wheel camper, 3 slide outs
eRoyal Dutchman 30’ RV, 2
slide outs

HAYING EQUIPMENT:eNH 688
round baler w/net or twine wrap

HAYING EQUIPMENT CONT’D:
oJD 530 round balersNH 16’
2300 series Haybine swather
head, 102" conditionere’92
A&L 2010 hyd hay fluffereNH
258 and 260 Hay rake,
w/tandem hitche’07 “Pride of
the Prairie” 26’ round bale
carrier, slide-on rack, hyd self]
unloading
TRAILERS:
’07 PJ 26’ GN flatbed trl,
tandem dually, 10K axles,
ramps, Like New
¢’06 Circle D 6'x16’ bumper pull
stock trailer
¢’77 Sturdi-Bilt 5x16’ bumper
pull stock trailer
¢’72 J&L 38’ aluminum hopper|
trl w/4700 gal liquid tank &
900 bu grain capacity
oHM PU box trailer w/fuel tank
eShop built double header trl
MISCELLANEOUS: e Shop-built
8-row 3pt sprayer, Red Ball flow
indicator, Teejet 744-A-1
controller eWindpower 25KW
PTO generator eAgri-inject fert
pump, 20  gpmeAgri-inject
chemigation unit, 70 gal tank
eSpreadall 12" aeration fan
e\Water well pressure tanks, 10
& 20 gale25 gal oil tank 2) 550
gal pivot fertilizer tankse 18.4-38
clamp-on duals eIH Front weight
bracket eHeavy duty tow hitch
02) gauge wheelse2)
greenhouse 48" fans & 1) 36”
faneTruck tires & rimse3) hay|
tarps for 48’ drop deck semi trl

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

VISIT @www. farmandranchrealty.com

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/' 785.462-6995 FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC

RESIDENTIAL 1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL :‘: Neal Mann, Listing Agent (785-635-2102) é!ﬁ
'IG'amkg Shingles 1-785-462-6642 \?v%ptbe;gion%? P|Iy o www.MyWindowCleaner.net 1420 W. 4™ - COLBY, KS 67701

AF Shingles ite Ingle Fly . . - - -
Wood Shingles Buit Up Systems Serving Colby since 1992! Toll Free 1-800-247-7863

DONALD HAZLETT, BROKER/AUCTIONEER
“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it's as good as SOLD!”

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris and Beth Lewon 650 N Grant/Colby, KS - FREE ESTIMATES
—_— - r—— 4
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