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Bridge

 Distributional Hand Evaluation
     
As the bidding progresses, the rise 

and fall of one’s values is a phenom-
enon worthy of close attention. In 
distributional hands especially, their 
worth may fluctuate startlingly as new 
information is gathered from the op-
ponents’ or partner’s bidding.  For ex-
ample, when you first look at today’s 
South hand, you would initially rank it 
as well above a mini mum opening bid. 
Not only does it contain 15 high-card 
points, but it has an attractive 5-5-3-0 
distribution. Point-counters might dif-
fer as to the exact value of the hand, 
deeming it worth anywhere from 17 
to 20 points, depending on which 
school they came from. But North’s 
one-spade response should have a 
depressing effect on the initial evalu-
ation. The spade void is no longer 
an asset but a liability. In fact, at this 
point the hand depreciates to only its 
high-card values. However, when you 
next bid two clubs and partner jumps 
to three diamonds, the complexion 
of the hand changes radically. The 
original value is not only restored, 
but augmented. Your previous doubt 
as to whether there was even a game 
is more than resolved -- so much so 
that a slam is now a very real possi-
bility. And, you should conclude that 
if North feels the combined hands will 
pro duce 11 tricks, you’re The play 
of the hand is relatively simple. Only 
one pitfall has to be avoided. You plan 
a straight crossruff to score 12 tricks, 
but you should cash your two heart 
tricks very early -- before starting the 
crossruff. If you don’t, you’ll wind up 
with your arm in a sling after West 
gets rid of his remaining heart while 
you are ruffing clubs in dummy. 

After playing the king of hearts, ace 
of clubs and ace of hearts, you ruff 
spades and clubs back and forth, fin-
ishing with 12 easy tricks. That’s all 
there is to it.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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