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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

A 100 Percent Finesse
	    
Today’s hand features the recurring 

problem of whether to finesse or play for the 
drop of the queen when missing Q-x-x-x of 
a suit. The general rule is to cash the A-K, 
but because this is mathematically a very 
close proposition, declarer will frequently 
switch to the finesse for good and sufficient 
reasons. Such was the case in this deal. 

South found himself in six hearts after the 
sequence shown. The slam was an excellent 
one, since it would make if West had the king 
of spades, or if a club loser could be avoided. 
West’s diamond lead was ruffed, and two 
rounds of trumps were drawn. The king of 
clubs was then cashed, and another club 
was led toward dummy, West playing the 
ten. To finesse or not to finesse was now the 
question. Declarer finessed and made the 
contract. But it was not just a lucky guess. 
The finesse guaranteed the contract, win 
or lose. This was because if East turned up 
with the queen, he would have no choice 
but to hand South the slam by returning a 
spade or a diamond -- the only two suits he 
still held.

 If East led a spade into dummy’s A-Q-J-6, 
declarer’s other spade loser would go on 
dummy’s fifth club. And if East returned a 
diamond instead, South would discard a 
spade, ruff in dummy and again score the 
rest.

	    So the club finesse, with nine cards 
of the suit, turned out also to be a safety 
play.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

Steppingstone to Success

The most innocent-looking cards sometimes 
prove to be worth their weight in gold. For 
example, if you study the East hand -- and 
we hope you won’t have occasion to study 
many like it -- you wouldn’t think that this 
motley collection could contribute anything 
of significant value to the defense against four 
spades. But it did, as we shall presently see.   
At first blush, when you look at all four hands, 
it might seem that four spades is laydown. 
But declarer failed to make the contract, and, 
what’s more, there was nothing he could do 
about it. When you run into the kind of defense 
he encountered, you just have to tip your hat 
and let it go at that.  West led the heart king, 
East signaling with the eight to begin a high-
low, and continued with the ace, East playing 
the three. West now studied the situation at 
length and concluded that in view of South’s 
opening bid, plus what he could see in his own 
hand and dummy, there was no chance East 
could come up with a defensive trick of his 
own.   However, West also realized that if his 
partner held just the five of spades, the contract 
could be beaten. Accordingly, he led a low heart 
(instead of the jack) at trick three! East ruffed 
with his one and only trump, the five, forcing 
declarer to overruff with the queen. As a result, 
South had to go down one, since he could not 
avoid losing a trump trick to West as well as the 
ace of diamonds. Good defense by West, you 
might say, because if he had led the heart jack 
at trick three, East might not have bothered to 
ruff his partner’s high heart. At the same time, 
though, it cannot be denied that East’s lowly 
five struck the really decisive blow. It just goes 
to show that even the sorriest of hands may 
occasionally perform a function that almost 
defies credulity.
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