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Bridge

Famous Hand
 This deal occurred in the quarter-

final match between Norway and Italy 
at the 1997 world team championship in 
Hammamet, Tunisia. It features a truly 
brilliant play by Italy’s Lorenzo Lauria, 
who found the only way to defeat a slam 
that appeared certain to succeed.

The deal was the last in the 96-deal 
match. At one table, the Italian North-
South pair reached five clubs and made 
six. After a heart lead and a trump shift, 
declarer drew trumps and led a diamond 
to the jack. When the finesse worked and 
the diamonds divided 3-2, declarer had 
the rest of the tricks. 

 At the second table, the Norwegian 
pair of Tor Helness and Geir Helgemo 
were North-South, and the bidding went 
as shown. Lauria, East, won the opening 
heart lead with the king and went into a 
lengthy huddle. 

 As Lauria contemplated his next move, 
the Vu-Graph commentators analyzing 
the deal before a large audience observed 
that the only way to defeat the slam was 
to return a diamond into dummy’s strong 
suit. This is not a play that would occur to 
many, and most players would no doubt 
elect to continue with a second heart, 
shift to the queen of spades or perhaps 
return a trump. 

 After several agonizing minutes, Lau-
ria, crediting Helgemo with a hand such 
as the one he had, found the killing dia-
mond shift. With his only diamond thus 
ex pended before trumps could be drawn, 
declarer could no longer utilize dummy’s 
long suit, and the slam went down. 

 Despite Lauria’s magnificent effort, the 
Italians narrowly lost to the Norwegians, 
who were then eliminated in the semifi-
nal by the eventual champion, France.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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