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Bridge

Accidentally on Purpose
“What can defeat me?” is a question 

every declarer should ask himself, even 
when there seems to be only a remote 
chance of defeat. If the answer is that a 
particular distribution, however unlikely, 
would put the contract in jeopardy, de-
clarer should start looking for a way to 
overcome that distribution.

 Consider this deal where -- without 
seeing the East-West cards -- it seems 
highly probable that South will make 12 
or 13 tricks in six diamonds. That would 
be the outcome in most deals, since the 
missing diamonds and clubs would be 
divided 2-2 or 3-1 more than 80 percent 
of the time.

 But South has no right to assume that 
either suit is divided favorably, and from 
the start he should cater to the possibility 
of a 4-0 division in one suit or the other.

Accordingly, he wins the heart lead 
with the ace and discards his other heart 
on the ace of spades. Trumps are the next 
order of business, and, as there is no way 
of avoiding a trump loser if either oppo-
nent has all four of them, declarer starts 
to draw trumps by cashing first the ace 
and then the queen.

When the diamonds turn out to be di-
vided 2-2, South’s only remaining con-
cern is a 4-0 club division. He cannot 
protect against West having all four of 
them, so he proceeds on the assumption 
that East has them.

He leads the four of clubs from dum-
my, and, after East produces the three, 
he plays the deuce from his hand! As a 
result he makes the slam, losing only one 
club trick. Note that declarer goes down 
if he fails to make this play.

If East plays the ten on the first club 
lead, South wins with the king and re-
turns a club to dummy’s nine. East wins 
with the jack, but declarer trumps the 
spade return, crosses to dummy with a 
trump and finesses against East’s Q-3 of 
clubs to make the slam.
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This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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