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Teenager becomes
speaker on abuse

WICHITA (AP) — When she
tells the story now, the pivotal
moment sounds like it came out of
the script for a play, like the ones
she stars in at Northwest High
School.

Ashley Hoyle, her self-esteem
destroyed by an abusive boy-
friend, withdrew from the world.

One day, her mother took her by
the hand and led her to a mirror.

“Who do you see?” Kandy
Hoyle asked her daughter.

Her brown hair and hazel eyes
were reflected in the mirror, but
Ashley didn’t recognize the girl
looking back at her.

“I didn’t see the fun person I
love to be. The person I want to
be,” she recently told an audito-
rium full of high school students
gathered at Wichita State Univer-
sity.

Minutes earlier, the 18-year-old
had played a short video about
teen dating abuse that she wrote,
directed and starred in. The film
won a national contest for Love is
Respect, the national teen dating
abuse helpline.

Because her video was cho-
sen, Ashley will be the national
spokeswoman for National Teen
Dating Violence Awareness and
Prevention Week.

She also won a trip to New
York last week. While there, she
had lunch with contest judges Tim
Gunn, chief creative officer for
Liz Claiborne and star of “Project
Runway,” and Jaslene Gonzalez,
winner of the eighth season of
“America’s Next Top Model.”

Meeting famous people isn’t re-
ally the point. “It’s more about the
people I get to help,” she says.

When Northwest teacher Brian
Latta told his digital film produc-
tion class it would be making pub-
lic-service announcements about
teen dating abuse, he said Ashley,
who is “quite a thespian,” was in-
spired.

She wanted to use her own ex-
periences and to make the point
that abusive relationships aren’t
always easy to spot, but are going
on all the time.

But Ashley says she didn’t
know exactly how to convey the
idea in a one-minute commercial,
so she enlisted the help of her dra-
ma teacher.

The film opens on a typical
hangout scene: About a dozen kids
are at a party, lounging, listening
to music, playing pool.

The words “Did you see any
teen dating abuse?” flash on the
screen.

The scene rewinds and three
abusers are revealed: one verbal,
one physical and one emotional.

Abuse can happen to anyone,
Ashley says, stepping in front
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of the camera. Then she says, “I
spoke out, and you can, t0o.”

At first he was incredibly atten-
tive, almost the perfect boyfriend.
He was popular, a cool guy. She
trusted him.

But after awhile he stopped
letting Ashley hang out with her
friends and started insulting her.

“He would tell me I wasn’t
pretty enough without makeup,”
she remembers. He’d say things
like, “I like that outfit, but I would
like it to be tighter so I can show
you off.”

In private, he pushed her,
grabbed her, left bruises.

Three times, she says, he put his
hands on her at school.

He pushed her into a locker.
He slapped her in the middle of
the hallway. When she said she
wouldn’t be his date for home-
coming, he grabbed her wrist and
wouldn’t let go.

“When we broke up, he threw
me to the ground, in front of my
parents,” she says.

Ashley can’t clearly say how
she found the strength to end the
relationship. One day, she just
said she needed a break. For the
next six months, he kept calling,
she says. One day, she deleted his
number from her cell phone.

Ashley invited about 15 kids
over to shoot the project in the
basement of the Hoyles’ home.

She planned to direct the film
but wouldn’t appear on camera,
she told her mother. She asked a
friend to be the narrator.

“I told her, I think you need to
do (the narration) because you’re
the one who knows it,” Kandy
Hoyle told her daughter.

At the last minute, Ashley de-
cided to take her mom’s advice.
She ad-libbed the final line so it
would come across as genuine,
she says.

That’s why it seems like she for-
gets her line for a second. “I’m not
great at improv,” she says.
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Need
Money

for College ?

2-4 p.m. Sunday, February 10, 2008

Get FREE help completing the federal application for financial aid.

Attend for a chance to win
a $500 scholarship

v

The College Goal Sunday*" program was created by the Indiana Student Financial Aid Association with funding from
Lilly Endowment, Inc., and with supplemental support from Lumina Foundation for Education.
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Cory Kistler, left, of the Thomas County Farm Bureau gave County Farm Bureau spent the evening passing out loaves of
a free loaf of bread to Shelby Palmgren of Levant Thursday wheat bread to shopper’s as a way to recognize the efforts of

at Dillon’s grocery store. Representatives of the Thomas

local farmers.

Cummins Central Power LLC.

Customer Appreciation Day
Thursday, Feb. 14, 2008
1800 South Range )

Colby, KS

Please join us for drinks, snacks
and door prizes.
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EAST WICHITA - Kellogg & Rock
(Eastgate Plaza next to Burlington Coat)
Toll Free 866-618-6366

WEST WICHITA - Maple & Ridge
(Across from Lowe’s)
Toll Free 866-945-6366

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5

Worship in the church
of your choice this

weekend.

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster, Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the month at 8:00 a.m.

Schedule of church services

COLBY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCH, Services
start August 26th. 730 E. 3rd (former Jaycee’s build-
ing), Pastor Bernard Heinz, 460-0313, Sunday School
9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.; Sun-
day Evening 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL, Rev.
Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge Rd., 462-
3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every Sunday. Eve-
ning Prayer, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday, September through
May. Christian Education for Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, September through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. - 462-
8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday School 9:30
a.m., Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763, www.
colbyberean.com; Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:45 a.m.  Awana Clubs, Wednesday, 7
p.m., Middle & High School, Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the
Heartland Christian School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, (Affiliated with American
Baptist Churches USA) Carroll H. Morony, Pastor, 615
W. Webster, 462-2867. Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.;
Family Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday evening: 7:00
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.; RC Club:
2nd & 4th Sunday: 2:00 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH,Pastor Tom
Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at College Drive, 460-
7144, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
services, 10:45 a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-462-
2992: An independent community church served
by Village Missions Intern Pastor Pat Colley. Sun-
day School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Services:
10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of the month:
potluck following morning service - no evening service;
2nd Sunday: services at 6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: infor-
mal fellowship - bring a snack to share!; 4th and 5th
Sunday: services at 6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Father
Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass 5:30 p.m.,
Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m., Confessions will
be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05 p.m. and from 7:30-7:45
a.m. and 9:25-9:40 a.m. on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol Rahn,
515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00 a.m.; Adult Sun-
day school, following worship.; Sept. thru May: Kid’s
Club for kids age 3-5th grade meets first Wednesday of
the month from 5:15-6:45 p.m.; Youth Group for 6th-9th
grade meets the first Wednesday of the month 6:30-
8:00 p.m., and the second Wednesday 7:00-8:00 p.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391, Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:40 a.m.,
Sunday Evening Cell groups at 6:00 p.m., Wednes-
day Youth Ministries, Kids Clubhouse 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605, President Gary
Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky Robbins, 1st counselor,
460-1101; Tim Wilson, 2nd counselor, 785-846-7796.
Sacrament meeting 10 a.m., Sunday School and Pri-
mary 11:20 a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW,
12:10 p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9
p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. James
Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 460-6521, Sunday
Worship Services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Fellowship
coffee 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX
broadcasts 11:00 worship. www.colbyumc.org

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345 N.
Franklin, Dr. W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine, Equip-
ping Class, Sunday, 10a.m., Sunday worship, 11a.m.,
Wednesday, R.L.M Training Centers (Bible School), 5
p.m. Shop online at: www.rimregionalchurch.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Sunday Bible
Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day Eve. Worship 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

This feature is sponsored by these business firms as a contribution to the religious life of the community.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of Christ),
Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd - 460-2718,
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.; Sunday
School at 11:15 a.m. E-mail: fcccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497, Ser-
vices, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday School and
Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Services,10:30 a.m. Visit
us at www.trinitycolby.com

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster, Sun-
day worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the month at 8:00
a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie Busch,
694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Worship, 9:00 a.m.,
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Evening service, 6:00
p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St., Pastor
Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School (classes for
3 years & up and 3 adult classes) 9:30 a.m., Morning
worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Sheryl John-
son, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Worship
9:15a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PO
Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers, 785-
462-6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.; Worship
Service, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan Dingw-
erth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford, Pastor
Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike Pinkel-
man, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday School (all
ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m., Bible
Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. mornings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s
Bible Study, Wed. 7:00 p.m. - Children’s Ministries
(Royal Rangers/Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Inter-
cessory & Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible
Study

To become a sponsor,
call Crystal, Jasmine
or Hannah today at
462-3963.
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Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181

155 W. 5th » Colby
462-3963

We appreciate the
businesses who have
been faithful
contributors to this
space.

»

2/8/08 11:53:40 AM




