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Senate approves stimulus package; awaits Bush approval

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Con-
gress, facing the prospect of an
election-year recession, passed
an emergency plan that rushes
rebates of $600 to $1,200 to most
taxpayers and $300 checks to dis-
abled veterans, the elderly and
other low-income people. Presi-
dent Bush indicated he would sign
the measure.

House passage by a 380-34 vote
Thursday came a few hours after
Senate leaders ended a drawn-out
stalemate over the bill. Still, by
congressional standards, lawmak-
ers approved the legislation with
exceptional speed to jolt the weak
economy. The plan, which adds
$168 billion to the deficit over
two years, is intended to provide
cash for people to spend and tax
relief for businesses to make new
investments -- boosts for an econ-
omy battered by a housing down-
turn and credit crunch.

Rebate checks could begin ar-
riving in May. They would be
based on 2007 tax returns, which
are due April 15.

The Senate’s 81-16 vote capped
more than a week of political ma-
neuvering. The logjam broke when
majority Democrats dropped their
demand that rescue proposal offer

jobless benefits, heating aid for the
poor and tax breaks for the home
building and energy industries.

GOP senators blocked those
ideas, but agreed to add $300 re-
bates for older people and disabled
veterans to a $161 billion measure
the House passed last week.

Bush called the bill “robust,
broad-based, timely, and it will be
effective.” The compromise, he
said in a statement after the Senate
acted, was “an example of bipar-
tisan cooperation at a time when
the American people most expect
it.” The White House said Bush
would sign the bill sometime next
week.

The legislation would deliver
rebates -- $600 for individuals,
$1,200 for couples -- to most tax-
payers, plus an additional $300
per child. Individuals making up
to $75,000 a year and couples
earning up to $150,000 would get
the full rebate, with those making
more than that or too little to owe
taxes getting smaller checks.

People who paid no income
taxes but earned at least $3,000 --
including through Social Security
or veterans’ disability benefits --
would get a $300 rebate.

“We believe the stimulus, the

way it is targeted, will put money
into the hands of those who will
spend it immediately, injecting
demand into the economy and
therefore creating jobs,” House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,
told colleagues.

The measure also includes steps
to boost the ailing housing market.
It would temporarily raise the lim-
it on Federal Housing Administra-
tion loans and the cap on loans
that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
can buy to $729,750.

The package was the product of
a rare spate of bipartisan coopera-
tion on Capitol Hill, where Demo-
crats and Republicans teamed with
the White House on a bill that fell
far short of both parties’ priorities
but could draw broad consensus.

An early agreement forged by
Pelosi and Minority Leader John
Boehner, R-Ohio, along with
Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson
enjoyed a fast and smooth ride
through the House, with lawmak-
ers loath to stand in the way of a
plan that could address their con-
stituents’ economic worries in ad-
vance of November’s elections.

But it bogged down in the close-
ly divided Senate, where Demo-
crats were determined to exact a

Kansas Senators approve bill;
amendment key for Roberts

Kansas Senators Sam Brown-
back and Pat Roberts voted in
favor of the bipartisan and eco-
nomic stimulus package bringing
tax relief to Kansans and provid-
ing a boost to the economy. The
bill passed the Senate and returns
to the House where key changes
are expected to be accepted before
the bill is approved and sent to the
president to be signed into law.

“I am pleased we could put pol-
itics aside and pass this stimulus
for the American people,” Senator
Roberts said. “The package will
provide tax rebates for individuals
and families, encourage business-
es to make investments, expand
and create jobs, giving a shot in
the arm to our economy.”

The bill contains an amend-
ment Senator Roberts supported
that ensures low-income seniors,
disabled veterans and widows of
veterans receive the rebate. In ad-
dition, it prevents illegal immi-
grants from receiving the rebates.

Key provisions of the stimulus
package:

Tax Relief for Individuals and
Families:

e A tax rebate of $600 for an
individual taxpayer and $1,200
per couple for those who pay in-
come taxes;

e A tax rebate of $300 per in-
dividual and $600 per couple for
those who do not pay income tax,
but have at least $3,000 of annual
income;

¢ An additional $300 per child
rebate is provided, with no cap on

the number of children for anyone
qualifying for the rebate.

The rebate will be based on
2007 returns and will be phased-
out for individuals with adjusted
gross incomes (AGI) over $75,000
and couples with incomes over
$150,000.

Tax Relief for Businesses:

e The bill allows businesses to
deduct 50 percent of their equip-
ment and machinery in the year it
is purchased, rather than deduct-
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R 1 Hour, 35 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Wednesday 7:00

UNTRACEABLE

R 1 Hour, 40 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Wednesday 7:00
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1935 S. Range * 785-460-9600
www.colbycinema.com
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Examine Ron Paul’s Voting Record!

In ten terms in Congress, Ron Paul has...

_ v never voted to raise taxes
@ v never voted for an unbalanced budget
p 7/ V' never voted to raise congressional pay
V' never taken a government-paid junket
V' always voted according to the Constitution

Ron Paul is the ONLY candidate for President
whose voting record matches his stated positions!

- Support Ron Paul in your local Republican Caucus Saturday, February 9 -
Find out how at www.RonPaul 2008.com or call 913-963-6858

Paid for by Stephen Shute, Ron Paul Presidential Campaign Committee www.RonPaul2008.com
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Brooks Above Par

Selling 5 sons of this Homozygous
Black Homozygous Polled powerhouse

Bixson Farms Inc. Simmentals
Private treaty bull sale begins Feb. 16", 2008

Simmental and SimAngus bulls
20 yearlings,
10 two year olds
Black and Red

% CE BW WW YW MCE MM

All bulls are 100% guaranteed for the first breeding season.
Free board until April 1st.

For more information or a catalog, call Lyle at 785-626-3744
or see us online at www.dixsonfarms.com

Examples of the bulls:

Lot1
BOZ Redcoat X Pasque 8773

CE BW WW YW MCE MM
76 24 46 15 62 47

Non-dilute red and polled
Adj WW: 796 Ratio: 113

Lot 6
New Design 878 X TJ Duramax

- 26 26 56 - 10
Homozygous Black Homozygous Polled
Half blood SimAngus

BW: 74 Adj WW: 732

ing it over many years. This ben-
efit is available to businesses of all
sizes.

¢ The bill also doubles the ex-
pensing (deduction) limit for small
businesses to $250,000.

Senator Roberts is a member of
the Senate Committee on Finance,
which has jurisdiction on tax mat-
ters.

Information courtesy of Sen.
Roberts’ office.

political price from Republicans
by forcing them into tough votes
on whether to add popular items
such as $14.5 billion in jobless aid
for those whose unemployment
benefits have run out, $1 billion
in heating aid for the poor and tax
breaks for energy companies, in-
cluding coal producers.

Senate  Democratic  leaders
paired those items with rebates for
older Americans and disabled vet-
erans and threatened that Repub-
licans would have to accept them
or risk being blamed for leaving
those politically powerful groups
out of the stimulus plan.

In the end, Democrats couldn’t
draw enough support for their
$205 billion alternative to break a
GOP filibuster blocking it.

The turnaround in the Senate
came after Democrats on Wednes-
day fell just one vote short of
overcoming the Republican ob-
jections and pressing ahead with
their more costly plan.

They relented Thursday and al-
lowed a vote on a more limited
proposal that included the rebates
for the elderly and veterans, plus
language designed to prevent il-
legal immigrants from getting the

checks.

“I could have played around
with this and tried to pick up that
60th vote, but I made a commit-
ment to get this bill done before
(Feb. 15), and we did that,” said
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-
Nev.

The retreat came after Pelosi
sided with Republicans, includ-
ing Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, and
urged the Senate to stop its in-
fighting and pass the bill.

Thirty-three Republicans joined
46 Democrats and the Senate’s
two independents to pass the mea-
sure. Sixteen Republican senators
voted against the plan.

The two Democratic presi-
dential candidates, Sens. Hillary
Rodham Clinton of New York and
Barack Obama of Illinois, skipped
the vote. The Republican front-
runner, Sen. John McCain of Ari-
zona, cast his first vote of the year
on the bill, voting “yes.” McCain
had missed the vote the evening
before.

Reid defended his decision to
try to pressure Republicans on
the larger proposal by offering it
as a take-it-or-leave-it proposi-
tion along with the rebates for
the elderly and veterans. “I feel
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very strongly that we did the right
thing,” Reid said.

Democrats said Republicans
would pay a political price for
their opposition.

“If today (Republicans) are
squirming because they voted
‘no,” that’s what democracy is
all about,” said New York Sen.
Charles Schumer, the head of the
Senate Democratic Campaign
Committee. “The political chips
will fall where they may.”

But Democratic Sen. Max Bau-
cus of Montana, chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee, said:
“Discretion is the better part of
valor. The best thing for us to do
is declare a big victory that we’ve
achieved; namely, getting the re-
bate checks to 20 million seniors
and 250,000 disabled veterans.”

Some Republicans expressed
reservations that the rebate checks
would help much. Other lawmak-
ers worried about expanding the
budget deficit.

“We have to remember that ev-
ery dollar being spent on the stim-
ulus package is being borrowed
from our children. And our chil-
dren’s children,” said Sen. Judd
Gregg, R-N.H., who voted against
the bill.
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40’ x 56’ x 12’ fully erected, colored metal, engineered trusses on 4’ centers,
posts on 8’ centers, 2”x 67 wallboards on 2’ centers, #2 lumber used on roof
Includes: 1- upgraded walk door, 1-12’ slider, rat guard,
eve trim, top and bottom closure strips, tax, and a one year guarantee.
Additional freight may apply.

purlins and wallboards.

1-866-492-1978

Vap Construction, Inc. ® Owner: Jeff Vap e vaps@sbhcglobal.net

Barn Special: $17,600

785-626-3121

785-626-5110

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine, Crystal or Hannah today at 462-3963. @

Need a new insurance partner?

A

David L. Browne lll
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life
College | Retirement

| 3

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Maines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com

Murray Roofin

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

& Construction

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Showroom located inside Inlow

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation
50 NEW Door Styles ¢ NEW Glazes & Finishes
Natural Stone Countertops & Much More!

462-7843 * 443-3140 » 443-0945

NOW OFFERING HANDY MAN SERVICES- CALL 462-6000

The

Tool Box

Interiors, 455 N. Franklin, Colby

930 S. Range
kCoIby, Kansas 67701

Hours:
M-F: 8-5:50;
Sat: 8-4:30
Phone: 785-460-0828

Fax: 785-460-0829

Cell: 785-443-1082)
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals « Orthodontics
- Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail. |

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999

Fax: 785-460-0852
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

VACATION SPECIALS

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises | Tour
>"A|] A4<‘

From

LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4 I
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel i $505 3! BOOK EA’?LY'
CMEXICO Uis Air & Hotel S$800 b3 SAVE $’s
ARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air  $1,050 | 5
ALASKAN CRUISE NS YNRRIN IR AN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3} ; -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 { 3| All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA il /13415%; i Max 45 and are subject to availability

Per Adu

s - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

Round Trip Travel

# Nights

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642  \yhite TPO Single Ply

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply

Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/ 785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Chris and Beth Lewon 650 N Grant/Colby, KS - FREE ESTIMATES
' el

Tim W. Stanton, B.C.H.l.S.

Hearing Aid Sales & Service

1870 S. Range
(Inside Radio Shack)
Colby, KS 67701

785-621-HEAR (4327)

- No Money Down
Try Before You Buy

+ 30 Day Free Trial

+ Service On All Makes
and Models

2818 Vine, Suite B
(Corner of 29th and Vine)
Hays, KS 67601

Or Call Toll Free 1-888-421-HEAR (4327)
-CHANGING WHAT YOU HEAR-

TODAY!

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT |
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