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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard Crossword Bridge
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A COMPANY’S
TOP DOG STAYS SOMEWHERE LONG-TERM, I'D
CALL HIM THE RESIDENT PRESIDENT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals U
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OISSI: “VXPOW YIWNH'S LFP.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DO YOU THINK
NOTABLES LIKE RANDALL, BENNETT AND
BLAIR SHOULD BE LIKELY TO WIN TONY
AWARDS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals E
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“Ace of clubs. My firstinstinct was the ace of hearts,
but why not the ace of clubs, retaining trump control ?
If I do set up their club suit, there are unlikely to be
any discards that matter while I’ ve still got the ace of
hearts.” COLLINGS: “Ace of clubs. This will defeat
the contract if partner has a singleton or doubleton
club, or even a singleton spade (I can switch at trick
two). The ace of hearts could be a disastrous lead,
giving up control. P.S. Why did I double?”
SMART: “Jack of diamonds. All passion spent,
all subtlety abandoned.” For the record, the ace of
hearts would have been disastrous, as partner had a
singleton club -- as well as a singleton heart!
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The bidding:
South West North East
1 ¥ Pass e 4 Pass
4 ¥
Opening lead — five of clubs.
Piece de Resistance

Assume you’re in four hearts and West
leads a club. You can see at a glance that if either
black-suit finesse were to succeed, you’d make the
contract, so let’s say you start out by taking the club
finesse.

East wins dummy’s queen with the king
and shifts to the queen of diamonds. It doesn’t par-
ticularly matter whether you win this diamond or the
next one with the ace; sooner or later you’ll have to
try a spade finesse to make the contract. When you
do, East turns up with the king, and you go down
one.

If by any chance you played the hand this
way, you could try to assuage yourself by blaming the
bad luck you had in losing both finesses. You could
argue that the odds were 3-1 that at least one of the
finesses would succeed. But this argument could be
shotdown by your partner, who might say with some
asperity that you had blown an ice-cold contract.

All you had to do, he might say, is go up
with the ace of clubs at trick one, draw trumps, lead
the queen of spades and finesse. True, you’d lose the
queen to the king and East would cash the king of
clubs before shifting to a diamond, but this would
not stop you from making the contract.

You’d win the diamond with the ace, cash
the jack of spades, cross to dummy with a trump and
discard a diamond on the ace of spades. You could
then concede your remaining diamond to the enemy,
but you would have 10 tricks -- six hearts, two spades,
aclub and a diamond -- to show for your efforts.

Family Circus ¢ Bill Keane

BILLY! T HEARD
A FUNNY NOISE/

Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

“If the noise was funny, why aren’t
you laughing?”
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