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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  Opening-Lead Quiz
The panel’s vote: eight for the ace of hearts, 

three for the ace of clubs, two for the three of 
spades, one for the jack of diamonds.

ALAN HIRON, conductor of the panel, com-
mented: “After this auction, it seems a good idea to 
lead an ace to inspect dummy before deciding upon 
the best method of attack. Unfortunately, releasing 
the ace of hearts can prove fatal. If the setting trick 
must come from a ruff in partner’s hand, either the 
ace of clubs or a low spade lead looks better than the 
ace of hearts.”

Other comments were:
 LE DENTU: “Ace of hearts. I want to see dummy. 

I hope I won’t be punished for being so curious!”
CROWHURST: “Ace of hearts. Curious bidding 

this; somebody is bidding on distribution. The de-
fense must be directed onto the right lines as soon as 
possible, and the ace of hearts surely cannot damage 
partner’s hand.”  FILARSKI: “Three of spades. We 
may be able to come to a ruff somewhere. My plan 
is to lead a spade and when in with the ace of hearts, 
try the ace of clubs. I should be able to judge whether 
partner wants a spade ruff or another club.” NUNES: 
“Ace of clubs. My first instinct was the ace of hearts, 
but why not the ace of clubs, retaining trump control? 
If I do set up their club suit, there are unlikely to be 
any discards that matter while I’ve still got the ace of 
hearts.” COLLINGS: “Ace of clubs. This will defeat 
the contract if partner has a singleton or doubleton 
club, or even a singleton spade (I can switch at trick 
two). The ace of hearts could be a disastrous lead, 
giving up control. P.S. Why did I double?”

SMART: “Jack of diamonds. All passion spent, 
all subtlety abandoned.”  For the record, the ace of 
hearts would have been disastrous, as partner had a 
singleton club -- as well as a singleton heart!

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

 Piece de Resistance
	    Assume you’re in four hearts and West 

leads a club. You can see at a glance that if either 
black-suit finesse were to succeed, you’d make the 
contract, so let’s say you start out by taking the club 
finesse.

	    East wins dummy’s queen with the king 
and shifts to the queen of diamonds. It doesn’t par-
ticularly matter whether you win this diamond or the 
next one with the ace; sooner or later you’ll have to 
try a spade finesse to make the contract. When you 
do, East turns up with the king, and you go down 
one.

	    If by any chance you played the hand this 
way, you could try to assuage yourself by blaming the 
bad luck you had in losing both finesses. You could 
argue that the odds were 3-1 that at least one of the 
finesses would succeed. But this argument could be 
shot down by your partner, who might say with some 
asperity that you had blown an ice-cold contract.

	    All you had to do, he might say, is go up 
with the ace of clubs at trick one, draw trumps, lead 
the queen of spades and finesse. True, you’d lose the 
queen to the king and East would cash the king of 
clubs before shifting to a diamond, but this would 
not stop you from making the contract.

	    You’d win the diamond with the ace, cash 
the jack of spades, cross to dummy with a trump and 
discard a diamond on the ace of spades. You could 
then concede your remaining diamond to the enemy, 
but you would have 10 tricks -- six hearts, two spades, 
a club and a diamond -- to show for your efforts.
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