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Weather
Corner

Tonight...Mostly cloudy in
the evening then becoming
partly cloudy. Lows around
19. Northwest winds 10 to 15
mph.

Tuesday...Mostly sunny. Highs

in the mid 40s. Northwest
winds 10 to 20 mph. Tuesday
night...Partly cloudy. Lows
in the lower 20s. Southwest
winds around 10 mph.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny.
Not as cool. Highs in the up-
per 50s. South winds 10 to 20
mph.Wednesday night...Most-
ly cloudy. A 20 percent chance
of light snow after midnight.
Lows in the lower 20s.

Thursday...Much  colder.
Breezy. Mostly cloudy with
a 30 percent chance of light
snow. Highs around 30.Thurs-
day night...Mostly cloudy.
Colder. A 20 percent chance
of light snow in the evening.
Lows around 11.

Friday and Friday night...
Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid
30s. Lows around 15.

Saturday and Saturday
night...Partly cloudy. Not as
cool. Highs in the upper 40s.
Lows around 20.

Sunday . . .Mostly sunny.
Highs in the lower 40s.

Sunday’s low, high: 12, 27

Saturday’s low, high: 10, 50

Friday’s low, high: 21, 42

In GOP leading state, Dems

TOPEKA (AP) — Republi-
cans easily outnumber Democrats
among Kansas voters, and both
parties usually assume the GOP
nominee won’t have much trouble
carrying the state in a presidential
race. No Democrat has won since
1964.

Democrats had their presiden-
tial caucuses Tuesday night when,
some of them grumbled, night-
shift workers wouldn’t be able to
participate. Republicans picked
Saturday morning, late enough
that anyone could sleep in a little.

Even the mercurial Kansas
weather favored the GOP. Dem-
ocrats braved packed snow on
tricky roads, blowing snow in the
air and wintry winds. Republicans
had a clear and — for winter, any-
way — balmy day.

Officials in both parties talked
about the large crowds they would
draw and the excitement over
competitive presidential races.
But Democrats drew about 37,000
people to their caucuses, while Re-
publicans attracted about 20,000.

It was a disparity that Demo-
crats, long used to being outnum-
bered, couldn’t help but note —
and perhaps gloat over a little.

“Certainly, we would have liked
to have had our caucus on a night
with clear skies and dry pave-
ment,” said Mike Gaughan, the
state Democratic Party’s execu-
tive director. “The Republicans
had that advantage and still came
in about half as many people.”

Republicans are expressing sat-
isfaction with their turnout. Chris-
tian Morgan, the state GOP’s ex-
ecutive director, said no one knew

Megan Allen of Brewster was
one of many to take advan-
tage of Pioneer Meorial Li-
brary’s annual “Booklover’s
Sale” held Saturday in the
basement of the library.

JOEY FALKOFF/Colby Free Press

Norton City Council offers paint to homeowners

By VERONICA MONIER
vmonier@nwkansas.com

The Norton City Council is all
about painting the town.

City Code Inspector Jeff Wolf
said Wednesday that the “Paint
the Town” program would allow
homeowners who met income
requirements to receive vouchers
for up to $250 worth of paint, in
order to paint the outside of their
homes.

He said he made a few chang-
es to the program’s guidelines,
including adding that it is only
for the exterior and homeowners
are only eligible once every five
years, and changing all paint col-
ors to say a variety of colors.

what to expect Saturday. The GOP
prepared for as many as 35,000
voters but realistically expected
between 10,000 and 20,000, he
said.

Neither party has had a compet-
itive caucus in Kansas in at least
20 years.

“We had no idea,” Morgan ac-
knowledged. “It was a shot in the
dark.”

The two parties’ caucus days
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RAMBO

R 1 Hour, 35 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Wednesday 7:00

UNTRACEABLE

R 1 Hour, 40 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Wednesday 7:00

February 14th
JUNO

PG-13 1 Hour, 40 Minutes
Thursday 7:00

JUMPER

PG-13 1 Hour, 30 Minutes
Thursday 7:00

Colby Cinema

1935 S. Range * 785-460-9600
www.colbycinema.com

The cost to the city is being
capped at $2,500, he said.

Councilman Jerry Jones said he
had a gentleman come to him with
a reasonable complaint — that
the money for this is coming out
of the city’s general fund and tax
dollars are being used to pay for
it. Mr. Jones said it was okay for
the first year, but that maybe they
should look into grants to pay for
it in the future.

Mr. Wolf said he had spoken
with the four paint suppliers in
town, who he had given bid pack-
ages. He said he was including the
paint used by Parks and Public
Safety departments in the bids as
well so that they could get a bet-

had far different tones, as well.
Democrats faced questions
about how well they’d prepared
because their crowds overwhelmed
some sites, and prospective vot-
ers waited in long lines in cold
weather. There weren’t enough
chairs in some packed halls, and
crowds supporting Barack Obama
and rival Hillary Rodham Clinton
chanted slogans back and forth.
Republicans had  overflow

ter rate by buying it in bulk. He
said the supplier who had the best
bid would be where the vouchers
were good for.

However, he said, this doesn’t
include things like paint brushes,
rollers and other supplies and that
people could buy those where
ever they wanted. He also said
the city was not responsible for
the set up, painting or clean-up —
that was the responsibility of the
homeowner.

As for how many homeown-
ers could do this, he said he was
looking more at the money cap
than saying only 10 people could
do it this first year. Some houses,
he said, will take less paint and so

will get a smaller voucher. Others
will take the full $250 to paint, he
said.

“I hope to get as many people
as possible interested in this,” he
said.

As for the cost of the paint, he
said they are looking at about $20
per gallon with $22.50 a gallon
being the highest cost.

The council implemented the
program for city homeowners.

In other business, the council:

* Heard from Mr. Jones that he
was glad to have two people run-
ning for each of the open coun-
cil seats. Mr. Jones commended
Wally Burton, a candidate for the
open Ward III seat, for coming to

the last two meetings. He said he
felt the people running needed to
know what was going on before
they were elected and so should
come to the meetings.

* Asked the Public Safety Com-
mittee to check on where the Mu-
nicipal Court reports were.

* Heard from Kim Wicker with
the Downtown Restoration Com-
mittee about projects the commit-
tee hopes to begin working on,
including curb and gutter, street
lighting and store fronts. The
council suggested that the com-
mittee come up with a plan of ac-
tion on what it wanted to do and
when it wanted to do it.

had bigger cause in Kansas

crowds in some venues too, but
they moved quietly and swiftly to
adjacent rooms. Lines moved ef-
ficiently.

Traditionally, higher numbers in
GOP contests is a given in Kansas.
Nearly 761,000 voters are regis-
tered Republicans. There are about
438,000 Democrats, and even the
number of unaffiliated voters is a
little higher than that.

But no presidential candidate in

Hotcake Night

Wednesdays -

$2.60

5:00-7:00pm

Hotcakes & Sausage

FREE

Refills of Hotcakes

McDonald’s” of Colby

McDonald’s
=

2000 S. Range Ave.

©2008 McDonald's Corp. Available to dine-in customers. Price does not include tax. For a limited time. Not valid with any other offer.

either party put as much effort into
the state as Obama, who won the
Democratic caucuses easily.

Mike Huckabee, the easy win-
ner of the GOP caucus, mobilized

volunteers and abortion oppo-
nents, Obama’s campaign had 20
paid staffers in Kansas. Obama
also had the endorsement of Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius.
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provided for years

Call 785-462-8231
to set up your next eye exam

Office Hours:

Jeff Morrison, OD

&)) Vision Source!
We've Moved!

to our new location at
1005 S. Range Ave., Suite. 100
¢ Added comfort & convenience
¢ Expanded optical & sunglass dispensary
o State of the art technology & on-site optical lab

e Same professional, friendly eyecare we've

M, T, Th, F— 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

———=mmm of Colby

Notice - We'll be closed on
Friday, Feb. 15th for
continuing education training.

Wed.— 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Mark Wahlmeier, OD

First Annual

4

City Limits Convention Center, Colby, Kansas
Jaturday, Febraary 23, 3008
5:30 p.m.- ?

Doors open and Social Hour with Dinner,
Auction and Dance to follow

Featuring the Jimmy Dee Band

For tickets, contact:
Pat Sloan at HomelLand Real Estate
(785) 462-8255

American
Cancer
Society®
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Don’t Miss This Opportumty.

Learn more about the crop insurance products that are right

for you, plus see how our innovative Profit Profiler®
software can help you get the most value for your dollar.

Call today to reserve your seat for one of the meetings below:

122 E Commercial
Oberlin, KS
(785) 475-2238

equal opportunity provider. C1067 (1

®

Sponsored by: David L Browne, |

David L. Browne, lll

Three office locations:

550 N Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Meeting #1: Monday, February 25th @ Noon, lunch provided
The Gateway, Oberlin, KS. RSVP:

Meeting #2: Monday, February 25th @ 6:00 p.m., dinner provided
City Limits Convention Center, Colby, KS. RSVP: (785) 462-3388

Meeting #3: Tuesday, February 26th @ Noon, lunch provided
Columbian Club Hall, Atwood, KS. RSVP: (785) 626-801

(785) 475-2238

Farm Bureau Financial Services

RSVP by February 18, 2008

109 N 4th
Atwood, KS
(785) 626-8011

There is no obligation to purchase; thi%és)an educational seminar. Western Agricultural Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA. Western Agricultural Insurance Company is an
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