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 High-Class Defense
    
Good defense often requires meticu-

lous care to achieve the desired goal. For 
example, take this case where East-West 
must function perfectly to defeat four 
hearts.

Declarer wins the fourth-best spade 
lead in dummy and plays the K-A of 
hearts, on which West discards the deuce 
of spades. For whatever it’s worth, this 
discard tells East that West started with 
precisely five spades and South, there-
fore, with two.

Declarer next plays three rounds of 
clubs, discarding a diamond as East ruffs 
the third club with the queen. East must 
now return a low diamond, not the king; 
if he returns the king, the suit becomes 
blocked and South makes the contract.

Actually, East has all the clues he 
needs to justify the low diamond return. 
He knows South started with two spades, 
five hearts and two clubs, and therefore 
with four diamonds. East’s only hope 
thus lies in assuming that his partner 
has the ace of diamonds; if declarer has 
the ace, the contract cannot be defeated. 
Accordingly, East returns the deuce of 
diamonds, not the king, hoping to score 
three diamond tricks.

The burden of the defense now shifts 
to West, who must be careful not to win 
the diamond with the ten after declarer 
follows low. Winning with the ace may 
seem abnormal when the trick can be 
won with the ten, but it is the right play 
nonetheless.

West is in a similar position to gauge 
the situation accurately. He knows his 
side cannot win any tricks in the black 
suits, so three diamond tricks must be 
taken before South can discard another 
diamond on dummy’s remaining club. 
The only way this can happen is if East 
holds the K-Q of diamonds. West there-
fore wins the diamond with the ace, re-
turns the ten and so defeats the contract.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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