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Death	

We want your local news
e-mail to

pdecker@nwkansas.com
Quotes as of close of 

previous business day
Hi-Plains Co-op

Wheat	 $10.12
Corn	 $4.83
Milo	 $8.17
Soybeans	 $12.13

Markets

—————
The Colby Free Press wants to 

maintain an accurate record of our 
town. Please report any error or 
lack of clarity in a news story to 
us at 462-3963.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642

1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles

GAF Shingles

Wood Shingles

Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply

White TPO Single Ply

Built Up Systems

Modified Systems

WORLDWIDE  . Vacation Packages . Cruises    Tours . Groups . Flights . Hotels . Trains . Cars 

From # Nights

Max 45

 
4
3
3
5
7
3
3

LAS VEGAS 
DISNEY WORLD
MEXICO
CARIBBEAN CRUISE
ALASKAN CRUISE
HAWAII  
LONDON, ENGLAND 
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 

$250
$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

Air & Hotel, Park Passes

Air & Hotel
Cruise & Air
Cruise & Air
Air & Hotel
Air & Hotel

Air & Hotel

Per Adult

V A C A T I O N  S P E C I A L S B R A N S O N  

C H R I S T M A S  T O U R

December 7-12
Call for brochure

All specials may be for specific dates 
and are subject  to  availability 

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852 

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET 
QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK EARLY!
SAVE $’s

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine, Crystal or Hannah today at 462-3963.

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby
(785) 462-3388

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs

Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding

Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing

Soffit & Fascia

Jeff Dreiling - Sales

       (785) 443-0819

Jim Murray - Owner

       (785) 443-1339

Free Estimates Free Estimates

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908
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Custom Cabinetry • Design & Installation
50 NEW Door Styles • NEW Glazes & Finishes
Natural Stone Countertops & Much More!

462-7843 • 443-3140 • 443-0945

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Showroom located inside Inlow Interiors, 455 N. Franklin, Colby
NOW OFFERING HANDY MAN SERVICES- CALL 462-6000

Tim W. Stanton, B.C.H.I.S.
Hearing Aid Sales & Service

   • No Money Down
      Try Before You Buy

   • 30 Day Free Trial

   • Service On All Makes

      and Models

2818 Vine, Suite B
(Corner of 29th and Vine)

Hays, KS 67601

1870 S. Range
(Inside Radio Shack)

Colby, KS 67701

Or Call Toll Free 1-888-421-HEAR (4327)

-CHANGING WHAT YOU HEAR-
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

TODAY!

785-621-HEAR (4327)

930 S. Range

Colby, Kansas  67701

Phone:  785-460-0828

Cell:  785-443-1082

H & H Auto Features Limo Services

Keith Neugebauer
Keith passed away on Febru-

ary 13, 2008 after complica-

tions of surgery.  Keith was

born December 23, 1957 and

spent most of his adult life in

Colby.  He worked at Prairie

Senior Living Center, The

Colby Country Club, and Su-

per 8 Motel.

He was a kind gentle person

who loved animals, his pickup,

and cooking.  He is survived by

his mother and step-father

Gloria and Charles Stroud and

his father Harlen Neugebauer.

Also by his favorite Aunt Lang

Bartling, two Uncles, many

nieces and nephews, and

many special friends in Coby

that made his life worthwhile.

He will be missed by all.

A memorial service will be held

at the Colby United Methodist

Church, 950 S. Franklin, at

2:00 pm on Tuesday February

19, 2008.  All friends are wel-

come to attend.

Marla Gilley and Ron

Bassler were married at

dusk in an intimate

ceremony at the

TraVigne courtyard in

Napa Valley amidst

wineries and fields of

grapes on December 1st.

Gurgling fountains and

festive lights draped

through mulberry trees

set the reminiscent tone

of the Old World.

Marla’s niece, Barbara

Hoover of Katy, Texas

served as matron of

honor. Ron’s friend,

Lorne Ludwig of Napa, California served as best man. The

groom’s 2 1/2 year old grandson of Reno, Nevada, Jake

Sharp, served as the ring bearer. Marla’s niece, Jessica

Ruffolo of Louisburg, Kansas read the poem The Art of

Marriage by Wilferd Peterson.

The bride wore a strapless beaded ivory gown with a sheer

scarf complimented with a half century old iridescent neck

choker loaned by her mother, Carmelita Clark of Goodland.

The matron of honor wore a strapless black cocktail dress

accented with a black sateen bolero jacket. The groom, his

attendant and ring bearer all wore black tuxedo jackets,

with open collared white tuxedo shirts, denim jeans and

western boots.

Following the ceremony, the guests enjoyed a sit down

dinner on the grounds in the Cantinetta. This room is

located in an ivy covered historic stone building surrounded

from floor to ceiling with both international and local wines.

Special bottles of wine provided by the bride and groom

were shared along with dinner.

Ron and Marla make their home in Phoenix, Arizona. Ron

is the General Manager for Southwest Gas Corporation and

Marla is the Director of Individual Giving for The Phoenix

Symphony. Those wishing to send well wishes may do so

at: 4823 East Esteven Road, Phoenix, AZ 85054.

Gilley and Bassler

NOW SHOWING

Colby Cinema

Feb. 14th - Feb. 21st

 UNTRACEABLE
R     1 Hour, 40 Minutes

Thursday 7:00

1935 S. Range • 785-460-9600

www.colbycinema.com

JUMPER
PG-13     1 Hour, 30 Minutes

Thursday  7:00
Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:00

Sunday  4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday   7:00

JUNO
PG-13     1 Hour, 40 Minutes

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:00
Sunday  4:00 & 7:00

Monday - Thursday   7:00

Ronald Foss
Ronald Lee Foss, 67, formerly 

of Colby and Hendersonville, 
Tenn., died Saturday, Feb. 16, 
2008, in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Arrangements are pending with 
Kersenbrock Funeral Chapel in 
Colby.

Dolores Corke
Dolores Fern Corke, 78, died 

Sunday, Feb. 17, 2008, at Cherry 
Village Nursing Home in Great 
Bend.

She was born Sept. 4, 1929, in 
rural Sheridan County, Kansas 
to Orin Roy and Edith Simon. 
She graduated from Hoxie High 
School and Blair Business Col-
lege. 

A resident of Goodland for the 
past 52 years, she was a restaurant 
manager and baker. Since 1991, 
she managed the Butterfly Cafe at 
the Goodland Municipal Airport. 

She married Kenneth Corke on 
May 28, 1950, in Studley.

She was a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Goodland. She 
was active in the MS Walk and 
participated in Relay for Life.

Survivors include her husband; 
daughters, Carlotta McDermott 
and husband John of Colby, Mar-
ian Corke of Great Bend and Mar-
lene Regehr and husband Don of 

Great Bend; sons, Clarence Corke 
and wife Sharon of San Jose, Ca-
lif., Rodney of Goodland, Roger 
and wife Barbara of Fort Worth, 
Texas; sister, Darlene Johnston 
of Longmont, Colo., five grand-
children; two step-grandchildren; 
great-granddaughter; step-great-
grandson.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; brother, OrLee Simon 
and sister Kathryn Carey.
   Services will be held 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday at Bateman Funeral 
Home, 11th and Broadway in 
Goodland. The Rev. Travis Blake 
will officiate. Burial will follow 
at Goodland Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 1-6 p.m. Wednesday 
at the funeral home. 

Memorials may be made to the 
National Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety South Central and Western 
Kansas Division MS Walk or First 
Baptist Church in Goodland.

Bessie Plymptom Miskimon
   Bessie Plymptom Miskimon, 90, 
of Bend, Ore., died Thursday, Feb. 
14, 2008.

She was born Oct. 8, 1917, in 
Burr, Neb., to Frederick and Daisy 
Plymptom. She graduated from 
Colby High in 1938.

Bessie spent her entire life car-
ing for others in hospitals.

Survivors include daughters 
Marquita Bonine and David of 
Ruskin, Fla., Marva Bliss and Ron 
of Bend, Carmen Mitchell and Pat-
rick of Warm Springs, Ore.; sons, 
Curtis Cayton and Kathy of Colby 
and Warren Miskimon and Patri-

cia of Bend; 16 grandchildren, 18 
great-grandchildren, two great-
great grandchildren, six great-
great-great-grandchildren; sister, 
Alma Adams of Colby; brother 
Robert Plymptom of Houston, 
Texas, and nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by a 
grandson, James Cheney; brother, 
Ivan Plymptom.

Services for Bessie Plymp-
tom will be held Wednesday at 
Dechutes Memorial Chapel in 
Bend, Ore. Memorials may be 
made to the Prairie Museum of 
Art and History in Colby.

Small-town Kansas man goes global
By Ron Wilson

Director, Huck Boyd National 
Institute for Rural 

Development at Kansas State 
University

	
Meeting the customer. That’s 

an important part of any business. 
But if you are a farmer in the 
middle of Kansas whose wheat 
is being  exported to Amsterdam, 
for example, how in the world can 
you meet your customer? 

The answer is that you band 
together with fellow wheat farm-
ers and create an organization 
with resources to reach those 
customers and develop markets 
world-wide. That’s exactly what 
wheat farmers have done in creat-
ing U.S. Wheat Associates.  This 
year’s Chairman of the Board of 
this national organization is an-
other in our series of national ag 
leaders from rural Kansas. 

Ron Suppes is from Dighton.
Ron is Chairman of the Board of 
U.S. Wheat Associates.

Ron Suppes is a native of Scott 
City. He is both a wheat farmer 
and an educator, having grown up 
on a farm and worked as a rural 
school administrator. Ron went 
to Fort Hays State and got a mas-
ter’s in secondary school admin-
istration. He taught at Pratt and 
became a high school principal 
at the rural community of Fowl-
er, population 571 people. Now, 
that’s rural.

He went on to be principal at 
Scott City for eight years before 
going 

into farming full-time with his 
wife Shirley near Dighton. He 
says, 

“We farm as a team. Shirley’s 
my right hand man - or maybe 
I´m hers.”

Over time, Ron became active 

in the wheat organizations. He 
serves on the Kansas Wheat Com-
mission and is a graduate of the 
Kansas 

Agriculture and Rural Leader-
ship program.  He became ap-
pointed to the Board of U.S. 
Wheat Associates.

U.S. Wheat Associates is the 
national market development or-
ganization for the U.S. wheat in-
dustry. In contrast to the National 
Association of Wheat Growers, 
which is a membership and policy 
organization, U.S. 

Wheat Associates collects 
checkoff dollars from wheat sales 
and allocates those funds to build 
markets for U.S. wheat world-
wide. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture matches those funds 
three-fold.

Ron Suppes says, “Our main 
purpose is to sell the fifty percent 
of our wheat crop that we don´t 
consume domestically. We have 
80 people working for us in eigh-
teen offices, sixteen of which are 
outside this country around the 
world.”

He says, “My main purpose is to 
represent the wheat farmers in this 
effort. It’s farmer-owned and do-
ing a darn good job. And it’s very 
efficient. For every bushel we sell 
overseas, it costs the U.S. farmer a 
fourth of a penny.” 

That’s a real bargain, consider-
ing that a bushel of wheat is now 
valued at $9 or so.

In July 2007, Ron became 
Chairman of the Board of U.S. 
Wheat Associates. This means he 
does considerable travel in sup-
port of the organization’s market 
development mission.

At one meeting in the Middle 
East, Ron met the head grain buy-
er from Iraq who told him chilling 
stories. The grain buyer said that 

he usually traveled with two cars 
and four bodyguards.  Ron was en-
couraging him to buy wheat more 
consistently. The buyer said, “If I 
ever run out of wheat, I won’t just 
lose my job, I’ll lose my life.”

Most of Ron´s encounters are 
not so dramatic. U.S. Wheat As-
sociates does lots of educational 
programs to show foreign millers 
and grain buyers how to use U.S. 
wheat. Many of those programs 
are through K-State’s Internation-
al Grains Program. U.S. Wheat 
Associates sends trade teams 
throughout the world to build 
markets, plus holding regional 
sessions around the globe. Ron’s 
job is a form of personal diploma-
cy in support of wheat. He’s even 
hosted a South African trade team 
on his Lane County farm.

Ron foresees changes in agri-

culture, with more diversified and 
identity-preserved production and 
new uses such as cellulosic etha-
nol. Of course, building relation-
ships with buyers will always be 
important.

Meeting the customer. It’s vital 
to any business, and it’s part of 
what U.S. Wheat Associates does 
to build markets for U.S. wheat  
farmers. We commend Ron and 
Shirley Suppes for giving leader-
ship to this organization and help-
ing to see that our foreign custom-
ers’ needs are being met.
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