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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

The Agony and the Ecstasy
   
 Improvisation unquestionably has its place in 

bridge, but the opportunities for its use are actually 
few and far between.

 Consider this deal from a high-class rubber-bridge 
game many years ago. South’s dramatic leap to six 
diamonds was certainly well-reasoned, even though 
he lacked 100 percent assurance of success. But 
the odds heavily favored finding his partner with 
a singleton or void in clubs, or the ten of diamonds 
plus the spade queen or heart king.

As it happened, though, North showed up with 
a doubleton club and a singleton low trump, so the 
contract was in distinct jeopardy. Nevertheless, 
declarer quickly devised a scheme that gave him a 
very good chance to make the slam.

 He won the opening club lead with the ace and 
cashed the A-K-Q of trumps. He planned to play the 
ace of hearts and A-K of spades next before intention-
ally conceding a trump to West’s ten.

 Declarer’s willingness to lose a trump trick un-
necessarily was surely worth the price, since he 
would get back two tricks in exchange after West’s 
forced return of either a spade or a heart to dummy’s 
only two high cards. These would in turn provide a 
parking place for South’s two club losers.

But unfortunately for declarer, he was facing a foe-
man fully worthy of his steel. West had anticipated 
exactly what South was planning to do, so, when 
declarer played the A-K-Q of trumps early in the 
hand, he shrewdly followed with the 6-8-10, retain-
ing the deuce.

As a result of West’s remarkable foresight, there 
was now no way for declarer to put him on lead, so 
the deal ended with South eventually being forced to 
concede two club tricks to East for down one.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 
 

South Finds the Way
 Appearances can be deceiving. Take this deal where 

South apparently has a club and two hearts to lose. Of 
course, it is unlucky that West has the king of clubs 
and A-Q of hearts positioned behind declarer. But the 
actual South was unwilling to accept defeat. He played 
his cards to the hilt and succeeded in making five clubs 
doubled.

 Given West’s double, declarer concluded that routine 
play would not get him home safely. So he devised a 
scheme to get around attempting a finesse in either 
hearts or clubs -- both of which were likely to lose -- and 
made the contract on an endplay.

  West led a spade to East’s jack and South’s ace. It 
was obvious to declarer that West could not have the 
K-Q of spades or he would have led the king.

  At trick two, South played the queen of diamonds 
and, when West followed low, put up dummy’s ace. 
Again it was clear that West could not have the K-J of 
diamonds or even the king, since in either case he would 
have covered the queen. It thus became evident that 
West had to have the A-Q of hearts and club king if his 
bids were to be believed. So a diamond was ruffed and 
the ace of clubs was cashed preliminary to embarking 
on a crossruff. Then followed a spade ruff, a diamond 
ruff, a spade ruff, a diamond ruff and finally the last 
spade ruff.

 Nine tricks had been played -- four spades, four 
diamonds and the ace of clubs -- and declarer was in 
dummy. West was down to three hearts and the king of 
clubs. Dummy had two hearts and two trumps, while 
South had four hearts.

Declarer next led a trump, giving West his first trick. 
All West could then score was his ace of hearts, so 
declarer made the contract.The finesse, no doubt, is 
a wonderful weapon. But there is a time and place for 
its use. When a superior play is available, the finesse 
takes a back seat.
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