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Bridge

 This deal occurred during the playoff to de-
termine which team would represent the Unit-
ed States in the 1973 world championship. 

It was only the second deal of the 160-board 
match, but it demonstrated that at least one of 
the players, Jeff Rubens, was already function-
ing on all cylinders.

Rubens was South and reached three notrump 
as shown. 

Ordinarily, Rubens plays his cards in a de-
liberate tempo, even though he is actually one 
of the fastest thinkers in the game. But on the 
present occasion he played very quickly.

West led the king of hearts, ducked by South, 
and continued with the jack, won by Rubens 
with the ace. 

He promptly played the jack of diamonds 
and finessed. East took the queen and returned 
a club.

Rubens thereupon showed his hand and 
claimed the rest of the tricks on a double 
squeeze! 

The only explanation he offered was that he 
assumed East had four or more spades, which 
in turn meant that the double squeeze was sure 
to succeed. 

His well-versed opponents conceded the 
claim, and the hand was not even played out!

They realized that Rubens would win the 
club with the king and cash the A-K-Q of 
spades and A-K-10 of diamonds to produce 
this ending:

North
[H] 7
[D] 4
[C] 9
West 
[H] Q 
[C] J 4 
East
[S] 10
[C] Q 10
South
[S] 7
[C] A 6

The lead of the diamond four would first 
squeeze East out of a club, on which South 
would discard a spade, and then squeeze West 
out of a club to put an end to the proceedings. 
Rubens’ claim at trick four was simply a time-
saver!

Tomorrow: Good partnership defense.
 (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/03
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Difficulty Level 3/03

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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