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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 Good defense is usually a cooperative effort, 
with both defenders making use of every inference 
and scrap of information they have at their disposal. 
An excellent example of two minds operating on the 
same wavelength is provided by today’s deal.

West led the ace of clubs against four hearts, and 
East signaled with the eight. Had West now blindly 
continued with a club, declarer would have had no 
trouble scoring 11 tricks.

But West reasoned that since East had supported 
clubs twice during the bidding, South would surely 
ruff the next club. It would then be a simple matter for 
declarer, after losing a trick to the heart king, to dis-
card whatever losers he had left on dummy’s spades. 
So at trick two, West shifted to the king of diamonds! 
This did not figure to cost a trick even if South had 
the queen, because declarer’s diamonds were due to 
disappear on dummy’s spades eventually.

 South took the king with the ace and led a trump to 
the queen, losing to the king. West returned the jack 
of diamonds, and it was now East’s turn to shine.

He reasoned that since West had ignored the club 
signal at trick one, he must have known declarer had 
no more clubs. In addition, the unusual diamond lead 
from the K-J made it clear West was interested in 
obtaining a diamond ruff. So East overtook the jack 
with the queen and returned a third diamond, and 
West trumped with the nine to set the contract one 
trick.

East-West’s excellent defense notwithstanding, 
South should have made his contract anyway. He 
should have recognized the danger of an opposing 
diamond ruff and taken one simple step to prevent 
it.

Had he ducked West’s king of diamonds at trick 
two, he would have made it impossible for West to 
reach his partner’s hand later, and the contract would 
have been secured.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Rising to the occasion
There are times when declarer is forced to do some-

thing that to the casual observer might appear absurd. 
On closer analysis, however, it may then be seen that 
the play in question actually offered the best chance 
for success. 

Take this deal where South reached four spades on 
the bidding shown and West led the jack of hearts. East 
won with the ace and returned a heart to South’s king, 
ruffed by West. West then shifted to a diamond, taken 
by dummy’s king. (Note that a spade return by West at 
trick three -- very difficult to find -- would defeat the 
contract.) 

At this point, declarer paused to take stock of the 
situation. The ace of spades was the only remaining sure 
loser, but if West got to ruff another heart, the contract 
would go down one. 

East’s vulnerable overcall strongly suggested that 
he held the ace of spades. Furthermore, since West 
had started with only one heart, he was likely to have 
at least three spades. If so, a trump lead at this stage 
would allow East to take the ace and give West the 
killing heart ruff. 

South therefore decided that desperate measures 
were called for. So at trick three, he crossed to the club 
king, returned a club and finessed the jack! When this 
held, he cashed the club ace, discarded the heart queen 
and then led the queen of spades. East rose with the ace 
and returned a heart, but declarer ruffed high and drew 
trumps to make his con tract. 

 To get home safely, South had to take a finesse that 
risked losing a trick he didn’t have to lose, and then 
discard a winner in another suit -- all before he led 
trumps. But, under the circumstances, this offered the 
best chance, so what might have seemed absurd at the 
start proved to be absolutely necessary.

	    Tomorrow: Charting your course of play.

Good partnership defense
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