
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge

There are many hands where declarer 
has no choice but to rely on luck, but 
before resigning himself to the whims of 
fate, he is obligated to try to reduce the 
luck factor as much as possible.

Consider this deal where South got to 
six hearts and West led a spade. 

At first glance, the outcome seems to 
depend entirely on a club finesse, but 
declarer found a way to improve his 
chances considerably with a minimum 
degree of risk.

After taking the spade ace at trick 
one, South led a diamond to the ace and 
ruffed a diamond. 

This was followed by a heart to the 
queen and a second diamond ruff. When 
both opponents followed to this trick, 
the slam became a heavy favorite.

At trick six, South cashed the king of 
spades and then ruffed a spade with the 
nine of hearts. Another diamond was led 
and ruffed, establishing dummy’s eight 
as a trick.

Declarer then played the A-K of hearts, 
drawing West’s last two trumps, after 
which a club to the ace allowed South to 
discard a club on the diamond eight and 
thus make the slam.

By adopting this method of play, South 
added the chance of a 4-3 diamond divi-
sion -- about 62 percent -- to the chance 
that West might have the king of clubs. 
Had the diamonds failed to divide 4-3, or 
the trumps 3-2, declarer would still have 
had the club finesse to fall back on.

As it turned out, the finesse -- which 
would have lost -- became unnecessary. 
Thanks to declarer’s willingness to seek 
a way to reduce the luck factor, the slam 
came sailing home.

	    
Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

	    (c)King Features Syndicate 
Inc.

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/06
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Difficulty Level 3/06

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Charting your 
course of play
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