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Hesston’s first half leaves Colby boys behind

By Joey Falkoff
Free Press Reporter
Jjfalkoff @nwkansas.com

For the Colby Eagle boys’ bas-
ketball team, Thursday was their
first time back on the grandest
stage of 4A high school basketball
since 2004.

Unfortunately, their opening act
left much to be desired.

Colby’s four-month joyride
came to a resounding halt as
Hesston exploded for 40-first half
points and easily held on to de-
feat the Eagles 68-47 in their first
round state tournament game at the
BiCentennial Center in Salina.

“It’s tough,” said Eagle head
coach Beau Sheets. “You build up
to this all year, and it’s tough to
end like that. But to be one of the
final eight teams, you can’t beat
that.”

Colby finished the season 18-6.
Hesston improved to 22-2 and
plays Topeka-Hayden in the state
semifinals today.

“They were just ready to play
more than we were,” said senior
Ethan Stover, who finished his ca-
reer with a team-high 13 points. “It
was a good season. We can’t com-
plain, because we got to state.”

Whether playing at the spacious
BiCentennial Center or just in the
backyard, the game is still the
same by scoring points.

Hesston did so frequently, espe-
cially in the first half where they
shot close to 52 percent and were
7-12 from behind the three-point
line. Four of their seven came
from reserve guard Brett Liechty,
who finished with a game-high 16
points.

“I thought all those three’s killed
us,” said junior Levi Schlick.
“They run a flex offense and it was
tough to defend, because they set
double-screens on the backside.”

Hesston also got double-digit
scoring from Michael Janzen,
who finished with 14 points and
16 rebounds.

The Eagles never could get on
track offensively and finished the
game 16-54 (29.6 percent) from
the field. They were also 4-19
(21.1 percent) from behind the
three-point line.

Consequently, they found them-
selves down 40-23 at the half

and never could make a serious
charge.

“They came out and hit seven
three’s and we shot 29 percent. It
makes it pretty tough,” said Sheets.
“They got a good streak going and
we were playing catch-up.”

Colby’s top three scorers, Sto-
ver, Levi Schlick and Stephen
Dinkel went a combined 11-41
(26.8 percent). Stover was 3-16
and just 2-12 from the three-point
line. Dinkel was 2-12 from the
field with nine points and Schlick
finished 6-13 with 12 points and
nine rebounds.

“They all felt good. They just
rimmed out,” said Stover.

Hesston’s bigger guards made
life tough for Stover, who rarely
got any daylight for his shots.

“We knew Stover and Schlick
were their top two scorers,” said
Hesston head coach Ty Rhodes. “I
thought we did a nice job getting
in Stover’s face when he shot the
ball.”

The Eagles shot over 50 per-
cent in their substate final win
over Nickerson, but in their other
three post-season games it was a
struggle.

“You could kind of tell our team
wasn’t shooting the ball well once
the post-season got around,” said
Schlick. “It’s tough that it hap-
pened right now after we’d been
shooting the ball so well all year.
Hopefully, it won’t happen next
year.”

Hesston set the tone right away
as they jumped out to a 9-2 lead in
the first four minutes.

“Alot of us were nervous before
the game,” said Schlick. “We’ve
all watched games here before
when we were kids and thought
it would be cool to play on this
court. You kind of expect that with
as young as we are.”

Starting point guard Cade Cart-
er returned for the first time since
Feb. 4 and knocked down a three-
pointer right away to make it 9-5,
but three Liechty three-pointers
helped Hesston open up a 19-9
lead with 2:10 remaining in the
opening quarter.

“He’s always been capable of
doing it,” said Rhodes. “He shot
50 percent from the three-point
line last year as a junior. He looked
really confident out there.”
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Colby’s Ethan Stover takes a

JOE FALKOFF/Colby Free Press
jump shot over Hesston’s Rob

Moore Thursday during first round action at the state high school
basketball tournament in Salina. Hesston won 68-47.

Colby finally settled down on
the offensive end and another
Carter three-pointer to end the
quarter cut the deficit to 21-16.
A Stover three-pointer to start
the second quarter got the Eagles
within two.

The Eagles had a chance to tie,
but Schlick was whistled for an
offensive foul going up for a shot.

From that point on, it was all
Hesston as they reeled off 14
straight points to go ahead 35-19.

“We just let up,” said Stover

Hesston’s seventh three-pointer
of the half by John Reimer with
five seconds remaining extended
their lead to 17.

“If that call goes the other way,

maybe we tie it up,” said Sheets.
“Next thing you know, you look
up and we’re down 17 points.”

Hesston shot just 35 percent and
was 1-5 from the three-point line
in the second half, but the 17-point
deficit was too much to overcome.
Colby continued to struggle, hit-
ting just 28 percent of their shots.

“When you’re down that much
it’s tough to catch up,” said Sto-
ver.

The Eagles got as close as 15
points on four different occasions
in the second half, but never put
a serious run together. Hesston
made 11-17 fourth quarter free
throws to seal the deal.

Colby came into the game with
no state tournament experience. It
left with puzzling memories.

“I thought we would be ready to
play,” said Sheets.

But that wasn’t the case. The
Eagles now have the whole off-
season to figure out what it takes
to compete at the highest levels of
Kansas 4A basketball.

“First of all I learned you have
to be really physical and use your
head,” said Schlick. “I think 4A is

Thomas County ADAC will
be offering a twelve (12) week
Anger Management Class.
Classes begin Wednesday,
March 25, 2008. They will be
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at
the ADAC office (1523 W. 4th
Street) in Colby. Contact Gail
at 462-6111 to enroll.

the toughest class in the state.”

The finale was disappointing,
but the Eagles felt the season as a
whole was something to be proud
of.

“For Colby, being a small town
in western Kansas, I think this was
a great season,” said Schlick. “It
speaks a lot for our league. We
gave it our all.”

Colby (18-6) 16 7 9 15-47

Hesston (22-2) 21 19 9 19- 68

Colby (47)- Ethan Stover 13, Cade
Carter 6, Chaz Winger 3, Stephen Dinkel
9, Cory Sager 4, Levi Schlick 12

Hesston (68)- Jared Redding 2, John
Reimer 7, Lee Voth-Gaeddert 5, Nebel 3,
Brett Liechty 16, Michael Janzen 14, Rob
Moore 5, Michael Petrocci 8, Alex Roth 8

Rebounds: Colby 32 Hesston 37

Turnovers: Colby 13 Hesston 10
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NOW SHOWING
Mar. 7th - Mar. 13th

THE BUCKET LIST

PG-13 1 Hour, 37 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

10,000 B.C.

PG-13 1 Hour, 50 Minutes

Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

Colby Cinema

1935 S. Range * 785-460-9600

) 0000000000044
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www.colbycinema.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business
Directory call Jasmine, Crystal or
Hannah today at 462-3963.

Get On-Lin

Call 462-3963

nwkansas.com

e for Value!

or stop by 155 W. 5th St.

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

College | Retirement

h=

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA.
Financial Group, Inc. 327

T &

PANTHER RADON
SERVICES, INC.

*

Pounce on Radon for a Healthier Home!
‘ Radon Testing, Mitigation, and Supplies

Phonet#: 877-938-2245 or 785-938-2245

Call today for a Free Consultation

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTimATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry e
50 NEW Door Styles e

Natural Stone Countertops & Much More!
462-7843 ¢ 443-3140 * 443-0945

Showroom located inside Inlow Interiors, 455 N. Franklin, Colby
NOW OFFERING HANDY MAN SERVICES- CALL 462-6000

Design & Installation
NEW Glazes & Finishes

930 S. Range
kCoIby, Kansas 67701
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Phone: 785-460-0828
Cell: 785-443-1082J

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Hannah a call TODAY!! 462-3963

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Northwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic
John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C

Kerri Schippers, ARNP

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

/785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

Hoxie, KS
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Avai

¢ Root Canals ° Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

lable!

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

G iy
SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

" Per Adult

X \\D ,4‘ .
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 ,"%}w/'n CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 1‘7=.. > L 777777777 QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4. - o2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 AN Iy WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
A \sA
SRV
vegv O
VACATION SPECIALS pon Vonions MLVl MIGTeMIEAZ:]
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4 r
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel i~ $505 | 3. BOOK EA’?LY'
?JAAEF){(IIQSEAN CRUISE sy 81552[;](!'):([)] | 5 SLAVIE 1
Cruise & Air 1 S1, ; 51
ALASKAN CRUISE BNRSYSERI N I A8 Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | ~ $740 | 3 : -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 i 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA i $359 :Max 45 and are subject to availability

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/" 785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Chris and Beth Lewon 650 N Grant/Colby, KS - FREE ESTIMATES

Tim W. Stanton, B.C.H.L.S.

Hearing Aid Sales & Service

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East H

ill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

1870 S. Range
(Inside Radio Shack)
Colby, KS 67701

785-621-HEAR (4327)

e No Money Down

Try Before You Buy

* 30 Day Free Trial
e Service On All Makes

and Models

2818 Vine, Suite B
(Corner of 29th and Vine)
Hays, KS 67601

Or Call Toll Free 1-888-421-HEAR (4327)
-CHANGING WHAT YOU HEAR-

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT |

TODAY!
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