Colby Free Press Thursday, March 20, 2008 Page 5

Gender choices and differences
come with numerous problems

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband
worries — needlessly, I hope —
because our 13-year-old son, who
looks as if he could be a wrestler,
prefers to do the nightly task of
cleaning up the table and coping
with the dishes, while a female
cousin who’s staying with us likes
carrying out the garbage and begs
to ride on the lawn mower. This
doesn’t bother me, but it drives
him nuts. What, if anything, is
wrong with these kids, and should
I be concerned and take action?

— ML

Dear MLL.: No, definitely not,
and I wouldn’t make a big issue
of it. Your son might turn out to
be one of the great chefs, while
the female cousin might eventu-
ally become a gardener, drive a
garbage truck or perhaps just
be a woman in any profession
with a husband who adores her
because she never minds taking
out the garbage. What differ-
ence does it make?

Most of what we consider
gender differences are actually
not; rather, they’re assigned by
society.

For instance, in many cul-
tures it’s not unusual to see men
knitting and sewing. In our own
country, most tailors are male,
and designers — many of whom
make a great deal of money —
are of either sex.

Your children, their friends
and your relatives will be hap-
pier and more comfortable if
adults show them some respect
rather than trying to pass on
their own often rigid views
about gender that limit their
choices needlessly.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband
and I divorced long ago, when our
son was only 2. Fortunately, our
son has very few, if any, memories
of him, but my wonderful older
brother is his honorary dad, and
usually he makes an almost per-
fect role model. He and his wife
have two daughters, but my son is
like his own child; they’ve always
been very close. Well, now my
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boy, who’s 13, is refusing to talk
to him because he failed to show
up as he’d promised to watch my
son play in his Little League team.
This meant a lot to my son, and
apparently he’d bragged about it
to his friends. My brother’s a very
proud guy. Now he’s angry and
disappointed in my son’s reaction.
What should he do?

— S.C.

Dear S.C.: As a role model
to your son, you might suggest
to your brother that this would
be a great time for him to point
out to your son that everyone
makes mistakes sometimes, and
show him that real men are able
to forgive. Your brother should
apologize and admit that be-
cause of something that took his
attention at his place of work,
his attention was elsewhere and
he forgot.

Unlike what some adults be-
lieve, children are deeply im-
pressed with a sincere apology
from an adult. What it means
is that this adult trusts the child
enough to be totally honest. The
adult respects the child and
cares what the child thinks. This
builds self-esteem in the child,
brings him close to the adult
and frees the child to be able to
admit mistakes of his own when
he makes them. If your brother
will ask for forgiveness, he’ll get
it, and he’ll also have a friend
for life.

kK sk

Dear Dr. Brothers: This year
has brought so many different,
very real problems in my life that
each day I become increasingly
swamped. Some problems are
due to my own errors, some are
due to chance or bad luck, but I'm
feeling so swamped that I'm now
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finding sleep almost impossible.
My husband died, and because of
a gambling addiction, he left me
with no money. I thought I"d get a
job but didn’t, and I can’t pay for
the mortgage on my house. I'm
hopelessly in debt, yet my only
pleasure and brief bit of peace
come from a weekly bingo game
and QVC and some other shop-
ping networks. Any friends I have
disappeared because I'm so tired
and depressed, and I couldn’t af-
ford them even if I weren’t such
a drag. These problems are not
just in my head. They’re very real.
How can I get out of this?

— K.H.

Dear K.H.: You can’t solve all
these problems at once. No one
could, and the more you lump
all your misfortunes together,
the less likely you’ll be to get
any sleep, which is essential in
order to do any clear, creative
thinking that might lead to some
kind of solution. The first thing
to try to do is compartmentalize
them. Divide them into separate
problems, write them down on a
large pad and see what, if any,
relationship they have with each
other. I mention this because I
think you might possibly be an
overspender -- a compulsive, ad-
dictive spender. Obviously, you
need help with this.

My suggestion would be to get
in touch with a self-help support
group. You may think all this
is nonsense, but if you attend a
meeting, I suspect you’ll meet
a number of other women who
share many of your problems.
It won’t hurt you, and it might
help you to gain friends and
insight that could point a way
back to life and a better, health-
ier, happier future.

Sperm donor goes to supreme court

TOPEKA (AP) — A Topeka
man wanting parental rights to
children conceived with sperm he
donated is taking his case to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

Attorneys for Daryl Hendrix
on Monday filed an appeal with
the court, seeking to overturn a
Kansas Supreme Court ruling last

“This is a very significant case,
not only for the world of fathers’
rights, but also for the rights and
fair treatment of children,” said
Jeffrey Leving, a Chicago attorney
and national parents’ rights advo-
cate representing Hendrix. “Many
fathers are criticized for not being
there. Here we have a father who

Harrington is an attorney.

People who donate sperm at a
sperm bank must sign a waiver
to parental rights, and Hendrix
signed nothing, Leving said, add-
ing that Hendrix planned to co-
parent the children.

Harrington has maintained that
she always intended to be a single
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National Bio- and Agro-Defense
Facility. The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security wants to re-
place an aging laboratory on Plum
Island, N.Y. A decision on where
to place the facility is expected
later this year.

State officials have submitted a
proposal to build the lab at Kansas
State University near an existing
biosecurity research center on the
Manhattan campus. Senators also
approved a nonbinding resolution
expressing their support for the
project by the same 37-0 vote.

The bonds would be used to buy
land, upgrade roads, install a secu-
rity fence and build a utility plant.
Senate President Steve Morris
said the bill also allows the proj-
ect to accept in-kind support, such
as site preparation work, which
would reduce the amount of bonds
needed to build the utility plant.

Bond payments would be $8.2
million a year for 20 years, push-
ing the total cost to about $164
million.

Morris said with the passage of
the bond package, the state will
have completed all requirements

for what Kansas officials maintain
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were always part of the criteria,
but Gov. Kathleen Sebelius said
last week that it was a new wrin-
kle.

In the House, Speaker Melvin
Neufeld said the Appropriations
Committee will consider a similar
bill.

“This is really the best and final
offer,” Neufeld, an Ingalls Repub-
lican, said of the state’s bid to land
the laboratory.

Legislative leaders have touted
the economic potential from hav-
ing the lab built in Kansas.

Morris said Kansas has a strong
agricultural heritage and that 40
percent of the world’s animal
health industry is along a corridor
from Kansas State to the Universi-
ty of Missouri campus in Colum-
bia. He compared the potential
benefit to the cluster of research
facilities that have spurred growth
in North Carolina near Raleigh,
Durham and Chapel Hill.

“It’s important for the eco-
nomic growth of our state. We’re
building on our strength,” Morris
said Morris. “Having the facility
where the rubber meets the road is
important.”

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
HELEN LOUISE SMITH, a/k/a
HELEN L. SMITH, deceased.

Case No. 08-PR- 14

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The State of Kansas To All Persons Con-
cerned:

You are hereby notified that on March 17,
2008, a Petition for Probate of Will and Is-
suance of Letters Testamentary was filed
in this Court by Sue Ellen Taylor, an heir,
devisee and legatee, and one of the co-
executors named in the Last Will and Testa-
ment of Helen Louise Smith, a/k/a Helen L.
Smith, deceased. All creditors of the above
named decedent are notified to exhibit their
demands against the estate within four
months from the date of first publication of
this notice, as provided by law, and if their
demands are not thus exhibited, they shall
be forever barred.

Sue Ellen Taylor, Petitioner

Laurence A. Taylor #9496
Attorney at Law

1480 W. 4th, PO Box 509
Colby, KS 67701
785-462-6736

Attorney for Petitioner

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
March 20, 27 and April 3, 2008.)
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