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Essay winner named

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Agriculture Council of America
(ACA) has announced the national
2008 Ag Day Essay Contest win-
ner, Katlin Wiest.

CA called upon seventh- to
12" -grade students nationwide
to submit original essays of 450
words about the importance of
agriculture in the United States.
Under the theme “Agriculture —
Bigger Than You Think,” students
were encouraged to focus their
essays on the broader scope of
agriculture, showcasing the diver-
sity of today’s American farms.
Though row crops and livestock
are still very much a part of the
foundation of the industry, agri-
culture today has multiple touch
points in our daily lives and many
career opportunities.

Wiest, an eighth-grader at Up-
per Dauphin Middle School,
Lykens, Pa., was named the na-
tional winner of the 2008 contest
during the Ag Day event held at
the USDA Whitten Building Pa-

tio. Wiest read her essay to indus-
try representatives, members of
Congress, federal agency repre-
sentatives, media and others at the
Celebration of Agriculture dinner
in Washington, D.C. Ag Day is a
nationally coordinated program
that envisions consumers, young
and old, talking about agricul-
ture. The contest is sponsored by
CHS Inc., The Council for Agri-
cultural Science & Technology,
High Plains Journal, National As-
sociation of Farm Broadcasting,
National Agri-Marketing Associa-
tion, Country Living Association
and McCormick Company.

This is the 35" anniversary of
National Ag Day. The goal of the
ACA is to provide a spotlight on
the agriculture, food and fiber in-
dustries the first day of spring (Na-
tional Ag Day), not only to help
consumers understand how food
and fiber products are produced,
but to celebrate accomplishments
in providing safe, abundant and
affordable products.

Thomas County Farm Bureau
members insert some infor-
mation into a book promoting
agriculture to be distributed
to Thomas County schools
and other places. The book
distribution  complemented
National Agriculture Day
which was Thursday.

JOHN VAN NOSTRAND/CoIby Free Press
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We're proud to

support Agriculture

in Northwest Kansas.

Thanks
Farmers for
all you do!

Record high grain prices bolstering rural economy

WICHITA, (AP) — Record-
high grain prices are fueling a ru-
ral economic boom in U.S. farm
states such as Kansas.

Farm equipment dealers have
a backlog of several months in
orders for new machinery. Crop-
land rents are rising, along with
agricultural land prices. And with
spring planting just weeks away,
farmers are watching the volatile
commodities markets as they de-
cide which crops to grow during
the upcoming season.

While their city neighbors are
struggling with foreclosures and
fears of a recession, a lot more
money is circulating in rural Kan-
sas today, said Jere White, execu-
tive director of the Kansas Corn
Growers Association,

“They are kind of riding the
wave, running counter to the rest
of the economy,” Terry Kastens, a
farmer who also teaches part-time
as an agricultural economy pro-
fessor at Kansas State University,
said of his fellow farmers.

White said after several lean
years in Kansas agriculture, many
farmers are using money they’re
making from their grain to up-
grade, not just on their farms, but
in their homes and the rest of their
lives.

“If you can envision tens of
thousands of farmers in Kansas
receiving a good price for virtual-
ly any grain they grow, the impact

it has on rural communities has to
be substantial,” White said. “That
filters its way to people who sell
cars and tires and shoes and cloth-
ing and everything else.”

Perhaps one of the most telling
barometers of the farm economy
is the rising numbers of orders
for new farm machinery. Kastens,
who farms in northwest Kansas
near Atwood, bought his new
planter in August to get it in time
for spring planting this year.

New combine sales were up
15.4 percent nationwide in 2007,
sales of four-wheel-drive tractors
were up 22.7 percent, and sales of
large-scale, two-wheel-drive trac-
tors were up 25.7 percent, Kastens
said.

Although equipment prices
haven’t increased much more than
10 percent, farmers are buying a
lot more “bells and whistles” such
as the newest technology for that
machinery that is pushing the cost
of equipment up as much as 20
percent, Kastens said.

Input costs — such as fertilizer,
herbicide and seed prices — for
the upcoming season are also soar-
ing, something farmers will take
into consideration when deciding
what and how much to plant.

“Corn is very expensive to
plant,” said Mike Woolverton,
grain marketing economist at
Kansas State University. It takes a
lot of fertilizer and seed costs are
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high.”

Still, Kastens said, grain prices
are “plenty high” to cover the in-
creased costs.

“Another big plus for farmers
today is that despite the fact there
is a lot of borrowing — all input
costs have risen — interest rates
have been pretty low.

Government officials lowered
the interest rates, which is anoth-
er nice, positive thing,” Kastens
said.

While grain growers are relish-
ing an unprecedented market for
their crops, some sectors of the ru-
ral economy are hurting from the

high prices.

Cattle feedyards, particularly in
big cattle-feeding states such as
Kansas and Texas, have been hard
hit. Higher feed costs are also af-
fecting cow-calf producers.

“The livestock industry is not
doing all that great. They are just
kind of plugging along,” Kastens
said.

Such is the backdrop as grain
farmers decide in the coming
weeks how many acres of what
crops to plant. And that brings the
commodities futures market into

play.
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BALDWIN FILTERS

Fit All Makes
Oil * Air * Water * Hydraulics

Prices shown below are examples of our most popular filters.

BT427 Cummins 4 cyl Power Units $4.28
B2 Ford/Chrysler Power Units $3.47
B1432 Chevrolet Pickups $4.72
BT486 John Deere 8000 Tractors $12.01
B299 International Tractors $5.52
ALLIANCE BATTERIES
Highest Quality * Excellent Warranty

Cars * Trucks * Tractors * Combines * Farm Equipment
Prices shown below are examples of some of our most popular batteries.

Group Cold Cranking Amps Price
24-700 700 $57.95
78 DT-800 800 $64.95
4-1000 1000 $57.46
31P-1010 1010 $79.95
8D-1400 1400 $119.21

With battery core of equal size

Check Our Prices

Before Makmg Large Quantity Purchases

Colby Ag Center, L.C.

Your full Service Farm Equipment Dealer
West Highway 24 *** Colby, Kansas

www.colbyag.com

785-462-6132
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