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than a three-club bid, the heart response should be
preferred. If partner raises two hearts to three, you
should gladly bid four, as you have substantially
greater values than he has a right to expect.
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Probably the most difficult play in bridge to
recognize is the dummy reversal. This is primarily
becauseitinvolves doing the direct opposite of what
a declarer normally does during the play of a suit
contract. As a result, the dummy reversal is often
overlooked, even by the best players.

Consider this deal where South is in seven hearts
and West leads a diamond. The outcome seems to
depend entirely on a spade finesse, which would lose
inthe actual layout. Butif declarer spots the possibil-
ity of adummy reversal early enough in the play, the
spade loser can be made to disappear.

South begins by taking the ace of diamonds and
ruffing adiamond. The K-A of hearts are then cashed
to see how the trumps are divided. When they prove
to be 3-2, declarer ruffs another diamond, leaving
the lone missing trump outstanding.

Dummy is next entered with a club, and the
diamond eight is ruffed with South’s last trump, the
queen. Declarer then crosses to the king of spades
and plays the jack of hearts, extracting the missing
trump.

It is on this trick that the potential spade loser
vanishes. Since South has no trumps left, he is able
to discard his jack of spades on the jack of hearts.
The ace of spades and K-Q-J of clubs then take the
last four tricks.

By ruffing three diamonds in his hand, declarer
scores six trump tricks instead of the obvious five,
and so winds up with six hearts, four clubs, two
spades and a diamond for 13 tricks in all.

Note also that by testing the trumps early on,
South learned that it was safe to adopt this line of
play. Had the hearts turned out to be divided 4-1, he
could have continued drawing trumps and later tried
the spade finesse.
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