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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 Opening-Lead Quiz

	    You are South, both sides vulnerable. The 
bidding has been:

	    East	 South	 West	 North
	    1 [C]	 Pass	 1 [H]	 Pass
	    3 [C]	 Pass	 4 [C]	 Pass
	    5 [C]	
	    Which card would you choose as your 

opening lead in each of the following four hands?
	    1. [S] K4 [H] Q987 [D] KJ94 [C] 752
	    2. [S] Q6 [H] J63 [D] J9742 [C] A83
	    3. [S] Q853 [H] 8742 [D] QJ7 [C] 64
	    4. [S] J10972 [H] 5 [D] 9876 [C] K72
	    * * *
  1. Two (or five) of clubs. Generally speaking, 

defense is either active or passive. In some hands you 
attack to try to achieve the best result; in others you 
play possum and try to avoid any lead that might cost 
your side a trick.

Here, the danger of losing a trick by leading any-
thing but a trump is self-evident. Partner cannot have 
many high cards, so your best chance of defeating 
the contract lies in letting declarer work out his own 
salvation.

2. Queen of spades. Here aggressive action is called 
for. True, the queen of spades appears to be an un-
orthodox lead, since it is not in combination with the 
king or jack. Nevertheless, it offers the best prospect 
of beating the contract.

 Basically, your hope is that partner has the king and 
you can capture three tricks by scoring a spade, a club 
and a spade ruff. Perhaps the chance of this material-
izing will prove to be only a pipe dream, but the fact is 
that no other defense is more attractive. Holding the ace 
of trumps, which assures that you will regain the lead 
before trumps can be drawn, it seems sensible to attack 
boldly in an effort to acquire two more tricks.

3. Queen of diamonds. This time you must depend 
on partner for tricks, and your best chance is to try 
to develop a trick or two in diamonds. If partner has 
the king or ace, you are well on the way to exploiting 
declarer’s most likely weak spot.

The heart situation looks especially bad, and your 
prime effort should be devoted to establishing your 
side’s diamond tricks before declarer can develop and 
run dummy’s hearts.

4. Five of hearts. There is not much chance of stop-
ping the contract unless you can get a heart ruff. Your 
main hope -- not unlikely on the bidding -- is that 
partner has a quick entry of some kind. If so, a heart 
ruff might easily become the setting trick after you 
have gained the lead with the king of clubs.

	    Leading the top card of a sequence is or-
dinarily very desirable, but in this case, holding the 
K-x-x of trumps behind declarer, the singleton lead is 
more likely to succeed.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

		     A Diamond in the Rough

 Contrary to popular belief, the expert does not have X-
ray eyes. Instead he employs built-in antennae that assist 
him greatly in determining who has what. Take this deal 
from a match between England and Egypt. When the Brit-
ish were North-South, they got to four spades, and West 
led a diamond, taken by the ace.South played a heart to 
the queen, losing to East’s king. Back came a trump, the 
queen losing to the king (proving that South indeed lacked 
X-ray eyes). West then returned a heart, East’s jack forc-
ing the ace.After another round of trumps, declarer ruffed 
a heart in dummy, and East overruffed. East returned his 
last trump, and South played a club to the jack, which 
held. With declarer needing to take the rest of the tricks, 
the position now was:

North
[D]	 Q 9 7
[C]	 A 8
West	
[H]	 9	
[D]	 10 8	
[C]	 K 10
East
[D]	 K 6 4
[C]	 5 3		
South
[S]	 10
[H]	 10 7
[C]	 Q 7
Declarer led the diamond queen from dummy, com-

pelling East to cover with the king and thus shifting the 
burden of guarding the diamonds to West. After ruffing, 
South cashed the 10-7 of hearts, forcing West to relinquish 
either the ten of diamonds or the ten of clubs.Either discard 
would allow South to make 10 tricks. Without the queen-
of-diamonds lead, however, there would have been no 
squeeze.At the second table, with Egypt North-South, the 
contract and lead were exactly the same. Not to be outdone, 
the Egyptian declarer made his game on the same squeeze. 
Great minds run in the same direction!
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