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Where to write, call
   
   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2202 Rayburn House Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.  202/225-2715 
or Fax 202/225-5124
   State Rep. Jim Morrison,  State Capitol Building, 
300 SW 10th St. Rm. 143-N, Topeka, Kan. 66612. 
785/296-7676   e mail: jmorriso@ink.org  
web: www.morrisonfamily.com
    State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged. 
Mail them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 
67701. Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw 
kansas.com.  Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.
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Search and find

Some people are outdoor-types and some 
are indoor-types. I happen to fall in the latter 
category — except this past weekend.

My husband, Randy, loves working outside 
in the yard and I like puttering around inside 
the house.

But lately the tables have turned and he’s 
working inside on remodeling projects, which 
leaves outside chores on hold. Being a good 
sport, though, I decided to try my luck at out-
side work.

If the truth be known, though, I think Randy 
worries about me becoming even more of a re-
cluse than I already am — so I think he creates 
jobs to get me out of the house.

Actually, it’s sweet to be loved.
Anyway, as I was saying, this past weekend, 

he bought some ferns and hosta (plants), along 
with pulling the elephant ear bulbs out of stor-
age. 

After reading the directions on the package, 
I started digging half-inch holes or so and gen-
tly putting the little guys in their new homes.

One hosta, one elephant ear bulb, one hosta, 
etc., and across a whole row.

After that, I planted the ferns and was ready 
to call my outdoor experience over.

Not quite.
No sooner did I finish planting about 12-14 

different varieties in the flower bed, I noticed 
Randy had dumped what seemed like hundreds 
of elephant ear bulbs on the table outside — all 
in different sizes and shapes.

“What am I supposed to do with all those?” 
I asked. 

Randy suggested planting most of them in 
the same spot we did last year, which I didn’t 
think was too bad. That particular patch of soil 
was already moist and would be easy for dig-
ging.

Within a couple of hours, I had gotten all the 
bulbs, ferns and plants in the ground and was 
ready to call it quits for outside work.

I was starting to think Randy had planned 
an entire day for me outside because he didn’t 
quite tell me everything that needed to be done 

outside at the same time.
Maybe he thought my brain would short cir-

cuit if he told me all the things that needed to 
be done.

As I was cleaning up the mess from the first 
group of chores, Randy “suggested” the maid-
en grass in our yard and our little basement 
house’s yard needed to be cut back.

That didn’t sound too hard, I thought to my-
self. So I went into the garage and got out the 
two types of clippers. 

For those unfamiliar with maiden grass (like 
I was a couple of years ago), this is not the 
ordinary run-of-the-mill grass. This grass is 
more like “cane” in thickness and grows to 12’ 
high or more.

Cutting back some of the maiden grass re-
quired roping it off in the middle and then 
using the clippers to cut through these rather 
thick stalks.

With more than a dozen or so clumps of 
maiden grass clustered throughout the yards, I 
knew this was going to be a two-day affair.

Maybe some gardeners familiar with the 
process might not need two days, but for me, I 
knew it wasn’t going to happen in a day.

While clipping away, our neighbor, Daniel 
Morris and his little girl, Annie, peered over 
their fence in disbelief.

“Patty, what are you doing out there? I can’t 
believe you are working in the yard?” Daniel 
said.

It’s really bad when even my neighbors 
know I am a slug on weekends.

After watching me for a few minutes, Dan-
iel suggested I should use a chain saw to cut 

through the grass.
“That’s not a bad idea,” I said. “Can I do 

that?”
When Daniel didn’t answer and went back 

to work in his own yard, I figured he was jok-
ing. I can be gullible at times too.

Randy warned me to wear gloves for this 
particular project, but I didn’t think I needed 
to. I planned to be careful and the clippers 
were long enough so as not to place my fingers 
in harms way. 

However, I learned the hard way. I don’t 
think Randy was so concerned about the cut-
ting stage as much as he was the picking up 
and hauling portion of the job.

After about three or four razor-sharp slices 
on my fingers, I decided he was right about 
the gloves.

Of course, now I have a vested interest in 
my little plants. I put them in the ground with 
my own two hands and will be keeping an eye 
on their progress.

At first, I was a bit upset when I went out-
side Sunday and noticed the robins had already 
been pecking in the dirt where my elephant 
ears were.

I didn’t mind the birds digging around for 
worms, it’s just they poked about as many 
holes in this one spot than I had planted el-
ephant ears.

Even though I joke, it was actually fun work-
ing outside. I got some exercise, sun, and en-
joyed talking with people walking by — who 
were also doing healthy things.

I admit I am still ignorant about our plants 
and what to do when, but it was relaxing and 
I had a great time wallowing away the hours 
outdoors.

If Randy was trying to motivate me to spend 
more time outside — don’t tell him — but I 
think it worked! I am already looking forward 
to next weekend and what kind of outdoor 
chores I can find to do.

* * *
Patty Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her 

column appears on Mondays.

Enjoying the great outdoors

    By Sarah McIntosh 
My six-month-old dog Franny loves going 

outside.  Rain or snow it doesn’t matter she 
begs to go out.   When she has the opportu-
nity to explore and run free she is happy as can 
be.  But, whenever I put her on a leash to go 
outside she isn’t quite so happy.  One of two 
things happens.  Either she tugs as hard as she 
can, trying to bite off the leash or she sits and 
stares up at me with a look saying, how can 
you do this to me? The thing is I can’t really 
blame her; I love my freedom too.

We often get caught up in patriotism espe-
cially around Independence Day and Memo-
rial Day.  Sometimes we even refer loosely 
or in passing to the elusive terms of freedom 
and liberty.  But we should all take pause, no 
matter what time of year, and consider what 
freedom and liberty means to us, and why we 
care about it.

Most of us know something about the found-
ing of the country.  The Founding Fathers came 
from England, some under persecution for re-
ligious practices, others looking for a better 
life; all looking to start a country where they 
retained freedom and liberty under the law. 

The laws of the land look considerably dif-

ferent than they did 200 years ago.   We have 
volume upon volumes of codes and regula-
tions.  Each level of government has grown 
larger over the years. 

Sadly, the truth is that we give up freedoms 
nearly every day.  Each time a law is passed, 
whether at the municipal, state, or federal lev-
el, we lose a little bit----and sometimes a lot--
-of freedom.   That’s not to say that every law 
is bad, there are a few that actually preserve 
freedoms and some that are necessary to main-
tain a safe and secure community.  But those 
are the exceptions, not the rule.

Most of us are lucky.  We lead such comfort-
able lives that we rarely worry about how laws 
affect us.  When there is plenty to eat, com-
fortable housing, and American Idol, who has 
time to worry about what happens in Topeka, 
or in Washington?

The problem with this is we are relinquish-
ing our responsibility.  In a representative de-
mocracy, we, the people, are supposed to hold 
our government accountable.  We should be 
vigilant about observing what is taking place.  
For, once we lose a freedom, it is next to im-
possible to get it back.  Government grows, 
that’s its nature.  Laws grow more and more 
complex.  And often, government lacks trans-

parency.  So, it’s up to the people to make sure 
that what is taking place is in our best inter-
est.

When determining what laws we agree with 
and which we do not, we should all consider 
the consequences not just to us but also to oth-
ers in our communities and country.  Every 
time a freedom is taken away from someone 
else, it chips away at the barriers protecting 
our own rights.  And, if we aren’t all vigilant 
about protecting everyone’s rights, there may 
not be anyone left to speak up for you when 
the law personally affects your rights.  So it’s 
up to each of us to pay attention to what is 
happening and respond when we are unhappy 
with the outcomes.

Unfortunately for Franny, she will just have 
to put up with being on a leash.  And perhaps 
in any society we are all on a leash.  The ques-
tion is, how short are we willing to let that 
leash become?

Sarah McIntosh is Vice President of Pro-
grams for the Kansas-based Flint Hills Cen-
ter for Public Policy.  She can be reached at 
sarah.mcintosh@flinthills.org. To learn more 
about the Flint Hills Center, please visit www.
flinthills.org

A struggle for freedom

From The Hutchinson News
The Kansas state treasurer’s office always seems eager to pro-

mote its unclaimed property service, including a Web site to con-
nect residents with money or property temporarily in the state’s 
possession.

The agency sets up a booth every year at the Kansas State Fair, 
holds television and radio telethons and fills the airwaves with 
commercials about the bounty of unclaimed cash just waiting to 
be claimed.

But the agency seems to fall a little short when it comes to ac-
tively notifying residents, businesses and governmental agencies 
about the potential windfall sitting — and collecting interest — in 
state coffers.

A search by The News revealed that local nonprofit agencies, 
government entities and even the Kansas Board of Tax Appeals 
all have unclaimed money at the treasurer’s office. ...

The treasurer’s office reports that one staff member is dedi-
cated to active outreach, with the rest of the staff helping out as 
time permits. When new property hits the unclaimed status, staff 
searches for the owner or the owner’s heirs and sends a claim to 
the potential recipient.

By the department’s own admission, such efforts often produce 
better results than telethons and fair booths.

Yet somehow those searches didn’t reconnect the city of 
Hutchinson, the Girl Scouts or the Kansas Association of Chiefs 
of Police with their money. It seems the state office could do a 
better job of making individual contact with agencies and busi-
nesses that have unclaimed property.

It might be difficult to find individual property owners who have 
moved to another county or even another state, but it shouldn’t be 
too hard to find a phone number or a mailing address for a long-
standing nonprofit agency or a state or county agency.

By devoting more staff to direct outreach efforts, the treasurer’s 
office could help clear its list of unclaimed property, while keep-
ing its Web site visible to curious Kansans searching for a wind-
fall.
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