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Fagle improvement not enough to knock off #2 ranked Lakin

By Joey Falkoff
Free Press Reporter
jfalkoff@nwkansas.com

The Colby Eagle baseball team
fell well short of beating 4A #7
ranked Russell in their home
opener April 8.

Against second-ranked 3A
Lakin, the Eagles showed they
were closer to beating the best, but
the result remained the same.

The Eagles were three outs from
a first game win over the Broncs
only to give up four runs in the
final frame and lose 8-6. In game
two, the Eagles managed only
three hits against Lakin starter
Reed McAtee and the Broncs won
8-2 to earn the sweep Thursday at
the city fields.

Colby is now 7-5 overall, but
just 0-4 at home and 1-5 against
ranked teams. Still, head coach
Kevin Cox refused to call it a dis-
appointing evening.

“I think we competed well
against them,” said Cox. “We had
little victories inside the games, so
I think we did OK.”

The improvement looked like it
would translate into a win for the
Eagles, who held a 6-4 lead en-
tering the seventh inning of game
one.

Instead, things fell apart rather
quickly.

Eagle starter Stephen Dinkel
began the inning by walking Beau
Bird in four pitches.

Dinkel looked like he rebound-
ed by getting McAtee to lift a lazy
fly ball to right center, but neither
center fielder Chaz Winger or
right fielder Thomas Wieland took
charge, and the ball bounced off
the glove of Winger as he tried to
make a diving catch.

“It’s not an excuse, but we have
a hard time with that white back-
ground behind the plate,” said
Cox. “It hurt. The centerfielder
should have had priority and make
a call on it if he can get over there.
You can’t really look at one error.
We should have just closed the
deal.”

But the Eagles couldn’t recov-
er.

Dinkel hit the next batter to
load the bases with no one out.
Kyle Dassenbrock followed with
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their only extra-base hit.

Dinkel fell to 2-2 after allowing
eight runs and eight hits in six plus
innings. His stat line might have
looked a little better had the Ea-
gles not committed four errors.

Miller may have been just good
enough for Lakin to win in game
one, but McAtee was downright
dominant for the Broncs in game
two.

McAtee allowed just three hits
in seven innings, and the Eagles
didn’t record their first hit until the
fifth inning.

“He’s a tough, tough competitor
on the mound,” said Cox. “I think
these two pitchers are the toughest
we’ll see all year other than Rus-
sell.”

McAtee’s biggest trouble came
in the fifth, but his defense saved
the day.

McAtee walked three consecu-
tive hitters with two outs. Sager
followed with Colby’s first hit, a
two-RBI double, that cut the Ea-
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opportunity to trim the lead in the
sixth, but failed to come through.
With men at second and third and
one out, Winger and Blanton both
struck out swinging.

“He (McAtee) bared down when
he needed to,” said Cox.

A third inning error by Dinkel
and one in the fourth by Krzycki
allowed three of Lakin’s first six
runs to score. Miller had an RBI
double in the fourth to make it 6-0.
Lang looked sharp at times, but
couldn’t keep pace with McAtee.

He fell to 4-2 after allowing
eight runs, five earned, and eight
hits in 6 1/3 innings.
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Despite committing six errors,
the Broncs sent the Eagles home
from the city fields disappointed
once again.

“I knew it would be tough to-
day,” said Cox. “We battled. They
really didn’t blow us out or any-
thing. I wish we could play tough
teams like that the rest of the
year.”

Goodland may not be ranked,
but they appear to be a much im-
proved team after sweeping Lib-
eral last week. The Eagles swept
Goodland April 4 and will host
the Cowboys 4 p.m. Tuesday at
the city fields.

off N. Country Club Dr.

Eagle shortstop Cade Carter avoided a slide from Lakin’s Reed
McAtee during the second game of their doubleheader Thursday

at the city fields. Colby was swept by Lakin 8-6 and 8-2

a lined single into left that tied the
game at 6.

“I think as a pitcher a defen-
sive mistake like that does affect
your concentration,” said Cox. “T
think you try a little harder to get
a strikeout.”

and Cade Carter.

Lakin tied the game at 4 in the
fifth, but the Eagles scored two in
the sixth to pull ahead 6-4.

Brent Arnberger, who finished
1-3, had a fifth inning double that
put the Eagles ahead 5-4. It was

Kevin Lang came on in relief

With men at second and third,
Lang looked like he had pulled
the Eagles to within two runs after
driving a ball deep to center, but
Bird made a sensational, diving
catch to end the inning.

“That’s a great catch, but that’s
baseball,” said Cox. “You just
have to give them credit for that.”

The Eagles had another golden
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of Dinkel, and the damage contin-
ued.

With men at first and third, Lang
threw a wild pitch that allowed the
go-ahead run to score. Two batters
later, Taylor Lovelady drove a sin-
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struggled throughout much of the
game, didn’t allow the momentum
to escape as he shut the Eagles
down in their half of the seventh.

The Eagles tagged Miller for 10
hits in the game. Cory Sager fin-
ished 2-4, and was the only Eagle
with a multiple-hit game.

Lakin finished with nine hits
and used a two-RBI single from
Miller to go ahead 2-0 in the first.
The Eagles took their first lead,
4-3, in the bottom of the fourth af-
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement

s

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Insurance -

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, |A. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA.
Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Investments

www.fbfs.com

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Tom Sharp - Sales
(785) 672-5245

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation
50 NEW Door Styles ¢ NEW Glazes & Finishes

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing

Natural Stone Countertops & Much More!
[Shop 462-7843 ¢ Dennis 443-3140 ¢ Lynda 443-0945

The

‘l‘oql Box

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Marthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

* Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic

John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C
Kerri Schippers, ARNP

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

We Have:

j
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Hoxie, KS
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Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

NOW OPEN !

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

' Dos de Ozos

Appetizers, Combinations,

Specialties, Luncheon Plates, Special Dinners,

Fajitas, A La Carte Orders, Vegetarian Entrees,
; Desserts and a Kid’s Menu.

Hours: Sunday-Thursday *11:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Friday & Saturday *11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
New Location inside Quality Inn
1950 W. Range Colby, KS

(785) 460-5861

FAMILY DENTAL
f?éx CARE

- . The Latest Technology and Most
ORev® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.
1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/" 785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Chris and Beth Lewon 650 N Grant/Colby, KS - FREE ESTIMATES

Tim W. Stanton, B.C.H.L.S.
Hearing Aid Sales & Service
* No Money Down
Try Before You Buy
* 30 Day Free Trial
e Service On All Makes
and Models

1870 S. Range
(Inside Radio Shack)
Colby, KS 67701

785-621-HEAR (4327)

2818 Vine, Suite B
(Corner of 29th and Vine)
Hays, KS 67601

Or Call Toll Free 1-888-421-HEAR (4327)
-CHANGING WHAT YOU HEAR-

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
TODAY!
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