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Trojan softball player

swings a powerful bat

From “HITTER,” Page 1

Amaro showed flashes of being
the prodigious home run hitter she
displayed in batting practice her
freshman year, but a shoulder in-
jury limited her to only 13 home
runs in 2007. It also prevented
her from partaking in true love —
pitching.

“I love hitting, but I like pitch-
ing better,” she admitted.

In the off-season, Amaro was
able to strengthen her injured
shoulder and brush up on her Eng-
lish. The rest has been history.

“That’s what she’s done all of
her life,” said Sturdy. “She’s al-
ways been the pitcher and the
power hitter. “She also knows
English a lot better. Being more
familiar with our customs has
helped, plus having her back on
the mound gets her back in her
comfort zone on the softball field.
She did alright last year, but noth-
ing like she’s done this year.”

In the team’s opening game at
Lamar, Colo., teammate Courtney
Duell said Amaro hit a ball over
the trees in batting practice that
traveled close to 300 feet.

“She hits the ball hard. Very
hard,” said Duell. “It’s pretty
amazing.”

It wasn’t until the team’s third
game Feb. 29 at McCook, Neb.,
that Amaro hit her first official
home run of the year, but since that
point they’ve come in bunches.

Amaro had a stretch in early
March where she homered 10
times in a two-week span.

To put that in perspective, no
other Lady Trojan player has more
than four home runs the whole
season.

“Her fundamental swing is
back,” said Sturdy. “She’s being
more aggressive and swinging at
pitches she can hit. When she’s
doing well and the other girls feed
off of it, that’s when we do well.”

A little more than mid-way
through the season, the Lady Tro-
jans weren’t doing very well. Col-
by lost 11 of 13 games, and even
Amaro was limited to just four
home runs during that stretch.

Things were going so poorly for
her that Sturdy pulled her from
a game against Seward County
March 29.

“There’s been times when she’s
been the only person struggling,”
said Sturdy. “I mean she’s human,
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Ninostka Amaro
t0o.”

Against Dodge City April 16,
Amaro returned to her superhu-
man form as she delivered two
home runs, including the school
record-breaker, in a 10-1 Trojan
victory. Though they lost the next
game, the Lady Trojans have since
won 14 of 18 games. In that span,
Amaro has homered seven times
and raised her batting average to
432 entering today’s action.

“I’ve been struggling some-
times, but I feel I'm hitting pretty
good,” said Amaro.

Her pitching hasn’t been far be-
hind either.

After starting the year 6-8, Am-
aro has won her last three starts.
Included in that string was a win
over #8 ranked Butler County
Wednesday.

With her pitching and hitting in
full gear, Amaro hopes to carry the
Lady Trojans to unseen heights
this post-season.

“I want to make it to nationals,”
said Amaro. “I want to go to Flor-
ida and then go home.”

When Amaro does leave Col-
by for good this summer, she
will likely depart as not only the
school’s all-time home run leader,
but also the first All-American
since Bohannon.

“She’s one of the top players
we’ve had here in a long time,”
said Sturdy. “It will be sad to see
her go. This is when I wish we
were a four-year school. I'd love
to have her for two more years,

but she gets to help out someone
else.”

Amaro hasn’t signed with a
four-year school yet, but Sturdy
says a couple of Division I schools
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Misc. for Sale

Services

Fresh Fruit Sale Trinity Lutheran

Youth are selling fresh strawberries,

pineapple, cantelope, honey dew,

and watermellon. Call 462-3400 or

462-6524. Orders due May 5th.
----- 4/28---5/2-----

For Sale: Electric, self-clean-
ing, glass top range. $150 OBO.
462-3560.

Found

Found Men'’s ring near Catholic
church. Call to identify and claim.
460-6564.

Vehicles for Sale

ForSale 1950 Chevy truck withbed
and hoist. $2,000. 785-846-7764.
————— 4/28---5/16-----

For Sale 2001 LT Blazer 4x4. 85K,
good condition, new battery, new
tires. 785-626-9230, leave mes-
sage.

For Sale 2006 Toyota TacomaREG,

2WD, 4 cyl, Automatic, 45K, war-

ranty. $12,500. 785-628-8726.
————— 4/24---4/30-----

1990 Dodge D150 4x4 360 mo-
tor. 105,000 actual miles, flatbed.
$1,500. 785-672-0393.

————— 4/11--5/01

Seed and Feed

Hay for sale- Alfalfa. Shedded,
horse quality, small squares,
$5 per bail. Also, large rounds.
(785)567-7408.

————— 4/16---5/12-----

The Tool Box of Colby is now of-

fering wood floor installation and

refinishing. Call 785-462-7843.
————— 4/14---5/14-----

Up to 80% savings possible on
many medications. Generics now
available for Celebrex, Lipitor,
Nexium, Plavix, Singulair, and all
ED meds. Canada Drug Topeka,
1-866-804-6100.

We buy guns. Collections or one at
atime. Cash paid. Northwest Arms
and Service. 785-626-3700.

Wanted

Wanted to rent or buy Storage
building or space for a fifth-wheel
camper. 460-9145.

————— 4/23---4/29-----

Wanted to rent- 3 bedroom house
in the Brewster area. 443-2093.
----- 4/25---5/1

Summer pasture for 20 to 150
spring pairs or fall calving cows.
Call 785-462-0332.

Pets/Supplies

For sale Registered Schnoodle
puppies. Very cute, will not shed.
First shots and tails docked. Must
see! 462-7716

Yorkie Puppies - Born Feb. 11,
2008. Ready fortheir forever homes
now. Call Sharon, 460-7980 or
443-3123.

Garage Sales

Services

Can’t decide if you feel like mow-
ing this year? Call Fur Finley now
and we’ll mow for FREE until May!
462-0387
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Multi-family Garage Sale Colby
4-H building, Saturday, May 3, 8-2.
Iron bed frame, Sears treadmill,
infant-small child car seats, small
girls clothing, 2 dog houses and lots
of misc. Hide-a-bed at a separate
location.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DEBORAH A. STEPPER, Deceased
CASE NO. 2008-PR-17

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on April 8, 2008, a
Petition for Probate of Will and Issuance of Letters
Testamentary was filed in this Court by Cynthia K.
Stepper, an heir, devisee and legatee, and Executor
named in the Last Will and Testament of Deborah A.
Stepper, deceased.

Al creditors of the above named decedent are no-
tified to exhibit their demands against the estate within
four months from the date of first publication of this
Notice, as provided by law, and if their demands are

not thus exhibited they shall be forever barred.

Cynthia K. Stepper
Petitioner

Michael H. Haas
Attorney at Law

821 Main - Box 407
Hoxie, Kansas 67740
785-675-3762

(Published in the Colby Free Press April 14, 21
and 28, 2008.)
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