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Bridge

 Famous Hand

Once upon a time, not many moons 
ago, a declarer named South arrived at 
a contract of four hearts on the bidding 
shown. West led the jack of clubs, over-
taken by East with the queen and won by 
South with the ace.

 It is certainly not difficult to see, espe-
cially if you look at all four hands, that 
declarer easily can make four hearts. All 
he has to do is take a trump finesse some-
where along the line, and it succeeds. But 
the sad fact is that South wound up down 
one, and there is furthermore a very good 
chance that, under the same circumstanc-
es, many other declarers would have suf-
fered the same fate!

In the actual case, after winning the 
opening club lead, South played the queen 
of spades at trick two and followed low 
from dummy. East was Zia Mahmood, 
one of the world’s great players, and he 
smoothly followed suit with the ten!

 Declarer was naturally afraid the ten 
was a singleton, which would make it 
dangerous to attempt another spade fi-
nesse at this point. Since he could repeat 
the finesse later on, South next led the 
ace and another trump.

 This did not prove to be an outstand-
ing success. Zia won with the king and 
cashed two club tricks, then played the 
king of diamonds. Declarer ruffed and 
eventually tried another spade finesse, 
but this time it lost to the king, and the 
contract went down one.

You’re not apt to encounter many de-
fenders in a lifetime who possess the 
fertile imagination displayed by Zia 
Mahmood on this deal. Almost everyone 
would automatically have taken the king 
of spades at trick two, expecting to defeat 
the contract very easily, but they would 
all have wound up disappointed at the 
end.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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