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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE MY DAUGHTER
ENJOYS MAKING JALAPENOS BURST, I RECKON
SHE'D BE CALLED A PEPPER POPPER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals S
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3Q1QJHQQI-0QXU-WGC CUQEEQC

RXUTGO AJ] RAJHQUHATQ:

‘X HQQJXPQU AJ PGWIQE.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A LAW IS MADE
AND IS VERY STRICTLY ENFORCED, I WOULD
AVE TO SAY THAT IT'S SUPER-IMPOSED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; Q equals E
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard q:rgssgswog'd Bridge
ACR 36 Queued 2 Franc 23 Derrick
, 1 ' - East dealer.
UPCOMING SCENES g g':'s:'gz, ggggf |E_|SOV|IN 821:5 ébﬁgH %EDAS\E/E{LWSES %Nvgégﬂ;%i%;%—é 1 Arm_y (up) re_plaqer boom North-South vulnerable.
FROM SUMMER £ I THINK STRAIGHT we—====1 FOR AIR CONDITIONING! vehicle 38 DDE's 3 Birthright 24 Commo- - I;TZ)RTH
2008 2 '3 G 5 Stern- opponent  barterer tion Y1065
: N ward 39 Newton 4 Triangu- 25 Ad- *865
2\ 8 Cornfield ~flavor lar dressee WEST *AK Q42 EAST
g invader 40 It's streamer 26 Standard &K 105 AaTJOKRD
3 12 British fromthe 5 “Ragsto 27 Actor ¥)3 YQ9742
£ river heart riches” Cheadle pA R pAS R
ik 13 Legisla- 43 1-Down, author 28 Ram’s ’ SOUTH )
5-7 1= tion e.g. 6 Jamie of  mate *AQ63
i 14 Emana- 47 Flatfish ‘M*A*S*H” 29 Roulette z N
. tion 49 Unctuous 7 Deuce bet H£10865
Zits ®* Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott 15 Cereal 50 Culture 8 Areaof 31 “Abso- The bidding:
» choice medium ancient lutely” East South  West North
My CLIENTS DONTNEED ASTHEIR CONSULTANT, LIKE WHAT 'l MSALOOK | 46 nfield- 51 Dine on Palestine 34 Character pass LT Pass ik
QUMMERJOEGTHE‘f\\UgT 1 COACH THEM TOAPPEAR HAVE GOING , 52 Post-bout 9 Paul of 35 Gol Opening lead — three of diamonds.
WANT TOAPPLY FOR SUWER ggﬁcern ggrsb- > “}?r:logked hgagge W Q
\WTO%TI;W THEIR PARENTS i 18 More 53 Excep- Up” 36 Actress Two Birds With One Stone
. healthy tional 10 Sandwich  Lucy
4 € 20 Danger- 54 Distorted cookie 37 Shun Assume you’re declarer at three notrump and
'ﬂﬁ H ous 55 Mound 11 Caution 39 Age West leads the three of diamonds. You allow East’s
gas stats 17 Lan- many queen to win the first trick and take the next diamond
Q 21 “— guage of  people with the ace. .
Town” DOWN Pakistan dread At first glange, there seems to be nothing at qll to
22 Handheld 1 Apple 19 Payable becoming :he pﬁay’ tsmce 1t zppeaés Y(‘l’_u havedﬁl‘;e fluﬁ tricks,
. ) o i wo hearts, a spade and a diamond. But when you
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne 23 iﬂe:rll’;tlae% bigwig 22 Burs! 40 fvﬁ?; play the A-K of clubs and East discards a heart on
» or Solution time: 21 mins out the second club, you suddenly realize you have a
MoM, MY MARRIED GIRLFRIENDS WHICH H WHERE po i i genuine problem. Although leading the queen of
KEEP TALKING ABOUT SERVING BRI, Né?_,gﬁ A % You BUY Meadows there clubs would drop West’s jack, your ten (or any other
LEFTOVERS... QUES 4 26 Mallet, 41 Gymnast 11 you have remaining) blocks the suit and stops
-7 /1 § 2 il? 1 go;'lbUt you from collecting dummy’s fifth club.
%; P . £ ar eliow When the deal occurred, South cashed the queen
\;’(’} @d g affirma- M 43 Phobia of clubs at this point and then led a spade to the queen
= & tive U 44 A-line in an attempt to score his ninth trick. But West took
: 31 Talk R R creator the queen with his king and cashed three diamonds
‘3 inces- | D 45 Exile isle  to set the contract.
s 5 santl N E Hl 46 Deli In electing to try the spade finesse, South missed
B?:’;’E § 32 Havey \ R E loaves the opportunity for an unusual play that would more
debts I E g 48 Morning or less have assured the contract. After cashing the
Blondie ® Chic Young 33 Cad Vesterday's answer 5 Moisture  fistuoclubs, hisbestchance by farwas tolead True,
is allows West to cash three diamond tricks, but i
YOU WORTHLESS LOAFERS ARE FROM NOW ON, NOBODY'S L wow, 1 ) 1T 2 I3 8 19 [0 11 also enables declarer to unblock the club suit, thus
TAKING TOO MANY BREAKS FOR || ALLOWED IN THE BREAK ROOM INSTALLED % restoring his club winners to five and his overall trick
TOO LONG!! <75~ Z EXCEPT AT LUNCHTIME!!! Td,‘fogg IADAC\E/E © 14 total tonine. In effect, the diamond lead from dummy
. g DESK JUST at trick five kills two birds with one stone.
g IN TIME! ) The only risk involved in leading the diamond
' at trick five is that West might have started with
six diamonds -- percentagewise an unlikely pos-
sibility. Furthermore, in this particular case, where
West’s opening lead of the three was presumably

his fourth-best diamond, West can’t have more than
five diamonds, so the recommended play is virtually
certain to succeed.

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

WEST EAST
» QJ10 P ATO
¥ Q Y108 63
® 985 ® 1072
P+dKJO643 Qo2
SOUTH
“» O 83
YAO9754
* AKIJ A4
*»* I
The bidding:
North East South West
1 o Pass 1 v Pass
1 NT Pass 3 & Pass
3 v Pass 4 ¥
Opening lead — queen of spades.

General Rules Do Have Exceptions

In bridge, there are literally hundreds of “general
rules” a player may follow during either the bidding
or play. However, as the word “general” implies,
there are exceptions to virtually every rule, so aplayer
who follows rules blindly is sure to be disappointed
everyonce inawhile. Consider this deal where the de
fenders took the first three spade tricks and switched
to a diamond. Declarer won in his hand and had to
decide how to avoid a trump loser.

South was well-acquainted with the standard
procedure when holding eight cards in a suit miss-
ing the queen -- cash one top honor and then take a
finesse. This guards against the possibility of losing
a first-round finesse to the singleton queen.

He therefore cashed the ace of hearts at trick five,
felling West’s queen. However, East then could not
be stopped from scoring a trump trick with the ten,
and the contract went down one. Ironically, declarer
would have suffered the same fate if East had started
with the singleton queen.

In failing to make the contract, South had over-
looked an exception to the rule. Before attacking
trumps, he should have realized that if he cashed
the ace and the queen was singleton in either hand,
he would automatically acquire a trump loser and
therefore fail in his mission.

For thisreason, he should have started by leading
low toward dummy, intending to finesse the jack
if West followed low. This would bring in the suit
without loss if West had two or three hearts includ-
ing the queen.

But it would likewise succeed if West -- as in the
actual deal -- had the singleton queen. In that case,
it would become a simple matter to take the queen
with the king, cash the jack and then finesse the nine
to avoid a trump loser.
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