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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  Two Birds With One Stone

Assume you’re declarer at three notrump and 
West leads the three of diamonds. You allow East’s 
queen to win the first trick and take the next diamond 
with the ace.

 At first glance, there seems to be nothing at all to 
the play, since it appears you have five club tricks, 
two hearts, a spade and a diamond. But when you 
play the A-K of clubs and East discards a heart on 
the second club, you suddenly realize you have a 
genuine problem. Although leading the queen of 
clubs would drop West’s jack, your ten (or any other 
club you have remaining) blocks the suit and stops 
you from collecting dummy’s fifth club.

  When the deal occurred, South cashed the queen 
of clubs at this point and then led a spade to the queen 
in an attempt to score his ninth trick. But West took 
the queen with his king and cashed three diamonds 
to set the contract.

 In electing to try the spade finesse, South missed 
the opportunity for an unusual play that would more 
or less have assured the contract. After cashing the 
first two clubs, his best chance by far was to lead True, 
this allows West to cash three diamond tricks, but it 
also enables declarer to unblock the club suit, thus 
restoring his club winners to five and his overall trick 
total to nine. In effect, the diamond lead from dummy 
at trick five kills two birds with one stone.

 The only risk involved in leading the diamond 
at trick five is that West might have started with 
six diamonds -- percentagewise an unlikely pos-
sibility. Furthermore, in this particular case, where 
West’s opening lead of the three was presumably 
his fourth-best diamond, West can’t have more than 
five diamonds, so the recommended play is virtually 
certain to succeed.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

 General Rules Do Have Exceptions

In bridge, there are literally hundreds of “general 
rules” a player may follow during either the bidding 
or play. However, as the word “general” implies, 
there are exceptions to virtually every rule, so a player 
who follows rules blindly is sure to be disappointed 
every once in a while.  Consider this deal where the de 
fenders took the first three spade tricks and switched 
to a diamond. Declarer won in his hand and had to 
decide how to avoid a trump loser. 

 South was well-acquainted with the standard 
procedure when holding eight cards in a suit miss-
ing the queen -- cash one top honor and then take a 
finesse. This guards against the possibility of losing 
a first-round finesse to the singleton queen. 

He therefore cashed the ace of hearts at trick five, 
felling West’s queen. However, East then could not 
be stopped from scoring a trump trick with the ten, 
and the contract went down one. Ironically, declarer 
would have suffered the same fate if East had started 
with the singleton queen. 

 In failing to make the contract, South had over-
looked an exception to the rule. Before attacking 
trumps, he should have realized that if he cashed 
the ace and the queen was singleton in either hand, 
he would automatically acquire a trump loser and 
therefore fail in his mission. 

  For this reason, he should have started by leading 
low toward dummy, intending to finesse the jack 
if West followed low. This would bring in the suit 
without loss if West had two or three hearts includ-
ing the queen. 

But it would likewise succeed if West -- as in the 
actual deal -- had the singleton queen. In that case, 
it would become a simple matter to take the queen 
with the king, cash the jack and then finesse the nine 
to avoid a trump loser.
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