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Weather
Corner

Tonight...Mostly cloudy. 
A chance of thunderstorms in 
the evening...Then a chance of 
light rain showers after mid-
night. Lows in the upper 40s. 
Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph 
shifting to the south after mid-
night. Chance of precipitation 
40 percent.

Saturday...Mostly cloudy 
in the morning then becoming 
partly sunny. Cooler...Windy. 
A chance of light rain and a 
slight chance of thunderstorms. 
Highs around 60. North winds 
15 to 25 mph increasing to 25 
to 30 mph in the afternoon. 
Gusts up to 40 mph. Chance of 
precipitation 50 percent.

Saturday night...Partly 
cloudy. Colder...Breezy. Patchy 
frost after midnight. Lows in 
the lower 30s. North winds 15 
to 25 mph becoming northwest 
around 10 mph after midnight.

Sunday...Mostly sunny. 
Patchy frost in the morning. 
Highs in the upper 60s. Light 
winds becoming southwest 
around 10 mph in the after-
noon.

Sunday night...Partly 
cloudy. Not as cool. Lows in 
the lower 40s.

Monday...Mostly sunny. 
Warmer. Highs in the upper 
80s.

700 Horton Ave. • Colby • 460-0566 • M-S 1-7, Sun 1-6

SPRING SALE
MAY 10th & 11th
We’re moving the sidewalk sale inside!

Stop by Saturday and Sunday for huge savings in
the hall and great specials throughout the store.
Selected artwork, collegiate items, discontinued items and home

decor will be on special. Be sure to sign up for prizes and a Loft gift
certificate.  Just in time for Mother’s Day or Graduation.

Save Gas and Shop Online

www.OnlineGiftShopSite.com

Brenda’s This & That ~ Colby, KS
- Special Gifts
-Unique Items

Check out the Garden items and Water Fountains!

462-6565
Reservations are recommended.

Sunday ~ 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Ham, Fried Chicken, Catfish Nuggets

and all the sides.
$13.99 (includes Buffet, Soup, Salad & Drink)

Children: 5-10 yrs. $7.99; 5-under FREE

BUFFET

Winter wheat harvest
exceeds expectations

Magazine photographer displays work in Goodland

Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News
Sam Goalden (above), a freshman at Goodland High School, found that “Under the Milky Way,” 
one of 32 large-scale photographs by National Geographic photographer Jim Richardson at the 
Carnegie Arts Center, is taller than her arm span as she looked at the exhibit Saturday. 

By Sharon Corcoran
slcorcoran@nwkansas.com

If you’ve always thought of 
Kansas as a flat land with nothing 
to look at, National Geographic 
photographer Jim Richardson 
wants to prove you wrong. Some 
of his best evidence is displayed 
at the Carnegie Arts Center this 
month.

Richardson’s photos of the Kan-
sas Flint Hills, many of which ap-
pear in the April 2007 edition of 
the magazine, will be displayed at 
the center through Sunday, May 
25.

A Kansas native and Lindsborg 
resident, Richardson took photos 
for the 22-page feature section 
“The Flint Hills: A Kansas Trea-
sure.” The exhibit includes 32 
large-scale photographs.

The rolling hills, carpeted with 
lush emerald-green grass, fire 
snaking across the prairie, smoke 
clouds billowing over the burned 
ground, fireflies flitting over an 
alfalfa field, spiderwort blossoms, 
primrose, prairie chickens, “amber 
waves of grain,” red sumac leaves, 
even the Milky Way sparkling in 
the night sky, were all captured 
in glimpses of divine beauty by 
Richardson’s camera.

“I come from Kansas, so I’ve 
always known that my state suf-
fers from an inferiority complex,” 
Richardson says in his notes on 
the magazine’s web site (ngm.na-
tionalgeographic.com). 

“I went out determined that the 
Flint Hills … wouldn’t be playing 
second fiddle to other, more fa-
mous American landscapes in the 
pages of National Geographic. So 
this story was a mission of sorts.”

He provides a bird’s eye view of 
the hills and a man’s eye view of 
birds.

“Having the luxury to do aeri-

al photography … was the high 
point of this assignment,” he said, 
“from a professional as well as a 
personal point of view.”

He said the hills were difficult 
to photograph on the ground, that 
what he saw with his eye simply 
wasn’t captured by the camera. 
But once he got up in the air, he 
could see the contours of the hills, 
the soft, rolling tops, jutting edg-
es of the valleys and “waves” of 
grass.

Richardson nearly lost his tele-
photo lens in the soot while shoot-

ing the fires and came face to 
face with a prairie chicken at the 
“booming grounds” where they 
mate. 

He said he gave the bird a slap 
on the rear to get it out of his way. 
And he learned the value of fire in 
maintaining the grasslands.

Each spring, he said, the ranch-
ers burn off the winter overburden 
of dried grass to make way for 
new spring growth. 

If they don’t do this, he said, the 
prairie could turn to forest.

“Without human intervention,” 

wrote Verlyn Klinkenborg in the 
article that accompanies Rich-

ardson’s photos, “the Flint Hills 
would burn more randomly than 
they do now, creating a broader 
range of habitats than frequent 
burns allow.”

But without the burns, he said, 
trees would take over the grass-
lands.

Seen from the air, Richardson 
said, the fires were beautiful, but 
on the ground, they were real and 
potentially dangerous.

But that danger is short-lived. 
Within days, one of the picture 
captions says, the black earth 
shows green again, as new shoots 
grow from roots unscathed by the 
flames. 

Within weeks, showy evening 
primroses spread their petals, 
joining a wildflower pageant 650 
species strong.

The primroses are joined by 
purple spiderwort blossoms, but 
slow down, the caption says, they 
are only one inch wide and close 
to the ground and last only one 
day..

The Flint Hills extend from near 
the Nebraska border south into 
Oklahoma. The heart of the region 
is bordered by I-70 on the north, 
I-35 and K-177 on the east and 
K-15 on the west. A national sce-
nic byway runs for 48 miles from 
Council Grove to Cassoday.

WICHITA (AP) _ Surpass-
ing expectations, the 2008 winter 
wheat harvest in Kansas was fore-
cast to top 379.1 million bushels, 
industry leaders said Thursday.

That was the consensus of about 
60 farmers and others trade offi-
cials who spent three days check-
ing fields across the state as part 
of the Wheat Quality Council’s 
annual winter wheat tour. 

The announcement was made at 
the end of the tour on the floor of 
the Kansas City Board of Trade.

“While not by any means a 

bumper crop, it is an average to 
above-average crop that beat ev-
erybody’s expectations,” said Aar-
on Harries, director of marketing 
for Kansas Wheat.

Yields averaged 43.3 bushels 
per acre statewide. The best wheat 
fields were in Dickinson, Morri-
son and Saline counties on his leg 
of the tour across the state, Harries 
said. He added that participants 
also reported good stands of wheat 
around south-central Kansas. 

Last fall, 9.9 million acres of 
winter wheat were planted.
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SHOP IN-STORE, ONLINE AT WWW.UNICEL.COM, OR CALL 1-800-GO CELLULAR [462-3558]

UNICEL RETAIL STORE:  Colby: 1933 South Range, Ste. 1

COVERAGE EVEN WHERE 
YOU DON’T PLAN ON USING IT.

We guarantee you’ll love our coverage.
Try us for 30 days and see.

after mail-in rebate. 24-month service agreement required. 
$30 activation fee and $200 early termination fee apply to each line.

 GET A GREAT PHONE

FREEAdd up to three lines
on a Family Plan. 
Requires two existing
lines with minimum
total access charge of
$70 per month.

Accessories
 not included.

Nokia 2660

YOURS FREE!
after $20

mail-in rebate.

Offers subject to terms of wireless service agreement, Data Services Terms and Conditions and calling plan details. Service activation requires credit check and may require security 
deposit. Mail-in rebates must be redeemed within 2 weeks after phone purchase; allow 8-10 weeks for rebate delivery. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with positive ID and must have user address in the Unicel home coverage area. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due 
to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Limited time offer.  Phone screen image has been enhanced for clarity. Other restrictions apply. See store or website for details 
and guarantee terms and conditions. 

KS Residents: Unicel is obligated to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding 
service issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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