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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

UPCOMING SCENES
FROM SUMMER
2008

“pen1ese) SIuBY PHOM ‘o] ‘eledlpuks seinjee Buni AQ 8002Q)
N -

M GOINGTO WORK
FOR Mt DADTHIS
SUMMER.

YEAN THERES AN
OPENINGAT HIS
COMPANY, ANDHE
THINKS TMTHE G

7 HAGAR / HE% BoTHERING
Sl ¥ S
HERE ANG CIZ/chN.’ g

©2008 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

World rights reserved.

LU

Blondie ® Chic Young

[l GoOD GRAVY, BUMSTEAD!
HAVEN'T YOU EVEN STARTED

THAT CONTRACT VET?!
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A SOLDIER NAMED
BAILEY SAYS HIS
SERGEANT
TREATS HIM
LIKE ROTTEN

SORRY, BOSS...
you LOST ME
AT GOOD GRAVY!

Crossword _
ACROSS 36 Silly 3 Stein- 21 Alpha-
1 Old hand group beck's “—  betize,
4 Garbage 37 Liberty’s Flat” maybe
barge handful 4 Fungal 22 1970s
8 Pedestal 40 Atmo- cell First
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show 47 Leak 8 Sans 27 Anything
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victor 48 UK. 9 “Let’s 28 A handful
17 Tipster ref. bk. Make a 30 New-age
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19 “The backbone  option John
Velvet 50 Suppli- 10 Egg 33 Long-
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20 Burning 51 Prescrip- 16 Istanbul short, in
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Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

ﬂ wHYY MY TIME ON
5&&% THIS PLANET
o IS ONLY GOING
To BE
\i N~— REMEMBERED
13 AS A )
. “LooKS ON"!
° O U 3 —]
o I
KL |
e G O
S |
= X
59 IS

YEAH, OUR
YEARBOOKS

Cryptoquip

PCC QI BK ADX PJG BPRMGIJR
PM MEG VIPIM QI VIQVEGMDXW,

KQS BDWEM VPCC SR F
VCQRG-AXDM IPBDCK.

Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: WHEN ~ PEOPLE
DWELLING IN A COUNTRY ARE LARGELY SLOW-
WITTED, I'D CALL THAT POPULATION DENSITY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals Y

Comic 5-9 pg 9.indd 1

KNDV WUGFSRGDVYRVI GD

UV NUK GBWN XND SRADZ

GP NUGDGJZD XPOBF, XND

0DJSSP FUBODZ RY UV YNRWA.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: ALL OF MY KIN ARE
MASTERS AT THE CRAFT OF CROCHETING. YOU
MIGHT CALL US A CLOSE-KNIT FAMILY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals M
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Bridge

Partner bids One Diamond, and
the next player passes, both sides
vulnerable. What would you bid with
each of the following five hands?

1. #KIB4 9Q963 ¢ 72 & 985

2. 86398240054 & AQ974

3.8 85¥KJT5 ¢ AQ642 & §3

4. 4KQI8 Y AQT4 ¢ — b KQ632

5. 4987529 AJ6 ¢ Q5 % AKS

%k
Bidding Quiz

1. One heart. With six or more high-card points, you
mustrespond to partner’s opening bid, so the only ques-
tion is what to say at this point. The usual practice is to
respond in the lower-ranking of two four-card suits when
at the one-level, and there isn’t any reason not to do that
here. The one-heart response leaves room for partner to
bid one spade next, thus allowing the partnership to find
a fit in either major suit on the one-level. A response of
one spade would prevent the partnership from locating
a heart fit at less than the two-level, and might easily
result in not finding the heart fit at all. A response of
one notrump would be wrong in that it would violate a
cardinal principle of bidding, namely, that the first aim
is to seek a major suit fit.

2. Two diamonds. This shows six to 10 points and
at least four-card trump support. It is more important
to identify the diamond fit and the point-count range
than it is to bid two clubs, which would neither reveal
the diamond fit nor accurately describe the number of
points you hold.

3.Oneheart. This hand is too strong for two diamonds
and not good enough for three diamonds (forcing). The
heartbid notonly investigates the possibility of afitin that
suit, but also has the advantage of putting the response
in the wider six- to 16-point range. You hope that this
temporary ambiguity can be clarified later after partner
rebids over one heart.

4. Two clubs. The search for a trump fit is begun by
bidding the longest suit first. Youintend to bid hearts and
spades atyour nexttwoturns, if feasible, and thus identify
your 4-4-0-5 pattern. Mentioning clubs before bidding
the other two suits tells partner that the clubs are greater
in length. If the suits were each four cards in length, they
would be bid in the regular order -- cheapest suit first.

5. One spade. While this hand lends itself to notrump
play and might therefore suggest a response of two
notrump, itis better to investigate the possibility of game
in spades first. Notrump can always be bid next time if
partner can’t support your suit.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
» K6
YAQI10
® A95
* )] 8743
WEST EAST
“®» 7 » Qo942
Y9653 Y3874
®J87642 ® Q103
o* 9 D oA K10
SOUTH
@ AJ 10853
YKI2
* K
P+ 65
The bidding:
South West North East
1 o Pass 2 NT Pass
4 &
Opening lead — nine of clubs.

Forewarned Is Forearmed

Good card play is simply a matter of doing the
right thing at the right time and seldom requires more
than orderly and uncomplicated thinking. The more
advanced plays in bridge fortunately do not arise
very often, but even when they do, they are usually
not hard to figure out.

The grand coup, for example, is a rather forbid-
ding term for one type of advanced play, but it is
not really difficult to execute when the opportunity
presents itself. The nice part about it is that you
know exactly what you’re up against when the coup
becomes necessary, and all you have to do is work
out the details.

West led a club, and East cashed the A-K and re-
turned the ten, ruffed by West. West returned a heart,
taken with dummy’s ten. Declarer then cashed the
king of spades, on which West showed out.

South had already lost three tricks, and the prob-
lem now was to avoid losing a trump trick. He could
take one finesse against East by leading dummy’s
last spade, but how was he then to overcome East’s
remaining Q-9?

This is the typical grand coup situation where de-
clarer has to take what in effect amounts to a trump
finesse withouthaving a trump to lead from dummy.
The answer to how this is done lies in declarer’s first
reducing his trump length to that of his opponent’s,
and then leading a card from dummy at the crucial
point to trap the adverse honor.

In the given case, declarer starts out by taking the
spade finesse at trick six and then leads the king of
diamonds and overtakes it with the ace! Next he ruffs
adiamond, crosses to the queen of hearts, and ruffs
another diamond.

Family Circus ¢ Bill Keane
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