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Bridge

Famous Hand
At the highest levels of the game, judg-

ment, rather than superior card play or 
esoteric bidding systems, plays a key role 
in many deals. Consider this case from 
France’s victory over the United States in 
the final of the 1997 world team champion-
ship. 

The bidding shown took place when Mi-
chel Perron and Paul Chemla were North-
South for France, playing against Nick 
Nickell and Richard Freeman of the U.S.

After Nickell’s one-diamond opening, 
Chemla elected to bid four clubs with his 
8-4-1-0 distribution. Freeman’s double was 
not for penalties, but instead showed mod-
erate values, a method that has gained many 
advocates in recent years.

The trouble with this type of nebulous 
double is that it frequently poses a difficult 
rebid problem for the doubler’s partner. 
That’s exactly what happened here.

Considering that East had a minimum 
opening bid -- including three aces -- and no 
certainty of a fit in any suit, it would seem 
that East’s best choice was to pass and settle 
for defeating four clubs one or two tricks. 
But East elected to rebid his flimsy five-card 
diamond suit, and everyone passed.

Four diamonds did not fare well. Nick-
ell took the king of clubs with the ace and 
ducked the eight of diamonds to South’s 
jack. Chemla cashed the club queen and led 
another club, ruffed by North with the king 
and overruffed by the ace.

Nickell returned the ten of diamonds to 
South’s queen, and Chemla, who still had 
the 3-2 of diamonds, forced declarer to ruff 
another club, leaving Nickell with only 
one diamond. No matter how declarer con-
tinued, he could not prevent Chemla from 
eventually running his clubs, and the result 
was down five, minus 500.

At the other table, the U.S. South, Eric 
Rodwell, bid five clubs rather than four at 
his first turn, was doubled by West and went 
down two, losing two diamonds, a club 
and a spade for minus 300. The combined 
loss for the U.S. came to 800 points, or 13 
IMPs.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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