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Weather
Corner

Wind advisory in effect from 
11 a.m. this morning to 9 p.m. 
CDT this evening...

Tonight...Mostly cloudy. 
Windy. A 20 percent chance of 
thunderstorms in the evening. 
Lows in the upper 50s. South-
east winds 20 to 30 mph with 
gusts to around 45 mph.
 Thursday...Mostly sunny. 
Windy. A 30 percent chance of 
thunderstorms in the afternoon. 
Some thunderstorms may be 
severe. Highs in the mid 80s. 
Southeast winds 15 to 25 mph 
increasing to 30 to 35 mph in 
the afternoon. Gusts up to 45 
mph. Thursday night...Windy. 
Partly cloudy with a chance of 
thunderstorms in the evening...
Then mostly cloudy with a 
slight chance of thunderstorms 
after midnight. Lows in the 
upper 50s. South winds 20 to 
30 mph with gusts to around 
45 mph decreasing to 15 to 20 
mph after midnight. Chance of 
thunderstorms 30 percent.

Friday...Partly sunny in the 
morning then clearing. Windy. 
Highs in the lower 80s. South 
winds 20 to 30 mph increas-
ing to 30 to 35 mph in the af-
ternoon. Gusts up to 45 mph. 
Friday night...Partly cloudy 
with a 20 percent chance of 
thunderstorms. Lows in the 
upper 50s.

Saturday and Saturday 
night...Mostly cloudy. Windy. 
A 20 percent chance of thun-
derstorms. Highs in the mid 
80s. Lows in the upper 50s.
Sunday...Mostly sunny. Highs 
in the upper 80s. Sunday night 
and memorial day...Mostly 
cloudy. A 20 percent chance 
of thunderstorms. Lows in the 
mid 50s. Highs in the mid 80s.

Tuesday’s low, high: 51, 81.
Monday’s low, high: 52, 89, 

.07 precipitation

The USD 315 Board of Education
and administration of
Colby Public Schools

cordially invite you to a
retirement reception honoring:

retiring with 10 years of service

Carol Campbell
CGS Teacher

Sonja Kough
CGS Teacher

retiring with 14 years of service

John Miles
CHS Teacher

retiring with 33 years of service

Kirk Nielsen
Superintendent of Schools

Thursday, May 22, 2008 ~ 5:30 P.M.
Colby High School Commons Area

retiring with 23 years of service

1890 S. Franklin, Colby, Kansas

Cards and wishes may be mailed to: Retiree’s Name, c/o

Reception Committee, 600 West Third, Colby, KS  67701

COLBY AUTOMOTIVE
590 N. Franklin • Colby • 785-462-3349

TRAGER GRILL PELLETS

$13.50 BAG!
(2 or More Bags - thru May)

In Stock Grills & Seasonings  Special Orders - Call by Noon Fri.

Your Trager Dealer:

185 W. 4th • 462-7136

Bridal Registry

Carey Chenoweth
and

Chad Jones
Wedding: May 24th

Judge nixes part of water law allowing property taxes
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — As 

Nebraska tries to avoid paying 
millions of dollars in damages 
to Kansas and curbing irriga-
tion along the Republican River, 
a judge on Tuesday struck down 
part of a state law designed to help 
Nebraska comply with a three-
state water compact.

Lancaster County District Judge 
Paul Merritt ruled that the Legis-
lature was wrong last year when 
it gave natural resources districts 
in the heavily irrigated river basin 
the authority to set property taxes. 

The money was to be spent on 
measures to help the state comply 
with the water agreement, includ-
ing buying water from farmers to 
send to Kansas via the Republican 
River.

“Trying to tax people when 
it’s some widow in McCook who 
owns her own home and has no 
connection to irrigation ... they 
shouldn’t be obligated to pay,” 
said Angus Garey, a dry-land 
farmer and rancher in the McCook 
area who is among nine plaintiffs 
who sued the state.

Critics of the law have said the 
taxes unfairly and illegally target 
a relatively small group of people 
to pay for solutions to a statewide 
issue, among other things.

Attorney General Jon Bruning 
said in a statement that “the ruling 
effectively bars almost any legis-
lation regarding interstate com-
pacts.” He said his office plans to 
appeal.

The ruling prohibits the prop-
erty taxes from being levied, but 
doesn’t award damages. 

And only those who paid prop-
erty taxes under protest will re-
ceive refunds, according to Lin-
coln attorney Rod Confer, who 
represented the plaintiffs.

Merritt ruled that the property 
taxes authorized by lawmakers 
violate a portion of the state con-

stitution that bars the Legislature 
from passing laws that give cer-
tain people or groups special priv-
ileges. 

One of the arguments posed by 
the property owners was that the 
law created a “closed class” of 
natural resources districts in the 
basin that were the only ones en-
titled to use the taxing authority 
granted by the Legislature.

Merritt said it’s not “reasonably 
probable” that the state would 
enter into other, multistate water 
compacts that would qualify for 
the type of taxing authority that 
was granted by the Legislature in 
2007. 

He used remarks by an assistant 
attorney general and a state senator 
as evidence, quoting them near the 
time the law was considered that it 
was unlikely Nebraska would ever 
enter into another compact of that 
nature.

Shortly after the ruling was is-
sued Tuesday, state officials main-
tained that it would not hinder 
Nebraska’s efforts to get in com-
pliance with the water compact 
that includes Kansas and Colo-
rado.

Kansas contends Nebraska used 
about 80,000 acre-feet, or roughly 
26 billion gallons, more than it 
was allowed in 2005 and 2006. It 
has demanded more than $72 mil-
lion for the overuse in addition to 
a shutdown of wells that irrigate 
nearly half of the 1.2 million acres 
in Nebraska’s portion of the river 
basin.

Nebraska has said that those 
figures are too high and that it has 
a solid plan to get in compliance 
with the compact. 

The two sides have failed to 
resolve the dispute on their own, 
and the issue is likely headed to 
arbitration. 

If that fails, Kansas officials 
have said they would take it back 

to the U.S. Supreme Court, which 
issued a decree in 2003 that gov-
erns use of Republican River wa-
ter.

The ruling Tuesday does not 
erase a per-acre tax on irrigated 
land approved by the Legislature 
as part of the same water law that 
includes the property tax.

State officials said that the per-
acre tax will be enough to pay 
for current compliance measures, 
such as buying water, and pos-
sible steps in the future, including 
pumping groundwater into the Re-
publican River to send to Kansas.

“I don’t think it’s a big blow as 
long as the (irrigated land tax) is 
intact,” said Sen. Mark Christens-
en of Imperial, who helped craft 
the water law last year. He spoke 
Tuesday from his tractor as he 
planted corn on land he irrigates 
in the Republican basin.

“We can go to $10 per acre,” 
with the so-called occupation tax 
on irrigated land, “and we can 
bring in enough dollars to pay off 

the state and then we can start on 
additional projects as needed” for 
compact compliance, he said.

The property tax was only in-
cluded in the 2007 water law to 
make financial institutions com-
fortable issuing bonds for com-
pact compliance measures, be-
cause they had no experience with 
irrigated-land taxes, Christensen 
said. 

Once they became comfortable, 
he said, that the so-called occupa-
tion tax was a reliable backing for 

the bonds, the property taxes were 
to be phased out.

The lawsuit challenging the 
property taxes kept bonds from 
being issued to pay farmers for 
water they agreed to sell last year, 
leaving about 300 of them unpaid 
for months. 

Gov. Dave Heineman last month 
signed a bill allowing the state to 
borrow $9 million from its cash 
reserve to pay Republican River 
irrigators.

Should the ruling on Tuesday 
stand, the $9 million will likely 
be repaid with the occupation tax, 
which could generate roughly $12 
million a year if the tax was levied 
at the highest allowable rate.

But Confer suggested Tuesday 
that the occupation tax isn’t safe 
from a lawsuit similar to the one 
brought against the property tax.

“It wouldn’t be truthful if I said 
we weren’t talking about it,” he 
said of another lawsuit.

“Trying to tax people when it’s some 
widow in McCook ... they shouldn’t be obli-
gated to pay.”
	 Angus Garey

farmer, rancher in McCook, Neb.

The Colby Free Press
is looking for Carriers!

For more information call the Colby Free Press office:

785-462-3963 or stop in at 155 W. 5th Street

ROUTES AVAILABLE:
Rt. 108 ~ Villa Vista to Cherry

Rt. 119 ~ Cherokee, 1st Annex, N. Court

• • • CARRIERS WANTED • • •

Offering a
$25 Sign-on Bonus!!

(Bonus will be received after 3 months)
Free Movie Ticket w/ complaint-free mo.

Police News

Hoxie man hosts recital
By Jan Katz Ackerman

Free Press Reporter
jkackerman@gmail.com

Plans to study music in Europe 
have prompted a Hoxie resident to 
perform a spring recital.

Karl Pratt, son of Harry Joe and 
Ellen Pratt, invites the public to 
hear him sing during a  recital at 
3 p.m. on Sunday, May 25 at the 
First Presbyterian Church located 
at 1101 Sheridan Ave.  in Hoxie.

“The recital will include songs 
sung in German, Italian, French 
and English, ending with several 
of my favorite show tunes from 
Broadway musicals,” Pratt said. 
“Sally Cameron has, once again, 
graciously agreed to accompany 
me at the recital.”

While Pratt traveled abroad 
with other Fort Hays State Univ-
eristy student organizations, this 
will be his first trip to study music 
abroad. 

He plans to make it a practice 
of performing recitals as a way to 
offset expenses incurred during 
summer studies.

A junior at Fort Hays Univer-
sity, Pratt is majoring in music 
education and vocal performance 

with an emphasis on opera. This 
summer’s two-month trip to Flor-
ence and Rome will allow Pratt 
to study the Italian language as a 
way to enhance his career. 

The following arrests or inci-
dents have been provided by ei-
ther the Thomas County Sheriff’s 
office or the Colby Police Depart-
ment. All suspects were booked 
into the county jail and are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty.

The Thomas County Jail is used 
by the towns of Colby and Oakley 
and Logan and Thomas counties.

Colby Police Department
Thursday, May 1, 2008

• Service rendered:  Police were 
called at 9:49 a.m. advising some-
one having problems with a par-
ent. The same person called 911 
at 11:02 a.m. from Motel 6 in the 
1900 block of South Range Av-
enue requesting an ambulance to 
help father suffering from dimen-
tia.

• Animal complaint:  Police 
were called to the 1800 block of 
South Range Avenue at 9:51 a.m. 
about dog running loose.  

• Service rendered: An anony-
mous caller requested an officer 
check on someone who was pos-
sibly suicidal in the 700 block of 
Dylan Drive at 1:51 p.m.

• Hit and run: Police were called 
at 3:34 p.m. by a driver who said 
their vehicle was hit in the Wal-
Mart parking lot.

Friday, May 2, 2008
• High winds: Police investi-

gated a report at 10:53 a.m. when 
part of a roof caused damage to a 
car parked behind the B-Hive Bar 
and Grill, 170 W. Fourth St. 

• Traffic complaint: A motorist 
advised police at 11:58 a.m. of 
a large tree limb in the street at 
Fourth and Riddle. An officer re-
moved the obstruction.

• Animal complaint: Two dogs 
running loose in the 600 block of 
East Eighth Street at 12:10 p.m. 
were taken to the Colby Animal 
Clinic.

• Break-in: A 911 call at 3:46 
p.m. sent police to the 800 block 
of South Lincoln where a possible 
burlary might have taken place. It 
was later determined wind dam-
age had been the cause.

• Animal care: An individual 
went to the Law Enforcement 
Center at 5:26 p.m. to report pup-
pies outside in the cold.	

Area/State 5/21/08 pg 3.indd   1 5/21/08   1:29:32 PM


