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Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  All in the State of Mind
Many contracts fail because the adverse cards are 

divided in such a way that making the contract is impos-
sible. The contract may be an excellent one -- looking at 
only the 26 cards held by dummy and declarer -- but if 
all the critical finesses lose, or the key suits break badly, 
a disappointing outcome may readily ensue.

All a declarer can do in such cases is to accept the 
verdict philosophically and go on to the next deal. The 
true test comes when he can provide against a bad break 
and neglects to do so. In that case, he has only himself 
to blame, since he could have controlled the outcome. 
It is in these instances that the mettle of the first-rate 
declarer is tested.

Here is an example. Six notrump was an excellent 
slam to reach and, in fact, was even a conservative 
venture. The normal expectancy would be to score 
all 13 tricks if either the diamonds or clubs break nor-
mally. A grand-slam undertaking therefore could not 
be criticized.

But when South won the heart lead with the king and 
cashed the A-K of clubs, East turned up with five clubs, 
and when he next played the ace of diamonds, West 
showed up with all five cards in that suit. Ultimately, 
South went down two.

 Yet, despite his bad luck, declarer was clearly at fault 
for failing to take the proper precautions to protect a 
sure small slam.

 With so many points at stake, he should have been 
willing to sacrifice 30 points to ensure making six 
notrump. At trick two, he should have led a low diamond 
from his hand toward dummy’s ten!

  This supercautious play would have guaranteed five 
diamond tricks regardless of how the suit was divided. 
If West had all the diamonds, he would score at most 
one trick, and if East had them all, he would also be 
limited to one trick. Twelve tricks -- five diamonds, 
three clubs and the A-K of both majors -- were thus 
there from the start, provided South availed himself of 
the surefire safety play.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

 Cards Always Tell a Story
.

There are many deals where declarer appears to 
have no chance to make his contract as the cards lie. 
In some of these cases, though, the situation is not 
quite as hopeless as it might seem. All that is required 
is that declarer expend a bit of extra effort.

Consider this deal where three notrump would 
have been the ideal contract, but where North-
South reached four spades instead. Declarer won 
the diamond lead with the ace and played the queen 
of spades, taken by East with the ace. East returned 
his singleton heart, but South went up with the ace, 
drew two more rounds of trump ending in dummy, 
and then led the jack of hearts, planning to let it ride 
if East followed low.

 But when East discarded a diamond, it appeared 
declarer would have to lose a trick in each suit and 
go down one. However, South soon found a way to 
turn the bad news in hearts to his advantage.

 He started by cashing the king of hearts and then 
the king of diamonds. When West followed suit, 
his original distribution became an open book. The 
play to this point had revealed that West started with 
exactly three spades, six hearts and two diamonds. 
He therefore had to have precisely two clubs, which 
in turn gave South a choice of ways to make the 
contract!

  In practice, South cashed the A-K of clubs and 
led a third club. East won and cashed a diamond, but 
was then forced to return either a diamond or a club, 
allowing declarer to discard his heart loser while he 
ruffed in dummy.

The same result could have been achieved by 
putting West on lead with a heart after cashing the 
A-K of clubs, compelling him to return a heart for 
the fatal ruff-and-discard.
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