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Bridge

The Rationale of Good Defense

In most circles, the opening lead of an 
ace against a notrump contract shows a 
nearly solid suit missing only one hon-
or, and asks partner to play that honor 
on the ace if he holds it. 

 One purpose of dropping the honor 
is to clarify its location for the opening 
leader; another purpose is to unblock 
the suit so that it can be run. If the lead-
er’s partner does not have the honor, he 
gives count instead, playing his lowest 
card with an odd number of cards in the 
suit, and starting a high-low with an 
even number. 

Consider this deal where East played 
the heart three on his partner’s ace at 
trick one. Since the deuce was in dum-
my, it was easy for West to place East 
with three low hearts and South with 
the Q-x-x. West now had to decide how 
to try to reach his partner’s hand. 

 West reasoned that if East had the ace 
of spades, he would surely gain the lead 
before declarer could make the con-
tract. The only way South could score 
nine tricks with out a spade trick would 
be if he held nine cards in the minors, 
theoretically impossible on the bidding. 
It was therefore pointless to lead a 

West further reasoned that if declarer 
needed a diamond finesse to score nine 
tricks, East would win with the king 
and make the killing heart return. A dia-
mond shift was therefore also without 
merit. 

 And so, by elimination, West found 
the necessary club shift that quickly set 
the contract after East took the ace and 
returned a heart. In shifting to the club, 
West was guarding against the possibil-
ity that declarer might have the ace of 
spades and four diamonds to the king 
-- as he actually did -- and was duly re-
warded for his incisive thinking.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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