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Bridge

	    	    Famous Hand

This deal occurred in the semi finals of 
the 1987 World Women’s Team Cham-
pionship, in a match between two teams 
from the United States. 

When the deal was played at the first 
table, North wound up in six spades and 
had no trouble making 12 tricks after 
East led the king of diamonds. It is worth 
noting, however, that the contract would 
have made against any other lead. If East 
leads a heart, for example, declarer sim-
ply wins and eliminates hearts, clubs and 
the opposing trumps before ducking a 
diamond to East, who is endplayed. 

At the second table, the bidding took 
an unusual turn when West started the 
proceedings with a very skimpy weak 
two-heart bid. After North doubled, East 
bid three diamonds, which by partner-
ship agreement showed heart support 
and requested a diamond lead. As a result 
of these shenanigans, South became de-
clarer in six spades, and West’s opening 
diamond lead put the contract in distinct 
jeopardy. 

 However, Sharon Osberg, the declarer, 
found the solution to her predicament by 
turning the opponents’ bidding against 
them. She put up the ace of diamonds, 
cashed the ace of spades and ace of 
hearts, then led a spade to the queen. 

At this point, she knew that East had 
most likely started with four hearts, four 
or five diamonds and exactly two spades. 
This in turn meant that West held more 
clubs than East, making it more likely 
that West had the club jack. 

Following the courage of her convic-
tions, at trick five Osberg led the ten of 
clubs and, when West followed low, let it 
ride! It was then a simple matter to cash 
dummy’s king, return to her hand with 
a spade and discard two diamonds from 
dummy on the A-Q of clubs. She then 
conceded a diamond and claimed the 
slam to salvage a tie on the deal.

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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