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When South now tried toruff his last spade in dummy,
West ruffed with the nine to set the contract.

In planning to play East for the spade ace and
West  forthe diamondking, declarer had the right
idea, but his execution left something to be desired.
Inorder for his plan to work, the diamond finesse had
to succeed, so South should have taken that finesse
at trick two and then proceeded as before.

This would have left dummy’s jack of hearts in
position to overruff West on the third round of spades,
if thatbecame necessary, and the contact would have
been made.
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Opening lead — king of clubs.

Two Wrongs Make a Right

Youmay notagree with South’s opening notrump
bid or North’s raise to three, but that’s not the point
of this story. The play’s the thing in this hand, so let’s
get on with it.

West led the king of clubs. Declarer ducked, and
West continued with the queen, dummy playing low
again. Another clublead forced the ace, and Easthad
to choose a discard. Now if you were East and saw
only dummy’s hand and your own, what would you
discard at this point?

The winning play is to discard the queen of dia-
monds! If you do this, nothing can save declarer. He
would go down two with normal play.

Butif youdon’t getrid of the queen, South makes
the contract. He leads adiamond from dummy at trick
four, and, when you play the queen, he lets you hold
the trick. As aresult, he winds up with five diamond
tricks, two spades, a heart and a club.

A very good case can be made for discarding the
queen of diamonds. If declarer has the A-K-J, the
queenis worthless. If declarer is missing one of these
honors, it means that West has the ace, king or jack
as a potential entry to his clubs, and the queen once
again serves no useful purpose.

When the hand occurred, however, East failed to
appreciate the importance of jettisoning the queen of
diamonds and discarded the three of hearts instead.

But the fates were kind to him. Declarer, looking
neither to the right nor the left, won the first diamond
with the king, paying no heed to the appearance of
East’s queen.

South continued with the ace of diamonds, hoping
the jack would fall, butitdidn’t. Declarer could then
dono better than give up adiamond to West’s jack to
finish down two, thereby proving that two wrongs
sometimes make a right.
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