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INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Four years ago, the Bush-
Cheney re-election campaign
hosted a reception for Southern
Baptist pastors at a hotel across
the street from their annual
meeting.

The country is electing a
president again, the Baptists are
meeting again and John Mc-
Cain’s campaign is nowhere to
be seen at a gathering of 7,200
people, most of them staunch
Republicans.

The absence has some South-
ern Baptists wondering whether
the Arizona senator wants their
vote. Others are more sympa-
thetic to a campaign still gear-
ing up, a candidate not known
for talking about his faith, and
reticence McCain might feel
over his recent rejection of two
endorsements by high-profile,
evangelical pastors.

In interviews, Southern Bap-
tist leaders and the rank-and-
file said they were warily wait-
ing for McCain to inspire them
while acknowledging that they
will vote for him anyway now
that Sen. Barack Obama, far
too liberal for most Southern
Baptists, has all but secured the
Democratic nomination.

“There’s a lack of fire and pas-
sion for (McCain) right now, and
for him to win, that fire has to be
kindled,” said the Rev. Jack Gra-
ham, a former president of the
16.2 million-member denomina-
tion based in Nashville, Tenn.,
and among its most politically
connected leaders.

“It’s going to be a close elec-
tion,” Graham said. “That’s why
John McCain, in his attempts to
run to the center, needs to make
sure he doesn’t forget the people
who will support him most ag-
gressively on the issues that
matter.”

Despite that sentiment, a poll
released this week showed that
evangelicals do not appear to
be running away from McCain.
The survey, conducted in April
and May by Calvin College’s
Henry Institute for the Study of
Christianity and Politics, found
that about 10 percent of evan-
gelicals planned to sit out the
election, about the same number
as in 2004.

The survey, taken before the
Democratic field was settled,
found McCain winning 59 per-
cent of the evangelical vote,
compared to President Bush’s
65 percent at the same juncture
in 2004.

“On the one hand, (McCain)
can say, ‘Where are the core tra-

Southern Baptists
wary of McCain

ditional voters going to go, other
than sit at home?’” said Corwin
Smidt, director of the Henry cen-
ter. “If you have limited resourc-
es, focus on groups that are more
swing and more crucial. On the
other hand, to ignore your base
is to do so at your peril.”

Jeff Sadosky, a McCain cam-
paign spokesman, said Wednes-
day the campaign is working
to build up its organization and
motivate conservative voters “so
we’re successful in November.”

The Rev. Frank Page, the
SBC’s outgoing president, said
many evangelicals might not be
enthused by McCain but most
will vote for him. McCain’s
pledge to nominate Supreme
Court justices with a conser-
vative judicial philosophy is a
huge draw, Page said.

Page saw some positive in
the lack of a McCain campaign
presence in Indianapolis.

“I have admonished — lov-
ingly but firmly — our conven-
tion not to get too close to any
political party,” Page said. “Par-
ties change. I think we need to
stay close to issues, and not hold
allegiance to political parties.”

Page has kept his door open
to politicians regardless of party,
and has met with Obama. The
Illinois senator, forced to reject
his former pastor for his inflam-
matory rhetoric, has launched an
ambitious faith-based outreach
program. He met in Chicago this
week with an array of religious
leaders, including conserva-
tives like Bishop T.D. Jakes and
Franklin Graham.

“What I hear from people,”
said Richard Land, president of
the SBC’s Ethics and Religious
Liberties Commission, “is, ‘John
McCain was not my first choice,
John McCain was not my sec-
ond choice, John McCain was
not my third choice. However,
I would rather have a third-rate
fireman than a first-class arson-
ist.” And they view Obama as a
first-class arsonist.”

Land and others believe the
California Supreme Court’s re-
cent decision to legalize same-
sex marriage will energize evan-
gelical voters.

SBC “messengers,” or del-
egates, approved a resolution
Wednesday night condemning
the ruling as a “terrible wrong,”
supporting a state amendment to
overturn it and calling for a fed-
eral constitutional amendment
prohibiting gay marriage. Mc-
Cain opposes a federal marriage
amendment, believing the ques-
tion is for states.

Singing sisters on tour in tri—state area
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High gas prices, busy schedules,
and a listening area that stretches
75 miles in every direction all
combine to make holding concerts
in the tri-state area a very difficult
endeavor.

That’s why Tri-state Praise
KGCR is changing their tactics.

Rather then asking listeners to
drive up to two hours one way to
hear some great live music, station
manager James Claassen said the
station is bringing the concerts to
their listeners.

The weekend of June 27 - 29 the
station is introducing a new con-
cert series at churches in Chey-
enne Wells, Colo., McCook, Neb.,
and Colby. The featured group
will be the up and coming band
The Sonflowerz, made up of two
sisters from Colorado Springs.

Claassen said The Sonflowerz
have just released their first na-
tional project and are doing very
well, reaching the top 10 in at least
one national chart. The group has
toured in both the United States
and in Europe for the past several
years and last year was named the
best over-all vocal group at the
Gospel Music Association Music
in the Rockies competition.

“The station was extremely for-
tunate to get a group of this caliber
to kick off the concert series. The
Sonflowerz have agreed to come
for a free-will offering, meaning
that there will be no ticket costs at
the door,” Claassen said.

The weekend will kick off with
a late night concert at 9 p.m. MT
June 27 in the Cheyenne Wells
Christian Church (translator site
88.5FM).

The June 28 venue will be the
Christian Church in McCook
beginning at 7 p.m. (translator
site 95.3FM). The weekend will
wrap up in Colby at the Berean
Church with a starting time of 6
p-m., June 29. More information
is available at www.kgcr.org or
888-882-5427.

The Sonflowerz, a Christian
sister singing duo from Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., will play
in Cheyenne Wells, Colo., Mc-
Cook, Neb., and Colby from
June 27-29, sponsored by
KGCR radio in Brewster. All of
the concerts are free.
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Barn Special: $17,600

40’ x 56’ x 12’ fully erected, colored metal, engineered trusses on 4’ centers,

posts on 8’ centers, 2”x 6” wallboards on 2’ centers, #2 lumber used on roof

purlins and wallboards. Includes: 1- upgraded walk door, 1-12° slider, rat guard,

eve trim, top and bottom closure strips, tax, and a one year guarantee.
Additional freight may apply.

1-866-492-1978

785-626-3121

Vap Construction, Inc. ® Owner: Jeff Vap ® vaps@sbcglobal.net
“According to Uncle Sam...this is the year to build! Call your accountant to see if your building
will qualify for the 50% Depreciation Allowance under the 2008 Economic Stimulus Act!”

785-626-5110
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Worship in the church
of your choice this

weekend.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Father Dana
Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass 5:30 p.m., Sunday
Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m., Confessions will be heard
Saturday 4:30-5:05 p.m. and from 7:30-7:45 a.m. and
9:25-9:40 a.m. on Sunday.

Schedule of church services

Apply online at www. borderpatrol gov
Call 1-888-376-6419
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90 CAPSULES

Flush the Fat
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“I lost 75 Ibs. on this program. It worked
for me and countless others and it will
work for you too.” Gina

Available a2t \WALXMART'

EVERY WEEKEND

515,000 to 525,000 total Payout per session
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Saturday & Sunday

warmups 11am, sessions 1 & 5:30pm

Friday & 1st Monday

warm ups 5pm, session 7: 15pm

ewkirk, Ok

1-866-KAW-BINGO

Making tongh jobs easier

Luco Mfg. Co.

Hydraulic Chutes « Working Circles
Cake Feeders « Continous Fencing
Panels & Gates

See us at www.lucoinc.com or call toll free

1-888-816-6707

Box 385, Strong City, Kansas 66869

3rd (former Jaycee’s building), Pastor Bernard Heinz,
460-0313, Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning
Worship 10:30a.m.; Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.; Wednes-
day Evening 7:00 p.m.

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL, Rev.
Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge Rd., 462-3041,
Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every Sunday. Evening Prayer,
5:15p.m. Wednesday, September through May. Christian
Education for Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. - 462-8234,
Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763, www.col-
byberean.com; Sunday School9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs, Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle
& High School, Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland
Christian School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, (Affiliated with American
Baptist Churches USA) Carroll H. Morony, Pastor, 615
W. Webster, 462-2867. Sunday School:9:15a.m.; Family
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Sunday evening Bible Study: 7p.m.;
Wednesday afternoon Bible Study: 3 p.m.; RC Club 2nd
& 4th Sunday: 2 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH,Pastor Tom Huff-
man, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at College Drive, 460-7144,
Sunday Bible Study 9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services,
10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 MainMingo, 785-462-2992:
Anindependentcommunity church served by Village Mis-
sions Intern Pastor Pat Colley. Sunday School: 9:30AM
-allages. Sunday Services: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights:
1st Sunday of the month: potluck following morning ser-
vice - no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at 6:30
PM; 3rd Sunday: informal fellowship - bring a snack to
share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services at 6:30 p.m.

COLBY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCH, 730 E.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Father Dana
Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass 5:30 p.m., Sunday
Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m., Confessions will be heard
Saturday 4:30-5:05 p.m. and from 7:30-7:45 a.m. and
9:25-9:40 a.m. on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol Rahn,
515W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00 a.m.;Adult Sunday
school, following worship.; Sept. thru May: Kid’s Club for
kids age 3-5th grade meets first Wednesday of the month
from5:15-6:45p.m.; Youth Group for 6th-9th grade meets
the first Wednesday of the month 6:30-8:00 p.m., and the
second Wednesday 7:00-8:00 p.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine -462-8391, Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Sunday Worship 10:40 a.m., Sunday
Evening Cell groups at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday Youth
Ministries, Kids Clubhouse 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605, President Gary
Slavens, 460-2656; Jordan Barrett, 1st counselor,
460-1101; Tim Wilson, 2nd counselor, 785-846-7796.
Sacramentmeeting 10a.m., Sunday Schooland Primary
11:20 a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW, 12:10
p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9 p.m.
Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. James
Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 460-6521, Sunday
Worship Services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Fellowship
coffee 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX
broadcasts 11:00 worship. www.colbyumc.org

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC.,345N. Franklin,
Dr. W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine, Equipping Class,
Sunday, 10a.m., Sunday worship, 11a.m., Wednesday,
R.L.M Training Centers (Bible School), 5 p.m. Shop
online at: www.rimregionalchurch.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Sunday Bible Study
9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve.
Worship 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of Christ), Pastor
Pat Stuart and Pastor Lyle Knebel, 385 W. 3rd - 460-2718,
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.; Sunday School at
11:15 a.m. E-mail: fcccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L. Schmidt,
East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497, Services, Sat., 5:30
p.m., Sunday; Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 9:15
a.m.; Services,10:30 a.m. Visit us at www.trinitycolby.
com

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster, Sunday
worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie Busch,
694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Worship, 9:00 a.m.,
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St., Pastor
Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School (classes for
3 years & up and 3 adult classes) 9:30 a.m., Morning
worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONAMETHODIST CHURCH, Rev. SherylJohnson,
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Worship 9:15 a.m.
(CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, PO
Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers, 785-462-
6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service,
10:45a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan Dingwerth,
Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford, Pastor
Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wor-
ship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike Pinkelman,
Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday School (all ages)
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00
p.m., Wed. mornings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed.
7:00 p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/Missio-
nettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory & Prayer, Thurs.
4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

This feature is sponsored by these business firms as a contribution to the religious life of the community.

To become a sponsor,
call Crystal or
Jasmine today at
462-3963.

COLBY
LUMBER

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181

FrEE PrESS

155 W. 5th - Colby ~ 462-3963
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