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Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

9
1

4

2

3

5

7
4

5

6

6

2

8

8

9

3

2

5

8

4

6

8

9
3

1

7

8

3

1
4

20
08

 C
on

ce
pti

s P
uz

zle
s, 

Di
st.

 by
 K

ing
 F

ea
tur

es
 S

yn
dic

ate
, I

nc
.

By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/16

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Famous hand
		     Famous Hand
	    North dealer.
	    Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
[S]	 Q 7 2
[H]	 6 4
[D]	 Q J 6 5
[C]	 A 7 5 4
WEST	
[S]	 A 10 9	
[H]	 J 10 8 3 2	
[D]	 4	
[C]	 Q 10 8 6	
EAST
[S]	 K J 8 6 5 3
[H]	 5
[D]	 K
[C]	 K J 9 3 2
SOUTH
[S]	 4
[H]	 A K Q 9 7
[D]	 A 10 9 8 7 3 2
[C]	 --
	    The bidding:
	    North	 East	 South	 West
	    Pass	 1 [S]	 2 [H]	 Dble
	    Pass	 2 [S]	 3 [D]	 3 [S]
	    4 [D]	 4 [S]	 5 [D]	
	    Opening lead -- ace of spades.

 This hand was played in 1962 during the world 
championship match between Italy and the Unit-
ed States.

At the first table, the American East (Charles 
Coon) opened the bidding one spade. South (Pi-
etro Forquet) overcalled two hearts, which West 
(Eric Murray) doubled for penalties. Coon, hav-
ing opened on sub-par values, couldn’t allow the 
double to stand and retreated to two spades.

Forquet then bid three diamonds and continued 
on to five diamonds after North (Benito Garozzo) 
raised the suit.

There was nothing much to the play. The ace of 
spades was led, and that was the last trick for the 
defense, so the Italians scored 620 points.

There were lots of fireworks at the second table, 
where the North-South cards were held by the 
American pair of Ron Von der Porten and Lew 
Mathe. The bidding started in a highly unusual 
fashion when all four players in turn bid spades!

 North	  East	 South	 West
 Pass	 2 [S]	 3 [S]	 4 [S]
 5 [S]	   Pass	 6 [D]	 Dble
Redble			 
The two-spade opening by Walter Avarelli, 

playing the Roman Club system with Giorgio 
Belladonna, indicated a hand containing at least 
five spades and at least four clubs.

Mathe showed a powerful hand by cuebidding 
spades directly. Belladonna raised his partner to 
four spades in an effort to cramp the bidding, 
and Von der Porten then bid five spades, asking 
Mathe to bid a slam in his best suit.

Mathe obliged by bidding six diamonds, which 
Belladonna doubled. Von der Porten, showing 
complete faith and confidence in Mathe’s earlier 
cuebid, redoubled.

Belladonna, knowing his partner had club 
strength, decided to lead a club. As a result, 
Mathe made all 13 tricks to score 2,180 points, 
producing the largest single gain of the 144-
board match.

	    Tomorrow: Structural bidding.
	    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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