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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-

zle. The goalisto enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cellinwhich each row,

columnand 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.

A ON=O®O[(OTW|N
NWOIOINHA~O =00
OON=ONWPLNN

= NHAINOOC100|O© W
NO OO WN(= O~
N0 WSO —=INDNO
O = NW SOOI N O
WA OO = N[N0 O

©2008 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level % % %

2O IN|OINOTOW| A~ =

)
o)}

Bridge

West dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
®J10732
®$J75
®Ko64
K 8
WEST EAST
MK 5 D6
YVAK 1062 YQ9o84
® Q93 ¢ 1082
] 74 PdA 10652
SOUTH
S AQO984
¥3
®A)TS
»#Q 93
The bidding:
West North East South
I 4 Pass 2 ¥ 26
Pass 36 Pass 4 &

Opening lead — king of hearts.

Accentuate the Positive

The finesse is an extremely valuable
tool, but its overall value is greatly re-
duced if it is used to excess. The aim of
a finesse is to gain a trick by neutralizing
a high card held by the defenders, but it
should not be employed when that trick
can be gained by a different approach
that is less hazardous.

Consider the present case where West
leads the K-A of hearts against four
spades. Declarer ruffs and observes that
he may lose a trick in each suit. He does
not know where the king of spades and
queen of diamonds are located, but he
is aware that if East has either of these
cards, the contract can be made via a suc-
cessful finesse in either suit.

But there is no urgency about taking ei-
ther finesse, so at trick three South leads
a low club to the king. When this loses
to the ace, declarer obtains vital infor-
mation not previously available. East’s
possession of the ace of clubs vastly
increases the chance that West -- who
opened the bidding -- has both missing
key cards. The spade and diamond fi-
nesses, if attempted, are therefore very
likely to lose.

East returns the queen of hearts at trick
four and South ruffs. Acting on the infor-
mation he has gained, declarer cashes the
ace of trumps, spurning the finesse, and
continues with the queen of clubs and a
club ruff. He then plays a trump, saddling
West with the lead.

West has no safe return. A heart lead
yields a ruff-and-discard, while a dia-
mond lead goes into declarer’s A-J, so
the contract is home.

Note that if South attempts either fi-
nesse, he goes down. The bidding and
the early play tell him that a finesse is the
wrong weapon to use in this deal, and he
adapts his play accordingly.
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“... wanna use it up so | grow
bigger faster!”

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Signs 56 Egg 20 Tin Man’s
1 Cream off on con- need
of the 37 Rose tainer? 22 Kennel
crop feature sounds
5 Super- 38 Smiles DOWN 23 Census
market broadly 1Al — stats
supply 40 Lind- 2 Verve 24 Annoy
9 Ovine bergh 3 Type 25 “— was
comment book 4 Computer saying,
12 Lotion 41 Run the pro
additive meeting 5 Soother 26 Bridge-
13 Chills 43 Necktie 6 Past town’s
and 47 Cover 7 Pistol island
fever 48 Lionel or 8 Movie- 27 Leeway
14 Perfor- Drew house 29 Have
mance 51 Commo- furniture bills
15 Spanish tion 9 “Familiar 30— de
city 52 Hodge- Quota- plume
17 Plato’s P podge tions” 35 Islander’s
18 Country 53 “Desire man adorn-
song? Under 10 Rue ment
19 Clan the —” the run 37 Tars
emblem 54 “Cer- 11 Fermi’s 39 Viny
21 Stylish tainly” particle shelter
22 Actor 55 Freeway 16 Still, in 40 Distorted
Rathbone exit verse 41 Sculptor’s
24 Infant Solution time: 25 mins. medium
27 Scott P[Aa[s| 42 Conceal
Joplin’s R[OIP] 43 Cut
genre S : g short
28 Author ol 44 Meadow
Uris P um|s mouse
31 “Born in o NP 45 Weap-
the —” T onry
32 Raw I [D[E]A I 46 Criterion
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