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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  Test Your Play

  1. Win the spade with the ace, draw trumps, cash 
the K-A of diamonds and lead a diamond toward the 
jack. If North follows suit (or if the queen has already 
fallen), the slam is in the bag.

If North does not follow suit (and the queen has 
not fallen), you still have the heart finesse to fall back 
on.

 Diamonds are broached before hearts in the hope 
that a heart finesse will prove unnecessary. Thus, if 
the diamonds are divided 3-3, you will make the slam 
regardless of which opponent has the queen. You also 
succeed whenever North has four or more diamonds 
with or without the queen.

  It would be wrong to finesse the jack of diamonds on 
the first or second round of the suit, as this would cost 
you the slam if South started with the Q-x of diamonds 
and North the king of hearts.

2. Assuming that North has four or more clubs, 
which seems likely, the contract cannot be defeated.

Win the club lead with the queen and play a heart 
-- preferably the nine. If it holds, lead the queen of 
diamonds and finesse. Win or lose, you have at least 
nine tricks.

 If the heart nine loses to the ace and a club is re-
turned, duck once and win the continuation with the 
ace. Now try the diamond finesse. If North has the 
king, you’ve got 11 tricks, and even if South has the 
king you’re home. He will not have a club to return 
if the suit was originally divided 5-3 or 6-2, and you 
wind up with an overtrick. If he does have a club to 
return, that means the suit was divided 4-4, and you 
finish with exactly nine tricks.

 It would be wrong to attempt the diamond finesse 
at trick two, which would sink the contract if the 
finesse lost and North had the ace of hearts and five 
or six clubs.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

  Precautionary Measure
	   
In the long run, optimism pays far greater divi-

dends at bridge than does pessimism. Nevertheless, 
optimism must be tempered by some degree of pes-
simism. Otherwise, the optimist is sure to experience 
occasional disappointments when a more cautious 
view might have served him better.

 Consider this deal where South is in six diamonds 
and West leads a heart. Declarer can see immediately 
that there are no losers outside the trump suit, where 
only the K-10-9-2 are missing.

 But if he adopts a cavalier attitude toward the play, 
he will go down one as the cards lie. Thus, if he takes 
the ace of hearts and leads a diamond to the ace or 
jack at trick two, he will find himself saddled with 
two trump losers.

 Before broaching the trump suit, South should 
adopt a pessimistic stance and ask himself what, 
if anything, might pose a threat to his contract. He 
should reason that if the diamonds break 2-2 or 3-1, it 
doesn’t matter how he tackles the suit, since he can’t 
lose more than one trump trick. But if the diamonds 
are divided 4-0, the slam is in distinct jeopardy.

The next step is to recognize that, for all practical 
purposes, the slam can’t be made if West holds all 
the missing trumps. But if East happens to have the 
K-10-9-2, that holding can be neutralized by leading 
the queen of diamonds from dummy at trick two.

Once this is done, nothing can stop declarer from 
making 12 tricks. East’s most effective play is to 
cover the queen with the king. South wins with the 
ace and, after seeing West show out, returns a trump 
to the eight. East takes the trick with the nine, but 
his 10-2 later fall prey to South’s J-7-6, and the slam 
is home.

Comic 6-27.indd   1 6/27/08   8:08:35 AM


