
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge

Famous Hand
	   
This deal occurred in the International 

Team Trials in Dallas in 1964. The hand 
was played at nine tables, and you’d think 
that at most of them, the final contract 
would have been five diamonds. But the 
fact is that at eight of the tables, only a 
partscore in diamonds was reached.

At three tables, the North-South pairs 
stopped in two diamonds, at three tables 
in three diamonds, and at two tables in 
four diamonds. Some of the North play-
ers opened one club; others opened one 
diamond.

It is odd that in this highly touted event, 
which included most of the top players in 
the United States and Canada, only one 
North-South pair thought enough of their 
cards to undertake a game contract. But 
even at their table something peculiar oc-
curred, since the bidding went:

	    North	 East	 S o u t h 	
West

	    1 [C]	Pass	 1 [D]	 Pass
	    3 [D]	Pass	 3 [H]	 Pass
	    3 [S]	Pass	 3 NT	 Pass
	    4 NT		 Pass	 5  [ D ] 	

Pass
	    6 [D]	
 South bid three hearts to invite North 

to bid three notrump if he had a spade 
stopper. But North obviously misunder-
stood the call and never did let go until 
six diamonds was reached.

A heart lead, of course, would have 
sunk the slam, but unfortunately for 
West, he was dealt a nice, safe, top-of-a-
sequence spade lead.

Declarer won the queen of spades with 
dummy’s ace and, after drawing trumps 
and forcing out the ace of clubs, finished 
with 12 tricks for a score of 1,370 points. 
This was more than the total at the other 
eight tables combined, where the various 
North-Souths scored either 150 or 170 in 
their diamond partscores. 
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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