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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

The Right Time to Lose a Trick
	
  It can’t be said that North was at all shy during 

the bidding. He was about a king short for his four-
spade bid, and a pass would have been more in order. 
He could reason that if South couldn’t take action 
himself over West’s four-diamond pre-empt, nothing 
much would be lost.

Of course, South would have acted over the four-
diamond bid, either doubling or bidding four hearts. 
In either case, the proper contract, four spades, would 
have been reached.

  As it was, though, South, who didn’t need much 
of a four-spade bid from North to make a slam, went 
on to six spades.

A club lead would ultimately have laid declarer 
low, but the normal diamond lead gave him a le-
gitimate chance for the contract. A quick glance at 
dummy told South he had two club losers, with no 
hope of a successful squeeze or endplay.

 His best chance, which he adopted, was to assume 
that West had the queen of hearts. Accordingly, South 
won the diamond lead with the ace, cashed the A-K 
of trumps (fortunately finding them divided 2-2) 
and then led a low heart toward dummy’s jack. West 
played the queen, dummy the five, and the hand was 
effectively over.

With dummy’s jack of hearts now a trick, and the 
A-K of hearts able to provide two club discards from 
dummy, South could not be stopped from eventually 
ruffing two clubs with the Q-9 of spades.

Declarer was, of course, lucky to get a diamond 
lead, and to find the trumps favorably divided and 
West with the queen of hearts. He needed all of these 
fortuitous breaks to make the contract.

  It wasn’t all luck, though. South had to play the 
hand as he did to bring in the slam, so he certainly 
deserves a substantial measure of the credit.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

 Diabolical Duck
As an abstract proposition, it seems impossible for 

South to make four clubs doubled in this deal. He has 
four obvious losers consisting of a spade, two hearts 
and a diamond.

But Peter Weichsel did make the contract when 
he played the hand in the 1984 national men’s pair 
championship (won by Weichsel and his partner, 
Mike Lawrence).

It all came about in strikingly simple fashion after 
West led the ten of diamonds, on which dummy 
played the four, East the three and Weichsel the 
deuce! When West continued with another diamond,  
Declarer won East’s jack with the ace, led a low trump 
to dummy’s ten and ruffed the seven of diamonds, 
felling East’s king and establishing dummy’s queen 
as a trick. Next came a trump to the ace followed by 
a heart discard on the queen of diamonds.

 Since Weichsel still had two trumps in his hand 
to ruff two of dummy’s hearts, and since there were 
still three trumps in dummy to ruff the J-10-6 of 
spades, he wound up making the contract, losing 
only a diamond, a heart and a spade.

 West could, of course, have defeated four clubs 
doubled by shifting to a heart or a spade at trick two. 
To be fair about it, however, the fact is that most 
defenders with the West hand, not seeing declarer’s 
cards, would have continued with a diamond at trick   
The outcome was indeed more a tribute to declarer’s 
skill than the result of a clear-cut error by the defense. 
Weichsel had quickly decided at trick one that on the 
bidding and opening lead, East was sure to have the 
K-J of diamonds, and he simply hoped that what did 
happen would happen.
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