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Bridge

       A Tall Tale
Dear Mr. Becker: I have been a 

reader of your column for many years 
and have followed with interest your 
recounting of the exploits of some 
of the most prominent players in the 
world.

However, though I’ve never won 
a national championship or, for that 
matter, any other kind of champion-
ship, I hereby stake my claim to at 
least equal recognition as one  The 
only catch is that all my marvelous 
bids and plays take place while I’m 
asleep, and I must confess that there is 
an enormous difference between the 
way I play when I’m awake and the 
way I play when I’m asleep. In case 
you don’t believe me, just ask my 
partners how I play when I’m not in 
the land of Nod.

Here is a typical example of my 
prowess. I played the hand just last 
night -- while asleep, of course. I was 
West and led the nine of spades. My 
wife, Sapphira, won the trick with the 
king and continued with the ace and 
another spade.

I’m sure everybody would think that 
South must now make the contract, 
since his only losers, as the cards lie, 
appear to be two diamond tricks. But, 
as I stated earlier, these players are to-
tally unaware of the brilliance of my 
play when I am in the arms of Mor-
pheus.

On Sapphira’s ace of spades I dis-
carded the king of diamonds, and on 
the third round of spades I discarded 
the ace of diamonds! As a result of 
these two plays, there was nothing 
South could do to avoid going down 
two.

Cordially yours, Ford E. Winx.

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/10

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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