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Bridge

 Famous Hand
There is a lot of luck in bridge -- even 

in duplicate bridge -- but there is also a 
lot of skill.

This hand was played at the National 
Women’s Pair championship in 1961. 
The event was won by Mrs. A.H. Woods 
and May Belle Long of Texas. The deal 
played an important part in their winning 
the championship.

The bidding was brisk, and South 
quickly became declarer at four spades. 
It didn’t look to Woods (West) as though 
normal defense would beat the contract, 
so she led the two of clubs!

This unusual lead had an electric ef-
fect. Long won the trick with the ten, 
much to her surprise, and, after recover-
ing from the shock, she cashed the A-K 
of diamonds.

On the two high diamonds Woods dis-
carded first the three and then the two of 
hearts, signaling a doubleton. So Long 
returned a heart, which Wood ruffed, and 
the contract went down one!

Theirs was the only table at which the 
East-West cards produced a plus score, 
so they received a top score for their ef-
forts. Not all the North-South pairs at the 
other tables reached game in spades, but 
whether they did or not, they invariably 
made 10 tricks, since with any lead but 
a low club, South could not lose more 
than three tricks. The unfortunate North-
South pair that encountered Long-Woods 
did nothing really wrong during the bid-
ding or play, and yet wound up with a 
terrible result.

Full credit is due East-West for finding 
the only line of defense that could beat 
the contract, even though they had to do 
it at the expense of a couple of innocent 
victims.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/14

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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