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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

ME THAT!

I HAVE TO FIND OUT
OH, DON‘T 6IVE FROM YOUR SISTER
THAT YOU WANT TO
HAVE ANOTHER KID2!

) WAIT, WHO
TOLD JACKIEZ?

THE LITTLE BLONDE GIRL WITH THE
TOUGH FRIEND.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

I LEAggED VERY EARLY THAT I COULPN'T

UNT ON ANYONE IN THIS LIFE

Blondie ® Chic Young

©2008 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

T'6 BECAUSE Yol PON'T
ﬁéﬁow HOW 70 COUNT
RIGHT 2/

HIS

| ['VE BEEN MULLING IT OVER, 1|
BUMSTEAD, AND ['VE DECIDED TO
PROMOTE YOU TO SENIOR OFFICE
_MANAGER INSTEAD
OF PLAIN OL'
OFFICE MANAGER
— |

rved

NO
KIDDING,

es Syndicate, Inc. World Rights rese

© 2008 by King Featur
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[ {THAT PROBABLY MEANS AN
INCREASE IN SALARY, DOESN'T IT?!

| | GIVE SOMEONE A SNAZZY NEW L
TITLE AND RIGHT AWAY THEY START
N THROWING THEIR WEIGHT

www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

WHY DO WE HAVE

TO MAKE 5 COPIES
OF EVERY

6INGLE2 REPORT

BECAUSE IT's
THE ARMY

CIVILIAN

FZOM NOW ON,
T WANT TOBE

@E\V i

WHy?

P DIST. By KANG EEATUNES SYNDILATE 7-16.
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® 2008,

W SOUNDS (OOLER
BND MORE MATURE

THE @est ofF

@L\ME.

TUAT (OMMENT.
H JUST LETS
\T SUPE...
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Tod the Dinosaur °

Patrick Roberts

HERE, ToDD. I THOUGHT You
MIGHT LIKE THIS!
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QEP. 1T'S CALLED AN “ALL-DAY
SUCKER"™ BECAUSE T TAKES
ALL DAY To FINISH ONE, To
SAVOR IT AND TASTE ALL THE

DIFFERENT...
AERUNGH]

...FLAVORS ) YEAH, YouU'RE
RIGHT! I couLD
EAT THOSE ALL
DAY! GIMME

SOME MORE oOF

THEM !
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C)200% PATRICK RORERTS

ROBERTS

Mother Goose and Grimm °® 1Mike Peters

{ SINCE 40U'RE ALL
HERE; WH? DON'T
DO A LITTLE

INTO A BAR.

HAVE 400 HERD

|| THIS ONE 7.,
HHEH.

[50 SHEEP WALK) [#%
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Cryptoquip

NEEVNOGIU XIVIHOZOMAQ
ZISOIZ NWMCX EIVIWSOXOIZ’

SIU SNZKIZ: “KOHIZ MD

XKI SOEK NQU DNGMCZ.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A COLLECTION
OF GNATS CONGREGATE FOR A DAY OF ANGLING,
WOULD YOU SAY THAT'S FLY FISHING?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals F
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Yesterday’s ~ Cryptoquip: ~ ACCLAIMED
TELEVISION SERIES ABOUT CELEBRITIES" RED
RASHES: “HIVES OF THE RICH AND FAMOUS.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals I

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Crumbly 2 Eggs 20 Lascivi-
1 Runs for earth 3 USO ous
exercise 36 Stare audience look
5 Recede stupidly 4 Hiding 21 Secular
8 Moolah 37 Quiz place 22 Hawkeye
12 Satan’s answer for 45- portrayer
specialty 38 Fee Down? 23 Colonial
13 Meadow 41 Help 5 Verve sewer
14 “—take 42 Hurled 6 Canto 24 Eskimo
arms 43 Indy lead-in boat
against entries 7 Equitable 26 Develop-
48 Wading 8 Network ed
15 National bird that 27 October
pastime 49 Ordinal suffers stone
17 Tolerate suffix during 28 Galley
18 Abillion 50 Teen’s sweeps supply
years woe week? 29 “South
19 Through 51 Agrees 9 Neck of Park”
eternity tacitly the kid
21 Pupa-to- 52 Rotation woods 31 Banner
be duration 10 Remain 34 Exit
24 Elbow 53 —moss 11 — 35 Wild and
counter- d’oeuvre crazy
part DOWN 16 Feathery 37 “A pox
25 Lotion 1 Dubya’s acces- upon
additive brother sory thee!”
26 MySpace L . 38 Face
alterna-  Solution time: 21 mins. feature
tive g E 39 Vagrant
30 Picks =gl 40 Eager,
out o[N plus
of a s I 41 Needing
lineup A S liniment
31 Aviator 2 Z 44 — glance
32 Remu- A 7| 45 Blackjack
neration B part
33 Court- TI; F'( i 46 Genetic
room A B £ letters
agenda Yesterday’s answer 7-15 47 Solidify
9 [t0 [11

ACROSS  38Fermi's DOWN 20 Welsh
1 Fat bit 1 Earring emblem
5 Sailor 39 Seesaw location 22 Festive
8 Sleeping quorum 2 Leading event
12 Aroma 41 Earl man 23 Put
13 Actress Grey’s kin 3 Virginia forth
Longoria 43 Poolside politician 25 Altar
14 Tear in structure Chuck affirma-
two 46 Coiffure 4 Laundro- tive
15 Smallest 50 Mound mat 26 Actress
porridge stats lineup Thomp-
eater 51 Actress 5 “Golly!” son
17 Quite Tallulah 6 Eventual 27 Seine
enthusi- 54 Fuzz aves side
astic 55 Caustic ~ 7Zinger 29 Emit
18 Hearth solution 8 Debate coherent
minutia 56 Hotel 9 Highway light
19 Unclear staffer sign 31 As well
21 Latest 57 Canoe- 10MIT 32 Branch
fashion ists’ deg. 34 Benefit
24 Serpen- mecca holder, 38 Respi-
tine 58 Ever- perh. ratory
swimmer green 11 Crucial affliction
25 Misfor- type time 40 Squander
tunes 59 Dilettant- 16 Bikini 42 Request
28 Wheel- ish half 43 Honey-
base comb
terminus  Solution time: 21 mins. chamber
30 Greek B 44 Met
vowel ﬁ melody
33 Billy — A 45 With
Williams N skill
34 Dismal ¢ 47 2008, e.g.
35 Behind = 48 Cafe
36 Lummox au —
37 They 49 Vortex
get 52 Nay
into opponent
arow Yesterday’s answer 7.1 99 I €SN
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Bridge

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
S AQ4
YK 74
K63
10532
WEST EAST
» 107652 @»Jo
¥YQ93 ¥10862
® Q742 ®J 105
*Q P+K 987
SOUTH
MK K3
YATS
® A998
+ATO64
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — five of spades.

Covering Every Possibility

Assume you’re declarer with the South hand at
three notrump and West leads a spade. You can count
eight sure winners consisting of three spades, two
hearts, two diamonds and a club.

How would you proceed so as to give yourself the
bestchance for a ninth trick? When the deal occurred,
South won the first spade indummy and led alow club
to the jack, losing to West’s queen. Declarer took the
spade return in dummy and led another club to the
ace, learning to his dismay that East held the K-9 of
clubs over dummy’s 10-5.

Since he still needed a ninth trick, South next led
alow heart to the king and took a heart finesse. But
when the jack lost to West’s queen, declarer had to
go down one. South had the right idea about trying
to get his ninth trick from the club suit, but he went
about it the wrong way. The correct way to play this
combinationis to start by cashing the ace of clubs on
the first round of the suit. This guarantees a second
club trick regardless of how the suit is divided.

In the actual case, West’s queen falls, after which
the ten or jack becomes declarer’s ninth trick. The
same result is achieved if a singleton honor falls
from East’s hand.

If an honor does not appear on the first round, a
low club is next led toward the ten. If West started
with any number of clubs including the K-Q, he can
win with the queen, but this assures that the ten or
jack will later become the game-going trick.

The same result accrues if East holds the K-Q-x-
x(-x) of clubs. Dummy’s ten forces an honor, and a
later club lead toward the closed hand establishes
the jack.

Of course, if the clubs turn outtobe divided 3-2, as
they would be two-thirds of the time, the safety play
of cashing the ace first proves to be unnecessary. But
it’s always better to be safe than sorry.

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
MK QIT6
YAS52
* K
Q743
WEST EAST
» 108543 ®» O 2
¥ 9 ¥YQJ10863
® 87632 ® QJ9o4g
* 10 8 ao* A
SOUTH
“@® A
YK 74
®* A 105
PK IO652
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & 2 v 3 & Pass
4 e Pass 4 & Pass
4 ¥ Pass o
Opening lead — nine of hearts.

The Pursuit of Excellence

Assume you get to six clubs on the bidding shown
and West leads a heart. Common sense tells you the
slam is in danger because East overcalled with two
hearts and there is a very good chance the bid was
based on a six-card suit.

If so, West’s lead is a singleton, raising the possibil-
ity he may be able to ruff a heart if you lead a trump at
trick two. So you naturally start wondering what can
be done about this threat. After you stew a while -- as
all careful declarers do -- you come up with whatlooks
like a promising solution.

You win the heart with the king, cash the ace of
spades and lead a diamond to the king. Your plan is
to discard the 7-4 of hearts on the K-Q of spades and
then lead a trump. You do get to discard a heart on the
spade king, but when you next lead the queen, it turns
out that East has no more spades. However, this does
you no harm at all, since East has the singleton ace of
clubs. Whatever Eastdoes -- whether he ruffs with the
ace or discards on the spade queen -- you dispose of
your last heart. Either way, you make the slam.

While East’s holding the singleton club ace may
appear to be a stroke of good luck, the fact is that this
method of play would succeed even if East had the
A-x or A-x-x of clubs. In either case, after East ruffed
low, you would overruff and simply concede a club
to the ace to make the slam. You’d lose a trump trick
butnothing else. Observe what would have occurred,
however, had you incorrectly led a trump at trick two.
Down the chute you’d go!

It’s no doubt true that many declarers would tackle
trumps immediately, hoping East had overcalled on
only a five-card suit or that West was dealt only one
trump. Those who did would have to pay a heavy
price on the actual deal for having failed to take the
maximum precautionary measures.

Family Circus ¢ Bill Keane
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“Are there any chocolate-flavored
vegetables?”
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