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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
) Conceptis S udoKu By Dave Green
YOU SAY YOU WANT US TO BE CLOSER)| BUT, MOM, WE'RE § (I AM SO CANCELING CHRISTMAS ON
AND THEN I FIND OUT THROUGH HILARY \NOT TELLING YOU THIS YEAR.
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T'VE BEEN THINKING, MR. B.. CAN | [BACK IN MAY, THEY CUT BACK ON| [WavE vou eeen watcHiNG A wroLe] | Difficulty Level % % % 7/17
I REALLY TRUST My PARENTS?

My LUNCH COOKIES TO FUND LOT OF TV POLITICAL ADS, ELMO?
THEY KEEP FLIP-FLOPPING ON THEIR OWN BIG-SPENDING
IMPORTANT ISSUES ; SPECIAL INTEREST...
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today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
Difficulty Level % % % 7/17
Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker o Bridge Family Circus e Bil Keane

_.BUT THEN, | South dealer.
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The bidding:
South West North  East
1 ' Pass 2 ' Pass B@zogﬂﬁukeane, inc.
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Opening lead — jack of diamonds. “Pl| play dodgeball if nobody
Reverse Psychology throws a ball at me.”
A defender should always be suspicious
Tod the Di * Patrick Robert of any abnormal play mgde by dgclarer. Crossword
o e Dinosaur atric ODEerts Take this case where South made a good ACROSS 40 Prisoner DOWN 19 Hosp.
J Mldg"r,CE ggl& DoG . play and East failed to find the proper re- 1 VGVLZSién 42 “Anchors 1 E;g;b?”' 21 g;‘i’tchi
3 BATH. TASTES KINDA sponse to 1t. . gal 45 Urge prizes” 24 Lingerie
g |_SoaPy...AND sTAINGY_|  South was in four hearts, and West led 5 'r-igﬁjeity 20 ;‘ézrr‘eg'y 2 ggx'fd 25 'éeo';mon
B l/g %/3 ’ \x e the jack of diamonds. 8 “Hey, crow 3 Unuttered Mkt.
= e @ Declarer saw that he might lose the con- 12 &%lg”e %Onmpan- n\ql\g))y 26 Eeal?%n;e
. ¢ tract at once if We;t had the ace of spades, podgge 50 “Eurckal’ 4 Cortain tve
3 ~ } so instead of making the normal play of 13 Expert 52 State poem 28 Swiss
ij S covering the diamond jack with the queen, 14 2"';"(3‘?;?’ Z"étr't‘amt 5 gﬂgi 29 canton.
5 he played the three from dummy! isFt’ 53 Too Y baskgtball as tech-
K ? East allowed the jack to win, and West 15 Portent confident movie nology
8 Rosers : ) | played another diamond. The queen forced '® 5o S4le - © BoW 30 8EARS
East’s ace, establishing dummy’s king asa 17 Ashen 55 Queue 7 — guy —2”
Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott trick as South ruffed. 18ofa 56 l'\j"pakes fq'\giame) 31 Coffee-
PR — o VERTICAL LINES [ ONTUE TR enD ™ 'Declarer now cashed the_ A-K Of trumps, group one’s 8 Tropical time
ME TUAT W ONE HORIZONTAL LINE. | TUE LowE® Case n [ ueeercacer | discarded a spade on the k}ng of diamonds 20 Eﬁ%ﬁi 57 U]VII’?S o :(f:';board gg éﬁﬂ:’r';'es
ISN'T A MANLY SIMPLE BND STRONG, LIvE §| Loows MORE Like STRICTLY and later lost two spade tricks to make ex- piece preceder feature phalarope
A FOOTBALL GOAL PoST §| APOTV CHAR. UPPERCASE! actly four hearts. 22 Prior 58 Mac- 10 Hawk 38 Acquire
0F b e B % It would not have mattered had West 9, Dorad 11 Goneaboar | ooygen
E: QPO ¢ shifted to a different suit at trick two. De- assent puller
' ° clarer could have established the diamond 24 Q' ] Solution time: 25 mins. 2?—; ’g"o”'e,o"er
: E § trick himself, and the outcome would have 57 Ng{ very tal:g)éts
| beenihesame, . R o St
% ey g i 3 East shoqld have realized tha_lt declare.r S 33 Artist mor-
i M § N unusual failure to cover the jack of dia- Jean L phoses”
=5 ® monds was not simply an act of charity on 34 Citric = writer
beverage 47 Divide
Cryptoquip South’s part. 35 Collegiate z L 48 Deuce
THANK YOU FOR 'He should have reasoned that declarer a8 \gg'si A Al oy Wgzzzn
B did not want East on lead at trick two be- 39 gear K T imple- ¢
READING THE cause he feared East would shift to a par- projection ~ Yesterday's answer 717 ment
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Furthermore, it was inconceivable that [z
South would duck the jack with any hold-
VI VCBQZ, GBQ WCQ TQ TDD ingbuta singleton diamond.
East therefore should have overtaken
the jack of diamonds with the ace and re-

TGCYL, U IBKKCIL U STI tuned the queen of spades. That would - -

have settled declarer’s hash very quickly.

7TFVLE Q C Q 7L Q L L Q 7 East should have reasoned that if South

] o thought it was good for him not to have
YeSterday S Cryptoqulp. IF A COLLEGE East on lead, then it was bad for East not

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR: | INSTRUCTOR MADE SOME TAPIOCA, COULD 1o take the lead, and he should have re-
NEWS - WEATHER YOU SAY THAT THE PROF IS IN THE PUDDING? ~ acted accordingly.
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