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Bridge

 

Reverse Psychology
  
A defender should always be suspicious 

of any abnormal play made by declarer. 
Take this case where South made a good 
play and East failed to find the proper re-
sponse to it.

South was in four hearts, and West led 
the jack of diamonds. 

Declarer saw that he might lose the con-
tract at once if West had the ace of spades, 
so instead of making the normal play of 
covering the diamond jack with the queen, 
he played the three from dummy!

East allowed the jack to win, and West 
played another diamond. The queen forced 
East’s ace, establishing dummy’s king as a 
trick as South ruffed.

Declarer now cashed the A-K of trumps, 
discarded a spade on the king of diamonds 
and later lost two spade tricks to make ex-
actly four hearts.

It would not have mattered had West 
shifted to a different suit at trick two. De-
clarer could have established the diamond 
trick himself, and the outcome would have 
been the same.

East should have realized that declarer’s 
unusual failure to cover the jack of dia-
monds was not simply an act of charity on 
South’s part. 

He should have reasoned that declarer 
did not want East on lead at trick two be-
cause he feared East would shift to a par-
ticular suit. 

Furthermore, it was inconceivable that 
South would duck the jack with any hold-
ing but a singleton diamond.

East therefore should have overtaken 
the jack of diamonds with the ace and re-
turned the queen of spades. That would 
have settled declarer’s hash very quickly.

East should have reasoned that if South 
thought it was good for him not to have 
East on lead, then it was bad for East not 
to take the lead, and he should have re-
acted accordingly.

    Tomorrow: Test your play.
    (c) King Features Syndicate Inc.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/17

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Comics 07/17.indd   1 7/16/08   3:47:30 PM


